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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 793
2 Offered February 2, 2011
3 Commending Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr.
4 ––––––––––

Patron––Putney, Abbitt, Abbott, Albo, Alexander, Anderson, Armstrong, Athey, BaCote, Barlow, Bell,
Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Brink, Byron, Carr, Carrico, Cleaveland, Cline, Cole, Comstock, Cosgrove,

Cox, J.A., Cox, M.K., Crockett-Stark, Dance, Ebbin, Edmunds, Englin, Garrett, Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb,
Hope, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, Iaquinto, Ingram, Janis, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, Keam, Kilgore,

Knight, Kory, Landes, LeMunyon, Lewis, Lingamfelter, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Massie, May,
McClellan, McQuinn, Merricks, Miller, J.H., Miller, P.J., Morgan, Morrissey, Nutter, O'Bannon, Oder,

Orrock, Peace, Phillips, Plum, Poindexter, Pollard, Purkey, Robinson, Rust, Scott, E.T., Sherwood, Shuler,
Spruill, Stolle, Surovell, Tata, Torian, Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward, Ware, O., Ware, R.L., Watts, Wilt,

and Wright

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., a Justice on the Supreme Court since 1989
7 and Chief Justice since February 1, 2003, concluded his second term as Chief Justice on January 31,
8 2011; and
9 WHEREAS, Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., was the 24th Chief Justice of the Supreme

10 Court of Virginia, and the first African American to serve as Chief Justice; and
11 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., served as the administrative head of the
12 Judicial System ensuring its efficient and effective operation, while striving to administer a judicial
13 system in which "all Virginians are treated fairly with dignity, equality and respect"; and
14 WHEREAS, during his tenure as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., served with distinction
15 as Chair of the Judicial Council and the Committee on District Courts, and President of the Judicial
16 Conference of Virginia and the Judicial Conference of Virginia for District Courts, making certain that
17 committees and commissions under his direction reflected the geographical, racial, and gender diversity
18 of the Commonwealth; and
19 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., established the "Commission on Virginia
20 Courts in the 21st Century: To Benefit All, To Exclude None," to make recommendations to ensure that
21 Virginia's Court System continues to effectively and impartially deliver justice to all Virginians; and
22 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., established an annual Indigent Defense
23 Training seminar to provide free continuing legal education to practitioners of indigent defense, and with
24 the support of Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., the General Assembly increased compensation
25 paid to court-appointed criminal defense attorneys and public defenders; and
26 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., worked to increase the availability of pro
27 bono legal services, challenging the Virginia Bar Association and other statewide bar associations, local
28 bar associations, and the Virginia State Bar to work together to expand services for indigent persons and
29 ensure that all Virginians have access to high-quality legal representation; and
30 WHEREAS, under the leadership of Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., the Office of the
31 Executive Secretary established an annual course on the management of capital murder cases for circuit
32 court judges, providing additional tools for the efficient administration of justice in these cases; and
33 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., secured funding from the General
34 Assembly to create a foreign language interpreter program and hire full-time foreign language
35 interpreters to serve the courts of the Commonwealth thereby improving the services provided and
36 reducing the cost of interpreter services; and
37 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., appointed the Commission on Mental
38 Health Law Reform to conduct a comprehensive examination of Virginia's mental health laws and
39 services and to recommend reforms to Virginia's mental health laws, many of which were enacted by the
40 General Assembly, including improvements to the involuntary commitment process; and
41 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., successfully worked with the General
42 Assembly to reform and restructure the magistrate system, improving oversight of and standards for
43 magistrates; and
44 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., successfully obtained from the General
45 Assembly increased compensation for all judges and Judicial Branch staff allowing Virginia's courts to
46 benefit from the retention of experienced employees and the attraction of highly qualified applicants; and
47 WHEREAS, with the guidance of Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., the General Assembly
48 created the Courts Technology Fund, which supports improvement of the courts' information technology
49 systems and the use of technology to improve case processing for litigants and the courts, including
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50 online services such as electronic filing and online payments; and
51 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., established the Electronic Filing
52 Committee, composed of judges, attorneys, clerks of court, and staff members of the Office of the
53 Executive Secretary, to guide the Judicial System's electronic filing initiative; and
54 WHEREAS, under the leadership of Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., online legal research
55 through the Fastcase system was made available, without charge, to all members of the Virginia State
56 Bar; and
57 WHEREAS, as Chief Justice, Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., established the Supreme Court of Virginia
58 Historical Commission to preserve the oral histories of members of the bench, the bar and court
59 administration, and archive historical records and artifacts of Virginia's Judicial System; and
60 WHEREAS, under the direction of Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., the Journey Through
61 Justice website was created, which provides an interactive website with supplemental educational
62 materials on the judiciary, allowing students and teachers to virtually experience the courtroom; and
63 WHEREAS, a native of Norfolk, Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., has served and continues
64 to serve Virginia proudly in many professional and civic roles with an enduring commitment to the
65 people of the Commonwealth, and with an emphasis on the importance of faith and humility in such
66 service; now, therefore, be it
67 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
68 commend Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., for his dedicated service and inspired leadership as
69 Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia; and, be it
70 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
71 for presentation to Chief Justice Leroy Rountree Hassell, Sr., as an expression of the General Assembly's
72 gratitude and appreciation.


