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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 868
2 Offered February 11, 2013
3 Designating May 25, in 2013 and in each succeeding year, as Child Identification Program Day in
4 Virginia.
5 ––––––––––

Patrons––Yancey, Albo, Anderson, BaCote, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Byron, Cline, Comstock,
Cosgrove, Cox, J.A., Cox, M.K., Crockett-Stark, Dudenhefer, Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Garrett,
Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb, Head, Helsel, Hodges, Howell, W.J., Hugo, Iaquinto, Ingram, James,
Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Landes, LeMunyon, Lingamfelter, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Marshall,
R.G., Massie, May, Merricks, Miller, Minchew, Morefield, Morris, O'Bannon, O'Quinn, Orrock,
Peace, Pogge, Poindexter, Purkey, Putney, Ramadan, Ransone, Robinson, Rush, Rust, Scott, E.T.,
Sherwood, Stolle, Tata, Torian, Villanueva, Ward, Ware, O., Ware, R.L., Watson, Webert, Wilt,
Wright and Yost

6 ––––––––––
7 Unanimous consent to introduce
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Rules

10 ––––––––––
11 WHEREAS, in 1979, Etan Patz, a six-year-old from New York City, was kidnapped; and
12 WHEREAS, Etan Patz' disappearance, along with several other high-profile cases of missing children,
13 helped raise awareness about the issue of missing children; and
14 WHEREAS, in 1983, President Ronald Reagan declared May 25 as National Missing Children's Day
15 to encourage efforts to protect children and draw attention to the nation's missing children; and
16 WHEREAS, one year later, the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children opened and the
17 national 24-hour toll-free missing children's hotline, 1-800-THE-LOST, was established; and
18 WHEREAS, each year, 450,000 children run away, 300,000 children are abducted by family
19 members, and more than 58,000 children are abducted by non-family members; and
20 WHEREAS, in 1997 the American Football Coaches Association (AFCA) created the National Child
21 Identification Program to provide parents and guardians with a tool to protect their children; and
22 WHEREAS, the ID kit allows parents and guardians to record physical characteristics and
23 fingerprints of children on identification cards that are kept at the home of the parent or guardian; and
24 WHEREAS, the information contained in the ID kit can provide authorities with vital information in
25 case the child is ever reported missing; and
26 WHEREAS, in 2001 the Federal Bureau of Investigation joined in partnership with the AFCA to
27 help increase awareness of child safety issues; and
28 WHEREAS, since its inception in 1997, the National Child Identification Program has distributed
29 more than 26 million ID kits, making it the largest child identification effort ever conducted; and
30 WHEREAS, a day identified as Child Identification Program Day in the Commonwealth will provide
31 an opportunity for law enforcement, other interested entities, and parents and guardians to learn more
32 about child safety; now, therefore, be it
33 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly designate
34 May 25, in 2013 and in each succeeding year, as Child Identification Program Day in Virginia; and, be
35 it
36 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates transmit a copy of this resolution
37 to the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, the American Football Coaches Association,
38 and the National Child Identification Program so that members of each organization may be apprised of
39 the sense of the General Assembly of Virginia in this matter; and, be it
40 RESOLVED FINALLY, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates post the designation of this day
41 on the General Assembly's website.
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