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Celebrating the life of S. John Davis.

Patrons—Plum, Abbitt, Abbott, Albo, Alexander, Anderson, Armstrong, Athey, BaCote, Barlow, Bell,
Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Brink, Bulova, Byron, Carr, Carrico, Cleaveland, Cline, Cole, Comstock,
Cosgrove, Cox, JA., Cox, M.K., Crockett-Stark, Dance, Ebbin, Edmunds, Englin, Garrett, Gear,
Gilbert, Greason, Griffith, Herring, Hope, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, laguinto, Ingram,
James, Janis, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Landes, LeMunyon, Lewis,
Lingamfelter, Lohr, Loupassi, Marshal, D.W., Marshall, R.G., Massie, May, McClellan, McQuinn,
Merricks, Miller, JH., Miller, P.J.,, Morefield, Morgan, Morrissey, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon, Oder,
Orrock, Peace, Phillips, Pogge, Poindexter, Pollard, Purkey, Putney, Rust, Scott, E.T., Scott, JM.,
Sherwood, Shuler, Sickles, Spruill, Stolle, Surovell, Tata, Torian, Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward,
Ware, O., Ware, R.L., Watts and Wright

WHEREAS, Dr. S. John Davis, former Virginia State Superintendent of Public Instruction, died on
November 22, 2009; and

WHEREAS, a native of Indiana, Pennsylvania, S. John "Jack" Davis was born on October 9, 1928;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Davis received his bachelor's degree from Indiana University of Pennsylvania in
1950, a master's degree in educational administration in 1955 from George Washington University, and a
doctorate from American University in 1972; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Davis served as a teacher and an administrator for the Arlington County Public
Schools and the Fairfax County Public Schools; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Davis served as the superintendent of the Fairfax County Public Schools, the largest
school system in the Commonwealth, for 10 years; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Davis was initially appointed to the position of Virginia State Superintendent of
Public Instruction by Governor John H. Dalton in 1978 and reappointed by Governors Charles S. Robb
and Gerald L. Bdliles; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Davis, while serving as state superintendent, helped introduce the first statewide
testing program, the Literacy Passport, which ultimately led to today's Standards of Learning;
implemented the first magnet schools and summer academies for gifted students; provided the leadership
needed to establish the Governor's School programs; and strongly supported programs for exceptional
children and distance learning via satellite technology; and many other educational programs that
directly benefit all Virginians; and

WHEREAS, upon his retirement, Dr. Davis established the educational consulting firm of S. John
Davis and Associates, Ltd., assisting many school systems in resolving difficult problems; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure as state superintendent, Dr. Davis served with distinction as a trustee
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, as a member of the Southern Regional Education
Board and the Council of Higher Education, and as a commissioner with the Education Commission of
the States; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Davis will be greatly missed and fondly remembered by his family, colleagues,
admirers, and friends as an outstanding educator and humanitarian; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly mourn
the passing of Dr. S. John Davis, a dedicated servant and outstanding Virginian; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
for presentation to the family of Dr. S. John Davis as an expression of the General Assembly's respect
for his memory and his decades of public service to the citizens of the Commonwealth.
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