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HOUSE BILL NO. 197
AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
(Proposed by the House Committee on Transportation
on February 4, 2010)
(Patron Prior to Substitute—Delegate Ware, R.L.)
A BILL to amend and reenact § 33.1-70.3 of the Code of Virginia, relating to taking new streets into the
state secondary highway system.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That §33.1-70.3 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 33.1-70.3. Requirements for taking new streets into state secondary highway system.

A. The local governing body of any county that has not withdrawn from the state secondary highway
system or any town within which the Virginia Department of Transportation maintains the streets, may,
by resolution, request the Commonwedth Transportation Board to take any new street into the
secondary system of state highways for maintenance if such street has been developed and constructed
in accordance with the Board's secondary street acceptance requirements. Only those streets constructed
in compliance with the secondary street acceptance requirements shall be taken into the state secondary
highway system for maintenance. The Board shall promulgate regulations establishing such secondary
street acceptance requirements. The secondary street acceptance requirements established pursuant to this
section shall include such provisions as the Board deems necessary or appropriate to achieve the safe
and efficient operation of the Commonwealth's transportation network.

B. In addition to such other provisions deemed necessary or appropriate by the Board, the regulations
shall include, but not be limited to (i) requirements to ensure the connectivity of road and pedestrian
networks with the existing and future transportation network; (ii) provisions to minimize stormwater
runoff and impervious surface area, and (iii) provisions for performance bonding of new secondary
streets and associated cost recovery fees.

C. No initia regulation establishing secondary street acceptance requirements pursuant to this section
shall apply to subdivision plats and subdivision construction plans that have been submitted and
accepted for review by the Virginia Department of Transportation on or before the effective date of such
initial regulations. No locality shall be obligated to approve any subdivision plat or subdivision
construction plans that are inconsistent with these regulations.

D. Furthermore, nothing in this section or in any regulation, policy, or practice adopted pursuant to
this section shall prevent the acceptance of any street or segment of a street within a network addition
that meets one or more of the public service requirements addressed in the regulations provided that the
network addition satisfies all other requirements adopted pursuant to this section. In cases where a
majority of the lots along the street or street segment remain undeveloped and construction traffic is
expected to utilize that street or street segment after acceptance, the bonding requirement for such street
or street segment may be required by the Department to be extended for up to one year beyond that
required in the secondary street acceptance requirements.
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