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1 SENATE BILL NO. 156
2 Offered January 11, 2012
3 Prefiled January 10, 2012
4 A BILL to amend and reenact § 63.2-1302 of the Code of Virginia, relating to adoption assistance.
5 ––––––––––

Patron––Favola
6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services
8 ––––––––––
9 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

10 1. That § 63.2-1302 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
11 § 63.2-1302. Adoption assistance payments; maintenance; special needs; payment agreements;
12 continuation of payments when adoptive parents move to another jurisdiction; procedural requirements.
13 A. Adoption assistance payments may include:
14 1. Title IV-E or state-funded maintenance payments that shall be payable monthly to provide for the
15 support and care of the child; however, Title IV-E or state-funded maintenance payments shall not
16 exceed the foster care payment that would otherwise be made for the child; and
17 2. State special services payments to provide special services to the child that the adoptive parents
18 cannot afford and that are not covered by insurance or otherwise, including, but not limited to:
19 a. Medical, surgical and dental care;
20 b. Hospitalization;
21 c. Individual remedial educational services;
22 d. Psychological and psychiatric treatment;
23 e. Speech and physical therapy; and
24 f. Special services, equipment, treatment and training for physical and mental handicaps.
25 State special services payments may be paid to the vendor of the goods or services directly or to the
26 adoptive parents.
27 B. Adoption assistance payments shall cease when the child with special needs reaches the age of 18
28 21 years. If it is determined that the child has a mental or physical handicap, or an educational delay
29 resulting from such handicap, warranting the continuation of assistance, adoption assistance payments
30 may be made until the child reaches the age of 21 years.
31 C. Adoption assistance payments shall be made on the basis of an adoption assistance agreement
32 entered into by the local board and the adoptive parents or, in cases in which the child is in the custody
33 of a licensed child-placing agency, an agreement between the local board, the licensed child-placing
34 agency and the adoptive parents.
35 Prior to entering into an adoption assistance agreement, the local board or licensed child-placing
36 agency shall ensure that adoptive parents have received information about their child's eligibility for
37 adoption assistance; about their child's special needs and, to the extent possible, the current and potential
38 impact of those special needs. The local board or licensed child-placing agency shall also ensure that
39 adoptive parents receive information about the process for appeal in the event of a disagreement between
40 the adoptive parent and the local board or the adoptive parent and the child-placing agency and
41 information about the procedures for revising the adoption assistance agreement.
42 Adoptive parents shall submit annually to the local board within thirty days of the anniversary date
43 of the approved agreement an affidavit which certifies that (i) the child on whose behalf they are
44 receiving adoption assistance payments remains in their care, (ii) the child's condition requiring adoption
45 assistance continues to exist, and (iii) whether or not changes to the adoption assistance agreement are
46 requested.
47 Title IV-E and state-funded maintenance payments made pursuant to this section shall be changed
48 only in accordance with the provisions of § 473 of Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
49 § 673).
50 D. Responsibility for adoption assistance payments for a child placed for adoption shall be continued
51 by the local board that initiated the agreement in the event that the adoptive parents live in or move to
52 another jurisdiction.
53 E. Payments may be made under this chapter from appropriations for foster care services for the
54 maintenance and medical or other services for children who have special needs in accordance with
55 § 63.2-1301. Within the limitations of the appropriations to the Department, the Commissioner shall
56 reimburse any agency making payments under this chapter. Any such agency may seek and accept funds
57 from other sources, including federal, state, local, and private sources, to carry out the purposes of this
58 chapter.
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