
2010 SESSION

INTRODUCED

10100460D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 215
2 Offered January 13, 2010
3 Prefiled January 8, 2010
4 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 24.2-959 and 24.2-959.1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to
5 requirements for campaign telephone calls; caller identification.
6 ––––––––––

Patrons––Alexander and Hugo
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That §§ 24.2-959 and 24.2-959.1 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 24.2-959. Requirements for campaign telephone calls sponsored by a candidate or candidate
13 campaign committee.
14 It shall be unlawful for any candidate or candidate campaign committee to make campaign telephone
15 calls without disclosing, before the conclusion of each telephone call, information to identify the
16 candidate or candidate campaign committee who has authorized and is paying for the calls unless such
17 call is terminated prematurely by means beyond the maker's control.
18 The person making the telephone call shall disclose the name of the candidate.
19 It shall be unlawful for any candidate or candidate campaign committee making campaign telephone
20 calls to falsify or disguise caller identification information transmitted to the recipient of any campaign
21 telephone call. If the caller identification information includes a name associated with the telephone
22 number, the caller identification information shall include the name of the candidate or candidate
23 campaign that has authorized and is paying for the calls.
24 It shall also be unlawful (i) for any candidate or candidate campaign committee who contracts for
25 campaign telephone calls to fail to provide to the persons making the telephone calls the identifying
26 information required by this section or (ii) for any person to provide a false or fictitious name or
27 address when providing the identifying information required.
28 § 24.2-959.1. Requirements for campaign telephone calls sponsored by a political committee or
29 person other than a candidate or candidate campaign committee.
30 It shall be unlawful for any person or political committee to make campaign telephone calls without
31 disclosing, before the conclusion of each telephone call, information to identify the person or political
32 committee who has authorized and is paying for the calls unless such call is terminated prematurely by
33 means beyond the maker's control.
34 The person making the telephone call shall disclose the following identifying information: the name
35 of the political committee if the calls are authorized by that committee or an agent of that committee;
36 and in the case of a committee that has filed a statement of organization under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945
37 et seq.), the full name of the committee and a registration number provided by the State Board; or in
38 any other case, the full name and residence address of the individual responsible for the campaign
39 telephone calls.
40 It shall be unlawful for any person or political committee making campaign telephone calls to falsify
41 or disguise caller identification information transmitted to the recipient of any campaign telephone call.
42 If the caller identification information includes a name associated with the telephone number, the caller
43 identification information shall include the name of the person or political committee that has authorized
44 and is paying for the calls.
45 It shall also be unlawful (i) for any person who contracts for campaign telephone calls to fail to
46 provide to the persons making the telephone calls the identifying information required by this section or
47 (ii) for any person to provide a false or fictitious name or address when providing the identifying
48 information required.
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