
2009 SESSION

ENROLLED

1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact § 2.1 of Chapter 890 of the Acts of Assembly of 1988, as amended by
3 Chapter 378 of the Acts of Assembly of 2007, relating to the composition of the Washington
4 Metropolitan Area Transit Commission.

5 [S 932]
6 Approved

7 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
8 1. That § 2.1 of Chapter 890 of the Acts of Assembly of 1988, as amended by Chapter 378 of the
9 Acts of Assembly of 2007, is amended and reenacted as follows:

10 § 2.1. Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Regulation Compact.-Whereas, the Commonwealth of
11 Virginia (Chapter 627, 1958 Acts of Assembly), the State of Maryland (Chapter 613, Acts of General
12 Assembly, 1959), and the Commissioners of the District of Columbia (resolution of the Board of
13 Commissioners, December 22, 1960) entered into and executed the Washington Metropolitan Area
14 Transit Regulation Compact on December 22, 1960; and
15 Whereas, the Congress of the United States has, by joint resolution approved October 9, 1962 (Public
16 Law 87-767; 76 Stat. 764), given its consent to the State of Maryland, and the Commonwealth of
17 Virginia to effectuate certain clarifying amendments to the Compact, and has authorized and directed the
18 Commissioners of the District of Columbia to effectuate the amendments on behalf of the United States
19 for the District of Columbia; and
20 Whereas, the Commonwealth of Virginia (Chapter 67, 1962 Acts of Assembly), the State of
21 Maryland (Chapter 114, Acts of General Assembly, 1962), and the Commissioners of the District of
22 Columbia (resolution of the Board of Commissioners adopted on March 19, 1963) have adopted those
23 clarifying amendments to the Compact;
24 Now, therefore, the State of Maryland, the Commonwealth of Virginia and the District of Columbia,
25 hereafter referred to as the signatories, covenant and agree as follows:
26 TITLE I.
27 GENERAL COMPACT PROVISIONS.
28 Article I.
29 There is created the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit District, referred to as the Metropolitan
30 District, which shall include: the District of Columbia; the cities of Alexandria and Falls Church of the
31 Commonwealth of Virginia; Arlington County and Fairfax County of the Commonwealth of Virginia,
32 the political subdivisions located within those counties, and that portion of Loudoun County, Virginia,
33 occupied by the Washington Dulles International Airport; Montgomery County and Prince George's
34 County of the State of Maryland, and the political subdivisions located within those counties; and all
35 other cities now or hereafter existing in Maryland or Virginia within the geographic area bounded by the
36 outer boundaries of the combined area of those counties, cities, and airports.
37 Article II.
38 1. The signatories hereby create the "Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Commission," hereafter
39 called the "Commission," which shall be an instrumentality of the District of Columbia, the
40 Commonwealth of Virginia, and the State of Maryland, and shall have the powers and duties set forth in
41 the Compact and those additional powers and additional powers and duties conferred upon it by
42 subsequent action of the signatories.
43 2. The Commission shall have jurisdiction coextensive with the Metropolitan District for the
44 regulation of passenger transportation within the Metropolitan District on a coordinated basis, without
45 regard to political boundaries within the Metropolitan District, as set forth in this Compact.
46 Article III.
47 1. (A) The Commission shall be composed of three members, one member appointed by the
48 Governor of Virginia from the Department of Motor Vehicles of the Commonwealth of Virginia, one
49 member appointed by the Governor of Maryland from the Maryland Public Service Commission, and
50 one member appointed by the Mayor of the District of Columbia from the Public Service Commission
51 of the District of Columbia a District of Columbia agency with oversight of matters relating to the
52 Commission.
53 (B) A member appointed shall serve for a term coincident with the term of that member on the
54 agency of the signatory, and a member may be removed or suspended from office as the law of the
55 appointing signatory provides.
56 (C) Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term in the same manner as an original appointment.
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57 (D) An amendment to Section 1 (A) of this Article shall not affect any member in office on the
58 amendment's effective date.
59 2. A person in the employment of or holding an official relation to a person or company subject to
60 the jurisdiction of the Commission or having an interest of any nature in a person or company or
61 affiliate or associate thereof, may not hold the office of commissioner or serve as an employee of the
62 Commission or have any power or duty or receive any compensation in relation to the Commission.
63 3. (A) The Commission shall select a chairman from among its members.
64 (B) The chairman shall be responsible for the Commission's work and shall have all powers to
65 discharge that duty.
66 4. A signatory may pay the Commissioner from its jurisdiction the salary or expenses, if any, that it
67 considers appropriate.
68 5. (A) The Commission may employ engineering, technical, legal, clerical, and other personnel on a
69 regular, part-time, or consulting basis to assist in the discharge of its functions.
70 (B) The Commission is not bound by any statute or regulation of a signatory in the employment or
71 discharge of an officer or employee of the Commission, except that contained in this Compact.
72 6. The Commission shall establish its office at a location to be determined by the Commission within
73 the Metropolitan District and shall publish rules and regulations governing the conduct of its operations.
74 Article IV.
75 1. (A) The signatories shall bear the expenses of the Commission in the manner set forth here.
76 (B) The Commission shall submit to the Governor of Virginia, the Governor of Maryland, and the
77 Mayor of the District of Columbia, when requested, a budget of its requirements for the period required
78 by the laws of the signatories for presentation to the legislature.
79 (C) The Commission shall allocate its expenses among the signatories in the proportion that the
80 population of each signatory within the Metropolitan District bears to the total population of the
81 Metropolitan District.
82 (D) (I) The Commission shall base its allocation on the latest available population statistics of the
83 Bureau of the Census; or
84 (II) If current population data are not available, the Commission may, upon the request of a
85 signatory, employ estimates of population prepared in a manner approved by the Commission and by the
86 signatory making the request.
87 (E) The Governors of the two states and the Mayor of the District of Columbia shall approve the
88 allocation made by the Commission.
89 2. (A) The signatories shall appropriate their proportion of the budget for the expenses of the
90 Commission and shall pay that appropriation to the Commission.
91 (B) The budget of the Commission and the appropriations of the signatories may not include a sum
92 for the payment of salaries or expenses of the Commissioners.
93 (C) The provisions of § 2.1-30 of the Code of Virginia do not apply to any official or employee of
94 the Commonwealth of Virginia acting or performing services under this Act.
95 3. (A) If the Commission requests and a signatory makes available personnel, services, or material
96 which the Commission would otherwise have to employ or purchase, the Commission shall:
97 (I) determine an amount; and
98 (II) reduce the expenses allocable to a signatory.
99 (B) If any services in kind are rendered, the Commission shall return to the signatory an amount

100 equivalent to the savings to the Commission represented by the contribution in kind.
101 4. (A) The Commission shall have the power to establish fees under regulations, including but not
102 limited to filing fees and annual fees.
103 (B) The Commission shall return to the signatories fees established by it in proportion to the share of
104 the Commission's expenses home by each signatory in the fiscal year during which the fees were
105 collected.
106 5. (A) The Commission shall keep accurate books of account, showing in full its receipts and
107 disbursements.
108 (B) The books of account shall be open for inspection by representatives of the respective signatories
109 at any reasonable time.
110 Article V.
111 1. An action by the Commission may not be effective unless a majority of the members concur.
112 2. An order entered by the Commission under the provisions of Title II of this Act which affect
113 operations or matters solely intrastate or solely within the District of Columbia may not be effective
114 unless the Commissioner from the affected signatory concurs.
115 3. Two members of the Commission are a quorum.
116 4. The Commission may delegate by regulation the tasks that it considers appropriate.
117 Article VI.
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118 This Compact does not amend, alter, or affect the power of the signatories and their political
119 subdivisions to levy and collect taxes on the property or income of any person or company subject to
120 this Act or upon any material, equipment, or supplies purchased by that person or company or to levy,
121 assess, and collect franchise or other similar taxes, or fees for the licensing of vehicles and their
122 operation.
123 Article VII.
124 This amended Compact shall become effective ninety days after the signatories adopt it.
125 Article VIII.
126 1. (A) This Compact may be amended from time to time without the prior consent or approval of the
127 Congress of the United States and any amendment shall be effective unless, within one year, the
128 Congress disapproves that amendment.
129 (B) An amendment may not be effective unless adopted by each of the signatories.
130 2. (A) A signatory may withdraw from the Compact upon written notice to the other signatories.
131 (B) In the event of a withdrawal, the Compact shall be terminated at the end of the Commission's
132 next full fiscal year following the notice.
133 3. Upon the termination of this Compact, the jurisdiction over the matters and persons covered by
134 this Act shall revert to the signatories and the federal government, as their interests may appear, and the
135 applicable laws of the signatories and the federal government shall be reactivated without further
136 legislation.
137 Article IX.
138 Each of the signatories pledges to each of the other signatories faithful cooperation in the regulation
139 of passenger transportation within the Metropolitan District and agrees to enact any necessary legislation
140 to achieve the objectives of the Compact for the mutual benefit of the citizens living in the Metropolitan
141 District.
142 Article X.
143 1. If a provision of this Act or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid in a court
144 of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or any other application of this
145 Act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and for this purpose the
146 provisions of this Act are declared severable.
147 2. In accordance with the ordinary rules for construction of interstate compacts, this Act shall be
148 liberally construed to effectuate its purposes.
149 TITLE II.
150 COMPACT REGULATORY PROVISIONS.
151 Article XI.
152 1. This Act shall apply to the transportation for hire by any carrier of persons between any points in
153 the Metropolitan District, including but not limited to:
154 (A) As to interstate and foreign commerce, transportation performed over a regular route between a
155 point in the Metropolitan District and a point outside the Metropolitan District if:
156 (I) The majority of passengers transported over that regular route are transported between points
157 within the Metropolitan District; and
158 (II) That regular route is authorized by a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by the
159 Interstate Commerce Commission; and
160 (B) The rates, charges, regulations, and minimum insurance requirements for taxicabs and other
161 vehicles that perform a bona fide taxicab service, where the taxicab or other vehicle:
162 (I) has a seating capacity of nine persons or less, including the driver; and
163 (II) provides transportation from one signatory to another within the Metropolitan District.
164 2. Solely for the purposes of this section and Section 18 of this Article:
165 (A) The Metropolitan District shall include that portion of Anne Arundel County, Maryland, occupied
166 by the Baltimore-Washington International Airport; and
167 (B) Jurisdiction of the Commission shall apply to taxicab rates, charges, regulations, and minimum
168 insurance requirements for interstate transportation between the Baltimore-Washington International
169 Airport and other points in the Metropolitan District, unless conducted by a taxicab licensed by the state
170 of Maryland or a political subdivision of the state of Maryland, or operated under a contract with the
171 state of Maryland.
172 3. Excluded from the application of this Act are:
173 (A) Transportation by water, air, or rail;
174 (B) Transportation performed by the federal government, the signatories to this Compact, or any
175 political subdivision of the signatories;
176 (C) Transportation performed by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority;
177 (D) Transportation by a motor vehicle employed solely in transporting teachers and school children
178 through grade 12 to or from public or private schools;
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179 (E) Transportation performed over a regular route between a point in the Metropolitan District and a
180 point outside the Metropolitan District, including transportation between those points on the regular route
181 that are within the Metropolitan District, if:
182 (I) the majority of passengers transported over the regular route are not transported between points in
183 the Metropolitan District; and
184 (II) the regular route is authorized by a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by the
185 Interstate Commerce Commission;
186 (F) Matters other than rates, charges, regulations, and minimum insurance requirements relating to
187 vehicles and operations described in sections 1(B) and 2 of this article;
188 (G) Transportation solely within the Commonwealth of Virginia and the activities of persons
189 performing that transportation; and
190 (H) The exercise of any power or the discharge of any duty conferred or imposed upon the State
191 Corporation Commission of the Commonwealth of Virginia by the Virginia Constitution.
192 Definitions.
193 4. In this Act the following words have the meanings indicated.
194 (A) "Carrier" means a person who engages in the transportation of passengers by motor vehicle or
195 other form or means of conveyance for hire.
196 (B) "Motor vehicle" means an automobile, bus, or other vehicle propelled or drawn by mechanical or
197 electrical power on the public streets or highways of the Metropolitan District and used for the
198 transportation of passengers.
199 (C) "Person" means an individual, firm, copartnership, corporation, company, association or joint
200 stock association, and includes a trustee, receiver, assignee, or personal representative of them.
201 (D) "Taxicab" means a motor vehicle for hire (other than a vehicle operated under a certificate of
202 Authority issued by the Commission) having a seating capacity of nine persons or less, including the
203 driver, used to accept or solicit passengers along the public streets for transportation.
204 General Duties of Carriers.
205 5. Each authorized carrier shall:
206 (A) Provide safe and adequate transportation service, equipment, and facilities; and
207 (B) Observe and enforce Commission regulations established under this Act.
208 Certificates of Authority.
209 6. (A) A person may not engage in transportation subject to this Act unless there is in force a
210 "certificate of Authority" issued by the Commission authorizing the person to engage in that
211 transportation.
212 (B) On the effective date of this Act a person engaged in transportation subject to this Act under an
213 existing "certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity" or order issued by the Commission shall be
214 issued a new "certificate of Authority" within 120 days after the effective date of this amendment.
215 (C) (I) Pending issuance of the new certificate of Authority, the continuance of operations shall be
216 permitted under an existing certificate or order issued by the Commission which will continue in effect
217 on the effective date of this Act.
218 (II) The operations described in paragraph (I) of this subsection shall be performed according to the
219 rates, regulations, and practices of the certificate holder on file with the Commission on the effective
220 date of this Act.
221 7. (A) When an application is made under this section for a certificate of Authority, the Commission
222 shall issue a certificate to any qualified applicant, authorizing all or any part of the transportation
223 covered by the application, if it finds that:
224 (I) The applicant is fit, willing, and able to perform that transportation properly, conform to the
225 provisions of this Act, and conform to the rules, regulations and requirements of the Commission; and
226 (II) That the transportation is consistent with the public interest.
227 (B) If the Commission finds that the requirements of subsection (A) of this section have not been
228 met, the application shall be denied by the Commission.
229 (C) The Commission shall act upon applications under this Act as soon as possible.
230 (D) The Commission may attach to the issuance of a certificate and to the exercise of the rights
231 granted under it any term, condition, or limitation that is consistent with the public interest.
232 (E) A term, condition, or limitation imposed by the Commission may not restrict the right of a
233 carrier to add to equipment and facilities over the routes or within the territory specified in the
234 certificate, as business development and public demand may require.
235 (F) A person applying for or holding a certificate of Authority shall comply with Commission
236 regulations regarding maintenance of a surety bond, insurance policy, self-insurance qualification, or
237 other security or agreement in an amount that the Commission may require to pay any final judgment
238 against a carrier for bodily injury or death of a person, or for loss or damage to property of another,
239 resulting from the operation, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle or other equipment in performing
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240 transportation subject to this Act.
241 (G) A certificate of Authority is not valid unless the holder is in compliance with the insurance
242 requirements of the Commission.
243 8. Application to the Commission for a certificate under this Act shall be:
244 (A) Made in writing;
245 (B) Verified; and
246 (C) In the form and with the information that the Commission regulations require.
247 9. (A) A certificate of Authority issued by the Commission shall specify the route over which a
248 regularly scheduled commuter service or other regular-route service will operate.
249 (B) A certificate issued by the Commission authorizing irregular-route service shall be coextensive
250 with the Metropolitan District.
251 (C) A carrier subject to this Act may not provide any passenger transportation for hire on an
252 individual fare paying basis in competition with an existing, scheduled, regular-route, passenger
253 transportation service performed by, or under a contract with, the federal government, a signatory to the
254 Compact, a political subdivision of a signatory, or the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority,
255 notwithstanding any "Certificate of Authority."
256 (D) A certificate for the transportation of passengers may include authority to transport newspapers,
257 passenger baggage, express, or mail in the same vehicle, or to transport passenger baggage in a separate
258 vehicle.
259 10. (A) Certificates shall be effective from the date specified on them and shall remain in effect until
260 amended, suspended, or terminated.
261 (B) Upon application by the holder of a certificate, the Commission may suspend, amend, or
262 terminate the Certificate of Authority.
263 (C) Upon complaint or the Commission's own initiative, the Commission, after notice and hearing,
264 may suspend or revoke all or part of any Certificate of Authority for willful failure to comply with:
265 (I) A provision of this Act;
266 (II) An order, rule, or regulation of the Commission; or
267 (III) A term, condition, or limitation of the certificate.
268 (D) The Commission may direct that a carrier cease an operation conducted under a certificate if the
269 Commission finds the operation, after notice and hearing, to be inconsistent with the public interest.
270 11. (A) A person may not transfer a Certificate of Authority unless the Commission approves the
271 transfer as consistent with the public interest.
272 (B) A person other than the person to whom an operating authority is issued by the Commission may
273 not lease, rent, or otherwise use that operating authority.
274 12. (A) A carrier may not abandon any scheduled commuter service operated under a Certificate of
275 Authority issued to the carrier under this Act, unless the Commission authorizes the carrier to do so by
276 a Commission order.
277 (B) Upon application by a carrier, the Commission shall issue an order, after notice and hearing, if it
278 finds that abandonment of the route is consistent with the public interest.
279 (C) The Commission, by regulation or otherwise, may authorize the temporary suspension of a route
280 if it is consistent with the public interest.
281 (D) As long as the carrier has an opportunity to earn a reasonable return in all its operations, the fact
282 that a carrier is operating a service at a loss will not, of itself, determine the question of whether
283 abandonment of service is consistent with the public interest.
284 13. (A) When the Commission finds that there is an immediate need for service that is not available,
285 the Commission may grant temporary authority for that service without a hearing or other proceeding up
286 to a maximum of 180 consecutive days, unless suspended or revoked for good cause.
287 (B) A grant of temporary authority does not create any presumption that permanent authority will be
288 granted at a later date.
289 Rates and Tariffs.
290 14. (A) Each carrier shall file with the Commission, publish, and keep available for public inspection
291 tariffs showing:
292 (I) Fixed-rates and fixed-fares for transportation subject to this Act; and
293 (II) Practices and regulations, including those affecting rates and fares, required by the Commission.
294 (B) Each effective tariff shall:
295 (I) Remain in effect for at least 60 days from its effective date, unless the Commission orders
296 otherwise; and
297 (II) Be published and kept available for public inspection in the form and manner prescribed by the
298 Commission.
299 (C) A carrier may not charge a rate or fare for transportation subject to this Act other than the
300 applicable rate or fare specified in a tariff filed by the carrier under this Act and in effect at the time.
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301 15. (A) A carrier proposing to change a rate, fare, regulation, or practice specified in an effective
302 tariff shall file a tariff showing the change in the form and manner, and with the information,
303 justification, notice, and supporting material prescribed by the Commission.
304 (B) Each tariff filed under subsection (A) of this section shall state a date on which the tariff shall
305 take effect, which shall be at least seven calendar days after the date on which the tariff is filed, unless
306 the Commission orders an earlier effective date or rejects the tariff.
307 (C) (I) A tariff filed for approval with the Commission may be refused acceptance for filing if it is
308 not consistent with this Act and Commission regulations; and
309 (II) A tariff refused for filing shall be void.
310 16. (A) The Commission may hold a hearing upon complaint or upon the Commission's own
311 initiative after reasonable notice to determine whether a rate, fare, regulation, or practice relating to a
312 tariff is unjust, unreasonable, unduly discriminatory, or unduly preferential between classes of riders or
313 between locations within the Metropolitan District.
314 (B) Within 120 days of the hearing, the Commission shall pass an order prescribing the lawful rate,
315 fare, regulation, or practice, or affirming the tariff.
316 Through Routes, Joint Fares.
317 17. With the approval of the Commission, any carrier subject to this Act may establish through
318 routes and joint fares with any other lawfully authorized carrier.
319 Taxicab Fares.
320 18. (A) the Commission shall prescribe reasonable rates for transportation by taxicab, only when:
321 (I) The trip is between a point in the jurisdiction of one signatory and a point in the jurisdiction of
322 another signatory; and
323 (II) Both points are within the Metropolitan District.
324 (B) The fare or charge for taxicab transportation may be calculated on a mileage basis, a zone basis,
325 or on any other basis approved by the Commission.
326 (C) The Commission may not require the installation of a taximeter in any taxicab when a taximeter
327 is not permitted or required by the jurisdiction licensing and otherwise regulating the operation and
328 service of the taxicab.
329 (D) A person licensed by a signatory to own or operate a taxicab shall comply with Commission
330 regulations regarding maintenance of a surety bond, insurance policy, self-insurance qualification, or
331 other security or agreement in an amount that the Commission may require to pay a final judgment for
332 bodily injury or death of a person, or for loss or damage to property of another, resulting from the
333 operation, maintenance, or use of a taxicab in performing transportation subject to this Act.
334 Article XII.
335 Accounts, Records, and Reports.
336 1. (A) The Commission may prescribe that any carrier subject to this Act:
337 (I) Submit special reports and annual or other periodic reports;
338 (II) Make reports in a form and manner required by the Commission;
339 (III) Provide a detailed answer to any question about which the Commission requires information;
340 (IV) Submit reports and answers under oath; and
341 (V) Keep accounts, records, and memoranda of its activity, including movement of traffic and receipt
342 and expenditure of money in a form and for a period required by the Commission.
343 (B) The Commission shall have access at all times to the accounts, records, memoranda, lands,
344 buildings, and equipment of any carrier for inspection purposes.
345 (C) This section shall apply to any person controlling, controlled by, or under common control with
346 a carrier subject to this Act, whether or not that person otherwise is subject to this Act.
347 (D) A carrier that has its principal office outside of the Metropolitan District J operates both inside
348 and outside of the Metropolitan District may keep all accounts, records, and memoranda at its principal
349 office, but the carrier shall produce those materials before the Commission when directed by the
350 Commission.
351 (E) This section does not relieve a carrier from recordkeeping or reporting obligations imposed by a
352 state or federal agency or regulatory commission for transportation service rendered outside the
353 Metropolitan District.
354 Issuance of Securities.
355 2. This Act does not impair any authority of the federal government and the signatories to regulate
356 the issuance of securities by a carrier.
357 Consolidations, Mergers, and Acquisition of Control.
358 3. (A) A carrier or any person controlling, controlled by, or under common control with a carrier
359 shall obtain Commission approval to;
360 (I) Consolidate or merge any part of the ownership, management, or operation of its property or
361 franchise with a carrier that operates in the Metropolitan District;
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362 (II) Purchase, lease, or contract to operate a substantial part of the property or franchise of another
363 carrier that operates in the Metropolitan District; or
364 (III) Acquire control of another carrier that operates in the Metropolitan District through ownership
365 of its stock or other means.
366 (B) Application for Commission approval of a transaction under this section shall be made in the
367 form and with the information that the regulations of the Commission require.
368 (C) If the Commission finds, after notice and hearing, that the proposed transaction is consistent with
369 the public interest, the Commission shall pass an order authorizing the transaction.
370 (D) Pending determination of an application filed under this section, the Commission may grant
371 "temporary approval" without a hearing or other proceeding up to a maximum of 180 consecutive days
372 if the Commission determines that grant to be consistent with the public interest.
373 Article XIII.
374 Investigations by the Commission and Complaints.
375 1. (A) A person may file a written complaint with the Commission regarding anything done or
376 omitted by a person in violation of a provision of this Act, or in violation of a requirement established
377 under it.
378 (B) (I) It the respondent does not satisfy the complaint and the facts suggest that there are reasonable
379 grounds for an investigation, the Commission shall investigate the matter.
380 (II) It the Commission determines that a complaint does not state facts which warrant action, the
381 Commission may dismiss the complaint without hearing.
382 (III) The Commission shall notify a respondent that a complaint has been filed at least ten days
383 before a hearing is set on the complaint.
384 (C) The Commission may investigate on its own motion a fact, condition, practice, or matter to;
385 (I) Determine whether a person has violated or will violate a provision of this Act or a rule,
386 regulation, or order;
387 (II) Enforce the provisions of this Act or prescribe or enforce rules or regulations under it; or
388 (III) Obtain information to recommend further legislation.
389 (D) If, after hearing, the Commission finds that a respondent has violated a provision of this Act or
390 any requirement established under it, the Commission shall;
391 (I) Issue an order to compel the respondent to comply with this Act; and
392 (II) Effect other just and reasonable relief.
393 (E) For the purpose of an investigation or other proceeding under this Act, the Commission may
394 administer oaths and affirmations, subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance, take evidence, and
395 require the production of books, papers, correspondence, memoranda, contracts, agreements, or other
396 records or evidence which the Commission considers relevant to the inquiry.
397 Hearings; Rules of Procedure.
398 2. (A) Hearings under this Act shall be held before the Commission, and records shall be kept.
399 (B) Rules of practice and procedure adopted by the Commission shall govern all hearings,
400 investigations, and proceedings under this Act, but the Commission may apply the technical rules of
401 evidence when appropriate.
402 Administrative powers of Commission; Rules, Regulations, and Orders.
403 3. (A) The Commission shall perform any act, and prescribe, issue, make, amend, or rescind any
404 order, rule, or regulation that it finds necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act.
405 (B) The rules and regulations of the Commission shall prescribe the form of any statement,
406 declaration, application, or report filed with the Commission, the information it shall contain, and the
407 time of filing.
408 (C) The rules and regulations of the Commission shall be effective thirty days after publication in the
409 manner which the Commission shall prescribe, unless a different date is specified.
410 (D) Orders of the Commission shall be effective on the date and in the manner which the
411 Commission shall prescribe.
412 (E) For the purposes of its rules and regulations, the Commission may classify persons and matters
413 within its jurisdiction and prescribe different requirements for them.
414 (F) Commission rules and regulations shall be available for public inspection during reasonable
415 business hours.
416 Reconsideration of Orders.
417 4. (A) A party to a proceeding affected by a final order or decision of the Commission may file
418 within thirty days of its publication a written application requesting Commission reconsideration of the
419 matter involved, and stating specifically the errors claimed as grounds for the reconsideration.
420 (B) The Commission shall grant or deny the application within thirty days after it has been filed.
421 (C) If the Commission does not grant or deny the application by order within thirty days, the
422 application shall be deemed denied.
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423 (D) If the application is granted, the Commission shall rescind, modify, or affirm its order or
424 decision with or without a hearing, after giving notice to all parties.
425 (E) Filing an application for reconsideration may not act as a stay upon the execution of a
426 Commission order or decision, or any part of it unless the Commission orders otherwise.
427 (F) An appeal may not be taken from an order or decision of the Commission until an application
428 for reconsideration has been filed and determined.
429 (G) Only an error specified as a ground for reconsideration may be used as a ground for judicial
430 review.
431 Judicial Review.
432 5. (A) Any party to a proceeding under this Act may obtain a review of the Commission's order in
433 the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, or in the United States Court of Appeals for
434 the District of Columbia Circuit, by filing within sixty days after Commission determination of an
435 application for reconsideration, a written petition praying that the order of the Commission be modified
436 or set aside.
437 (B) A copy of the petition shall be delivered to the office of the Commission and the Commission
438 shall certify and file with the court a transcript of the record upon which the Commission order was
439 entered.
440 (C) The court shall have exclusive jurisdiction to affirm, modify, remand for reconsideration, or set
441 aside the Commission's order.
442 (D) The court's judgment shall be final, subject to review by the Supreme Court of the United States
443 upon certiorari or certification as provided in Title 28 U.S.C. §§ 1254 and 2350.
444 (E) The commencement of proceedings under subsection (A) of this section may not operate as a
445 stay of the Commission's order unless specifically ordered by the court.
446 (F) The Commission and its members, officers, agents, employees, or representatives are not liable to
447 suit or action or for any judgment or decree for damages, loss, or injury resulting from action taken
448 under the Act, nor required in any case arising or any appeal taken under this Act to make a deposit,
449 pay costs, or pay for service to the clerks of a court or to the marshal of the United States or give a
450 supersedeas bond or security for damages.
451 Enforcement of Act; Penalty for Violations.
452 6. (A) Whenever the Commission determines that a person is engaged or will engage in an act or
453 practice which violates a provision of this Act or a rule, regulation, or order under it, the Commission
454 may bring an action in the United States District Court in the district in which the person resides or
455 conducts business or in which the violation occurred to enjoin the act or practice and to enforce
456 compliance with this Act or a rule, regulation, or order under it.
457 (B) If the court makes a determination under subsection (A) of this section, that a person has
458 violated or will violate this Act or a rule, regulation, or order under the Act, the court shall grant a
459 permanent or temporary injunction or decree or restraining order without bond.
460 (C) Upon application of the Commission, the United States District Court for the district in which
461 the person resides or conducts business, or in which the violation occurred, shall have jurisdiction to
462 issue an order directing that person to comply with the provisions of this Act or a rule, regulation, or
463 order of the Commission under it, and to effect other just and reasonable relief.
464 (D) The Commission may employ attorneys necessary for:
465 (I) The conduct of its work;
466 (II) Representation of the public interest in Commission investigations, cases or proceedings on the
467 Commission's own initiative or upon complaint; or
468 (III) Representation of the Commission in any court case.
469 (E) The expenses of employing an attorney shall be paid out of the funds of the Commission, unless
470 otherwise directed by the court.
471 (F) (I) A person who knowingly and willfully violates a provision of this Act, or a rule, regulation,
472 requirement, or order issued under it, or a term or condition of a certificate shall be subject to a civil
473 forfeiture of not more than $1,000 for the first violation and not more than $5,000 for any subsequent
474 violation.
475 (II) Each day of the violation shall constitute a separate violation.
476 (III) Civil forfeitures shall be paid to the Commission with interest as assessed by the court.
477 (IV) The Commission shall pay to each signatory a share of the civil forfeitures and interest equal to
478 the proportional share of the Commission's expenses borne by each signatory in the fiscal year during
479 which the civil forfeiture is collected by the Commission.
480 Article XIV.
481 Expenses of Investigations and Other Proceedings.
482 1. (A) A carrier shall bear all expenses of an investigation or other proceeding conducted by the
483 Commission concerning the carrier, and all litigation expenses, including appeals, arising from an
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484 investigation or other proceeding.
485 (B) When the Commission initiates an investigation or other proceeding, the Commission may
486 require the carrier to pay to the Commission a sum estimated to cover the expenses that will be incurred
487 under this section.
488 (C) Money paid by the carrier shall be deposited in the name and to the credit of the Commission, in
489 any bank or other depository located in the Metropolitan District designated by the Commission, and the
490 Commission may disburse that money to defray expenses of the investigation, proceeding, or litigation
491 in question.
492 (D) The Commission shall return to the carrier any unexpended balance remaining after payment of
493 expenses.
494 Applicability of Other Laws.
495 2. (A) The applicability of each law, rule, regulation, or order of a signatory relating to transportation
496 subject to this Act shall be suspended on the effective date of this Act.
497 (B) The provisions of subsection (A) of this section do not apply to a law of a signatory relating to
498 inspection of equipment and facilities.
499 (C) During the existence of the Compact, the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission is
500 suspended to the extent it is in conflict with the provisions of this Act.
501 Existing Rules, Regulations, Orders, and Decisions.
502 3. All Commission rules, regulations, orders, or decisions that are in force on the effective date of
503 this Act shall remain in effect and be enforceable under this Act, unless otherwise provided by the
504 Commission.
505 Pending Actions or Proceedings.
506 4. A suit, action, or other judicial proceeding commenced prior to the effective date of this Act by or
507 against the Commission is not affected by the enactment of this Act and shall be prosecuted and
508 determined under the law applicable at the time the proceeding was commenced.
509 Annual Report of the Commission.
510 5. The Commission shall make an annual report for each fiscal year ending June 30, to the Governor
511 of Virginia and the Governor of Maryland, and to the Mayor of the District of Columbia as soon as
512 practicable after June 30, but no later than the first day of January of each year, which may contain, in
513 addition to a report of the work performed under this Act, other information and recommendations
514 concerning passenger transportation within the Metropolitan District as the Commission considers
515 advisable.
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