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1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact § 24.2-219 of the Code of Virginia, relating to elections; biennial county
3 supervisor elections; staggered terms.

4 [H 1746]
5 Approved

6 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
7 1. That § 24.2-219 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
8 § 24.2-219. Alternative for biennial county supervisor elections and staggered terms.
9 A. The governing body of any county may by ordinance provide that the county board of supervisors

10 be elected biennially for staggered four-year terms.
11 In lieu of an ordinance by the board of supervisors, the registered voters of the county may file a
12 petition with the circuit court of the county requesting that a referendum be held on the question of
13 whether the county board of supervisors should be elected biennially for staggered four-year terms. The
14 petition shall be signed by registered voters equal in number to at least ten percent of the number
15 registered in the county on the January 1 preceding its filing.
16 The court pursuant to §§ 24.2-682 and 24.2-684 shall order the election officials on a day fixed in
17 the order to conduct a referendum on the question. The clerk of the court shall publish notice of the
18 referendum in a newspaper having general circulation in the county once a week for four consecutive
19 weeks and shall post a copy of the notice at the door of the courthouse of the county. The question on
20 the ballot shall be:
21 "Shall the members of the county board of supervisors be elected biennially for staggered four-year
22 terms?
23 [] Yes
24 [] No"
25 The referendum shall be held and the results certified as provided in § 24.2-684.
26 B. If a majority of the voters voting in the referendum voted for biennial election of the members of
27 the board of supervisors for staggered four-year terms, or if the governing body has so provided by
28 ordinance, then the terms of supervisors elected at the next general election for supervisors shall be as
29 follows:
30 1. If the number of supervisors elected in the county is an even number, half of the successful
31 candidates shall be elected for terms of four years and half of the successful candidates shall be elected
32 for terms of two years; or
33 2. If the number of supervisors in the county is an odd number, the smallest number of candidates
34 which creates a majority of the elected supervisors shall be elected for terms of four years and all other
35 successful candidates shall be elected for terms of two years.
36 The Unless the number of members who volunteer to take two-year terms exactly equals the number
37 of two-year terms to be assigned, the electoral board of the county shall assign the individual terms of
38 members by lot at its meeting on the day following the election and immediately upon certification of
39 the results. However, the electoral board may assign individual terms of members by election district in
40 a drawing at a meeting held prior to the last day for a person to qualify as a candidate, if the governing
41 body of the county so directs by ordinance or resolution adopted at least thirty days prior to the last day
42 for qualification and members are elected by district. In all elections thereafter all successful candidates
43 shall be elected for terms of four years.
44 In any county where the chairman of the board is elected from the county at large pursuant to
45 § 15.2-503 or § 15.2-802, the provisions of this section shall not affect that office. The chairman of the
46 board shall be elected for a term of four years in 1995 and every four years thereafter.
47 C. If the representation on the board of supervisors among the election districts is reapportioned, or
48 the number of districts is diminished or the boundaries of the districts are changed, elections shall be
49 held in each new district at the general election next preceding the expiration of the term of the office
50 of the member of the board representing the predecessor district of each new district. If the number of
51 districts is increased, the electoral board shall assign a two-year or four-year term for each new district
52 so as to maintain as equal as practicable the number of members to be elected at each biennial election.
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