
2012 SPECIAL SESSION I

ENROLLED

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5004

Commending the Virginia Commonwealth University 2011-2012 men's basketball team.

Agreed to by the Senate, March 27, 2012
Agreed to by the House of Delegates, March 27, 2012

WHEREAS, in 2012, the Virginia Commonwealth University men's basketball team won the Colonial
Athletic Association Championship and an automatic bid to the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) Tournament; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Commonwealth University Rams basketball team made its second
consecutive appearance in the NCAA Tournament, marking the first time in more than 25 years that the
Rams played in back-to-back NCAA Tournaments; and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2012, Virginia Commonwealth University was deemed the 12th seed in
the Southeast Region and played the heavily favored 5th-seeded Wichita State in Portland, Oregon, on
March 15, 2012, upsetting the Wichita State squad, 62-59, and winning an NCAA Tournament game for
the second straight year; and

WHEREAS, although the Virginia Commonwealth University men's basketball team is the
ninth-youngest team in the country, the Rams won a school record of 29 games during the 2011-2012
basketball season; and

WHEREAS, an NCAA record of 146 consecutive games started was set by Bradford Burgess, a
senior and Richmond native, surpassing basketball legends Patrick Ewing and Danny Manning; and

WHEREAS, the student athletes and coaches of the Virginia Commonwealth University men's
basketball team showed great resolve, resiliency, teamwork, and sportsmanship in their quest for the
NCAA Division I title; and

WHEREAS, Head Coach Shaka Smart is highly commended for his exemplary leadership,
sportsmanship, integrity, and commitment to Virginia Commonwealth University and his student
athletes; and

WHEREAS, the members of the 2011-2012 Rams have continued to write new and exhilarating
chapters in the history of Virginia Commonwealth University men's basketball; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
commend the Virginia Commonwealth University 2011-2012 men's basketball team on its capture of the
2012 Colonial Athletic Association Championship and its magnificent performance and remarkable
journey to the NCAA Tournament for its second consecutive appearance; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
presentation to Dr. Michael Rao, President of Virginia Commonwealth University, requesting that he
further disseminate copies of this resolution to Norwood Teague, Director of Athletics; Head Coach
Shaka Smart; and members of the 2011-2012 Virginia Commonwealth University men's basketball team
as an expression of the General Assembly's pride in the team and of the General Assembly's admiration
of the team's exhilarating and exceptional performance during a remarkable 2011-2012 basketball season.
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