
2012 SESSION

INTRODUCED

12101075D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 371
2 Offered January 11, 2012
3 Prefiled January 10, 2012
4 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 15.2-4402 and 15.2-4407 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the
5 authority of James City County to establish agricultural and forestal districts.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Pogge
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That §§ 15.2-4402 and 15.2-4407 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 15.2-4402. Definitions.
13 As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
14 "Advisory committee" means the agricultural and forestal advisory committee.
15 "Agricultural products" means crops, livestock and livestock products, including but not limited to
16 field crops, fruits, vegetables, horticultural specialties, cattle, sheep, hogs, goats, horses, poultry,
17 furbearing animals, milk, eggs and furs.
18 "Agricultural production" means the production for commercial purposes of crops, livestock and
19 livestock products, but not processing or retail merchandising of crops, livestock or livestock products.
20 "Agriculturally and forestally significant land" means land that has historically produced agricultural
21 and forestal products, or land that an advisory committee considers good agricultural and forestal land
22 based upon such factors as soil quality, topography, climate, markets, farm improvements, agricultural
23 and forestry economics and technology, and other relevant factors.
24 "Clerk" means the clerk of the local circuit court or the clerk of the local governing body.
25 "Forestal products" includes, but is not limited to, lumber, pulpwood, posts, firewood, Christmas trees
26 and other wood products for sale or for farm use.
27 "Landowner" or "owner of land" means any person holding a fee simple interest in property but does
28 not mean the holder of an easement.
29 "Participating locality" means the Counties of Albemarle, Augusta, Fairfax, Hanover, James City,
30 Loudoun, Prince William, Roanoke, and Rockingham.
31 § 15.2-4407. Withdrawal of land from district of local significance.
32 A. At any time after the creation of an agricultural, forestal, or an agricultural and forestal district of
33 local significance within Fairfax County, any owner of land lying in such district may file a written
34 notice of withdrawal with the local governing body which created the district, and upon the filing of
35 such notice, the withdrawal shall be effective. In no way shall this section affect the ability of an owner
36 to withdraw his land from a proposed district as is authorized by subsection C of § 15.2-4405.
37 B. Any person withdrawing land from a district located in the Counties of Albemarle, Augusta,
38 Hanover, James City, Loudoun, Prince William, Roanoke, and Rockingham shall follow the withdrawal
39 procedures required by § 15.2-4314.
40 C. Upon withdrawal of land from a district, the real estate previously included in such district shall
41 be subject to roll-back taxes, as are provided in § 58.1-3237, and also a penalty in the amount equal to
42 two times the taxes determined in the year following the withdrawal from the district on all land
43 previously within the district.
44 D. Upon withdrawal of land from a district no provisions of the ordinance which created the district
45 shall any longer apply to the lands previously in the district which were withdrawn.
46 E. The withdrawal of land from a district shall not itself serve to terminate the existence of the
47 district. Such district shall continue in effect and be subject to review as to whether it should be
48 terminated, modified or continued pursuant to § 15.2-4405.
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