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HOUSE BILL NO. 1262
Offered January 20, 2012
A BILL to amend and reenact 88 54.1-2300, 54.1-2301, and 54.1-2302 of the Code of Virginia, relating
to the Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System
Professionals; conventional onsite sewage system installers.

Patron—Poindexter
Referred to Committee on Heath, Welfare and I nstitutions

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 54.1-2300, 54.1-2301, and 54.1-2302 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted
as follows:

§ 54.1-2300. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage
System Professionals.

"Onsite sewage system” means a conventional onsite sewage system or aternative onsite sewage
system as defined in § 32.1-163.

"Operator" means any individua employed or appointed by any owner, and who is designated by
such owner to be the person in responsible charge, such as a supervisor, a shift operator, or a substitute
in charge, and whose duties include testing or evaluation to control waterworks or wastewater works
operations or to operate and maintain alternative onsite sewage systems. Not included in this definition
are superintendents or directors of public works, city engineers, or other municipal or industrial officials
whose duties do not include the actual operation or direct supervision of waterworks or wastewater
works.

"Owner" means the Commonwealth of Virginia, or any political subdivision thereof, any public or
private institution, corporation, association, firm or company organized or existing under the laws of this
Commonwealth or of any other state or nation, or any person or group of persons acting individually or
as a group, who own, manage, or maintain waterworks er, wastewater works or alternative onsite
sewage systems.

"Person” means any individual, group of individuals, a corporation, a partnership, a business trust, an
association or other similar legal entity engaged in operating waterworks or wastewater works.

"Wastewater works' means each system of (i) sewerage systems or sewage treatment works, serving
more than 400 persons, as set forth in § 62.1-44.18; (ii) sewerage systems or sewage treatment works
serving fewer than 400 persons, as set forth in § 62.1-44.18, if so certified by the State Water Control
Board; and (iii) facilities for discharge to state waters of industrial wastes or other wastes, if certified by
the State Water Control Board.

"Waterworks' means each system of structures and appliances used in connection with the collection,
storage, purification, and treatment of water for drinking or domestic use and the distribution thereof to
the public, except distribution piping. Systems serving fewer than 400 persons shall not be considered to
be a waterworks unless certified by the Board to be such.

§ 54.1-2301. Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System
Professionals; membership; terms; duties.

A. The Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System
Professionals shall consist of 11 members as follows: the Director of the Office of Water Programs of
the State Department of Health, or his designee, the Executive Director of the State Water Control
Board, or his designee, a currently employed waterworks operator having a valid license of the highest
classification issued by the Board, a currently employed wastewater works operator having a valid
license of the highest classification issued by the Board, a faculty member of a state university or
college whose principal field of teaching is management or operation of waterworks or wastewater
works, a representative of an owner of a waterworks, a representative of an owner of a wastewater
works, a licensed alternative onsite sewage system operator, a licensed aternative onsite sewage system
installer, a licensed onsite soil evaluator, and one citizen member. The aternative onsite sewage system
operator, aternative onsite sewage system instaler, and onsite soil evaluator shall have practiced for at
least five consecutive years immediately prior to appointment. No owner shall be represented on the
Board by more than one representative or employee operator. The term of Board members shall be four
years.

B. The Board shall examine waterworks and wastewater works operators and issue licenses. The
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licenses may be issued in specific operator classifications to attest to the competency of an operator to
supervise and operate waterworks and wastewater works while protecting the public heath, welfare and
property and conserving and protecting the water resources of the Commonwealth.

C: Fhe Board shall establish a program for licensing individuals as onsite soil evaluaters, onsite

system hastalters; apd epsite sewage System operators:

B- The Board, in consultation with the Board of Health, shall adopt regulations for the licensure of
(i) alternative and conventional onsite soil evaluators; (ii) installers of alternative onsite sewage systems,
as defined in 8§ 32.1-163; and (iii) operators of aternative onsite sewage systems, as defined in
§ 32.1-163. Such regulations shall include requirements for (&) minimum education and training,
including approved training courses; (b) relevant work experience; (¢) demonstrated knowledge and skill;
(d) application fees to cover the costs of the program, renewal fees, and schedules; (€) the division of
onsite soil evaluators into classes, one of which shall be restricted to the design of conventional onsite
sewage systems; and (f) other criteria the Board deems necessary.

§54.1-2302. License required.

No person shall operate a waterworks or wastewater works, perform the duties of an alternative or
conventional onsite soil evaluator, or install or operate an alternative onsite sewage system, without a
valid license.



