
2009 SESSION

ENROLLED

1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact §§ 3.2-6521, 3.2-6536, 16.1-69.48:1, 17.1-275.7, 46.2-104, 46.2-752, and
3 46.2-1157 of the Code of Virginia, relating to collection of court costs.

4 [S 890]
5 Approved

6 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
7 1. That §§ 3.2-6521, 3.2-6536, 16.1-69.48:1, 17.1-275.7, 46.2-104, 46.2-752, and 46.2-1157 of the
8 Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
9 § 3.2-6521. Rabies inoculation of dogs and domesticated cats; availability of certificate; rabies clinics.

10 A. The owner or custodian of all dogs and domesticated cats four months of age and older shall have
11 them currently vaccinated for rabies by a licensed veterinarian or licensed veterinary technician who is
12 under the immediate and direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian on the premises. The supervising
13 veterinarian on the premises shall provide the owner of the dog or the custodian of the domesticated cat
14 with a certificate of vaccination. The owner of the dog or the custodian of the domesticated cat shall
15 furnish within a reasonable period of time, upon the request of an animal control officer, humane
16 investigator, law-enforcement officer, State Veterinarian's representative, or official of the Department of
17 Health, the certificate of vaccination for such dog or cat. The vaccine used shall be licensed by the U.S.
18 Department of Agriculture for use in that species.
19 B. Rabies clinics, approved by the appropriate health department and governing body, shall be held
20 at least once per year when the governing body finds that the number of resident veterinarians is
21 otherwise inadequate to meet the need.
22 C. Vaccination subsequent to a summons to appear before a court for failure to do so shall not
23 operate to relieve such owner from the penalties or court costs provided under § 16.1-69.48:1 or
24 17.1-275.7.
25 § 3.2-6536. Payment of license tax subsequent to summons.
26 Payment of the license tax subsequent to a summons to appear before a court for failure to pay the
27 license tax within the time required shall not operate to relieve such owner from the penalties or court
28 costs provided under § 16.1-69.48:1 or 17.1-275.7.
29 § 16.1-69.48:1. Fixed fee for misdemeanors, traffic infractions and other violations in district court;
30 additional fees to be added.
31 A. Assessment of the fees provided for in this section shall be based on: (i) an appearance for court
32 hearing in which there has been a finding of guilty; (ii) a written appearance with waiver of court
33 hearing and entry of guilty plea; (iii) for a defendant failing to appear, a trial in his or her absence
34 resulting in a finding of guilty; (iv) an appearance for court hearing in which the court requires that the
35 defendant successfully complete traffic school or a driver improvement clinic, in lieu of a finding of
36 guilty; or (v) a deferral of proceedings pursuant to §§ 4.1-305, 16.1-278.8, 16.1-278.9, 18.2-57.3,
37 18.2-251 or 19.2-303.2; or (vi) proof of compliance with law under §§ 46.2-104 and 46.2-1157.
38 In addition to any other fee prescribed by this section, a fee of $20 shall be taxed as costs whenever
39 a defendant fails to appear, unless, after a hearing requested by such person, good cause is shown for
40 such failure to appear. No defendant with multiple charges arising from a single incident shall be taxed
41 the applicable fixed fee provided in subsection B, C, or D of this section more than once for a single
42 appearance or trial in absence related to that incident. However, when a defendant who has multiple
43 charges arising from the same incident and who has been assessed a fixed fee for one of those charges
44 is later convicted of another charge that arises from that same incident and that has a higher fixed fee,
45 he shall be assessed the difference between the fixed fee earlier assessed and the higher fixed fee.
46 A defendant with charges which arise from separate incidents shall be taxed a fee for each incident
47 even if the charges from the multiple incidents are disposed of in a single appearance or trial in absence.
48 In addition to the fixed fees assessed pursuant to this section, in the appropriate cases, the clerk shall
49 also assess any costs otherwise specifically provided by statute.
50 B. In misdemeanors tried in district court, except for those proceedings provided for in subsection C,
51 there shall be assessed as court costs a fixed fee of $61. The amount collected, in whole or in part, for
52 the fixed fee shall be apportioned, as provided by law, to the following funds in the fractional amounts
53 designated:
54 1. Processing fee (General Fund) (.573770);
55 2. Virginia Crime Victim-Witness Fund (.049180);
56 3. Regional Criminal Justice Training Academies Fund (.016393);
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57 4. Courthouse Construction/Maintenance Fund (.032787);
58 5. Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund (.098361);
59 6. Intensified Drug Enforcement Jurisdiction Fund (.065574);
60 7. Sentencing/supervision fee (General Fund) (.131148); and
61 8. Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Victim Fund (.032787).
62 C. In criminal actions and proceedings in district court for a violation of any provision of Article 1
63 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2, there shall be assessed as court costs a fixed fee of $136.
64 The amount collected, in whole or in part, for the fixed fee shall be apportioned, as provided by law, to
65 the following funds in the fractional amounts designated:
66 1. Processing fee (General Fund) (.257353);
67 2. Virginia Crime Victim-Witness Fund (.022059);
68 3. Regional Criminal Justice Training Academies Fund (.007353);
69 4. Courthouse Construction/Maintenance Fund (.014706);
70 5. Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund (.044118);
71 6. Intensified Drug Enforcement Jurisdiction Fund (.029412);
72 7. Drug Offender Assessment and Treatment Fund (.551471);
73 8. Forensic laboratory fee and sentencing/supervision fee (General Fund) (.058824); and
74 9. Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Victim Fund (.014706).
75 D. In traffic infractions tried in district court, there shall be assessed as court costs a fixed fee of
76 $51. The amount collected, in whole or in part, for the fixed fee shall be apportioned, as provided by
77 law, to the following funds in the fractional amounts designated:
78 1. Processing fee (General Fund) (.764706);
79 2. Virginia Crime Victim-Witness Fund (.058824);
80 3. Regional Criminal Justice Training Academies Fund (.019608);
81 4. Courthouse Construction/Maintenance Fund (.039216);
82 5. Intensified Drug Enforcement Jurisdiction Fund (.078431); and
83 6. Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Victim Fund (.039216).
84 § 17.1-275.7. Fixed misdemeanor fee.
85 In circuit court, upon (i) conviction of any and each misdemeanor, not originally charged as a felony;
86 (ii) a deferred disposition of proceedings in the case of any and each misdemeanor not originally
87 charged as a felony and deferred pursuant to the terms and conditions of § 4.1-305, 16.1-278.8,
88 16.1-278.9, 18.2-57.3, or 19.2-303.2; or (iii) any and each conviction of a traffic infraction or referral to
89 a driver improvement clinic or traffic school in lieu of a finding of guilt for a traffic infraction; or (iv)
90 proof of compliance with law under §§ 46.2-104 and 46.2-1157, there shall be assessed as court costs a
91 fee of $70, to be known as the fixed misdemeanor fee. However, this section shall not apply to those
92 proceedings provided for in § 17.1-275.8. This fee shall be in addition to any fee assessed in the district
93 court.
94 The amount collected, in whole or in part, for the fixed misdemeanor fee shall be apportioned, as
95 provided by law, to the following funds in the fractional amounts designated:
96 1. Sentencing/supervision fee (General Fund) (.0142857);
97 2. Witness expenses/expert witness fee (General Fund) (.0285714);
98 3. Virginia Crime Victim-Witness Fund (.0428571);
99 4. Intensified Drug Enforcement Jurisdiction Fund (.0571429);

100 5. Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund (.2857143);
101 6. Commonwealth's Attorney Fund (state share) (.0357143);
102 7. Commonwealth's Attorney Fund (local share) (.0357143);
103 8. Regional Criminal Justice Academy Training Fund (.0142857);
104 9. Warrant fee, as prescribed by § 17.1-272 (.1714286);
105 10. Courthouse Construction/Maintenance Fund (.0285714); and
106 11. Clerk of the circuit court (.2857143).
107 § 46.2-104. Possession of registration cards; exhibiting registration card and licenses; failure to carry
108 license or registration card.
109 The operator of any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer being operated on the highways in the
110 Commonwealth, shall have in his possession: (i) the registration card issued by the Department or the
111 registration card issued by the state or country in which the motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer is
112 registered, and (ii) his driver's license, learner's permit, or temporary driver's permit.
113 The owner or operator of any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer shall stop on the signal of any
114 law-enforcement officer who is in uniform or shows his badge or other sign of authority and shall, on
115 the officer's request, exhibit his registration card, driver's license, learner's permit, or temporary driver's
116 permit and write his name in the presence of the officer, if so required, for the purpose of establishing
117 his identity.
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118 Every person licensed by the Department as a driver or issued a learner's or temporary driver's
119 permit who fails to carry his license or permit, and the registration card for the vehicle which he
120 operates, shall be guilty of a traffic infraction and upon conviction punished by a fine of ten dollars.
121 However, if any person summoned to appear before a court for failure to display his license, permit, or
122 registration card presents to the officer issuing the summons or a magistrate serving the county or city in
123 which the summons was issued, before the return date of the summons, to the court a license or permit
124 issued to him prior to the time the summons was issued or a registration card, as the case may be, or
125 appears pursuant to the summons and produces before the court a license or permit issued to him prior
126 to the time the summons was issued or a registration card, as the case may be, he shall, upon payment
127 of all applicable court costs, have complied with the provisions of this section.
128 § 46.2-752. Taxes and license fees imposed by counties, cities, and towns; limitations on amounts;
129 disposition of revenues; requiring evidence of payment of personal property taxes and certain fines;
130 prohibiting display of licenses after expiration; failure to display valid local license required by other
131 localities; penalty.
132 A. Except as provided in § 46.2-755, counties, cities, and towns may levy and assess taxes and
133 charge license fees on motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers. However, none of these taxes and
134 license fees shall be assessed or charged by any county on vehicles owned by residents of any town
135 located in the county when such town constitutes a separate school district if the vehicles are already
136 subject to town license fees and taxes, nor shall a town charge a license fee to any new resident of the
137 town, previously a resident of a county within which all or part of the town is situated, who has
138 previously paid a license fee for the same tax year to such county. The amount of the license fee or tax
139 imposed by any county, city, or town on any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer shall not be greater
140 than the annual or one-year fee imposed by the Commonwealth on the motor vehicle, trailer, or
141 semitrailer. The license fees and taxes shall be imposed in such manner, on such basis, for such periods,
142 and subject to proration for fractional periods of years, as the proper local authorities may determine.
143 Owners or lessees of motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers who have served outside of the United
144 States in the armed services of the United States shall have a 90-day grace period, beginning on the date
145 they are no longer serving outside the United States, in which to comply with the requirements of this
146 section. For purposes of this section, "the armed services of the United States" includes active duty
147 service with the regular Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard or other reserve
148 component.
149 Local licenses may be issued free of charge for any or all of the following:
150 1. Vehicles powered by clean special fuels as defined in § 46.2-749.3, including dual-fuel and bi-fuel
151 vehicles,
152 2. Vehicles owned by volunteer rescue squads,
153 3. Vehicles owned by volunteer fire departments,
154 4. Vehicles owned or leased by active members or active auxiliary members of volunteer rescue
155 squads,
156 5. Vehicles owned or leased by active members or active auxiliary members of volunteer fire
157 departments,
158 6. Vehicles owned or leased by auxiliary police officers,
159 7. Vehicles owned or leased by volunteer police chaplains,
160 8. Vehicles owned by surviving spouses of persons qualified to receive special license plates under
161 § 46.2-739,
162 9. Vehicles owned or leased by auxiliary deputy sheriffs or volunteer deputy sheriffs,
163 10. Vehicles owned by persons qualified to receive special license plates under § 46.2-739,
164 11. Vehicles owned by any of the following who served at least 10 years in the locality: former
165 members of volunteer rescue squads, former members of volunteer fire departments, former auxiliary
166 police officers, members and former members of authorized police volunteer citizen support units,
167 former volunteer police chaplains, and former volunteer special police officers appointed under
168 § 15.2-1737. In the case of active members of volunteer rescue squads and volunteer fire departments,
169 applications for such licenses shall be accompanied by written evidence, in a form acceptable to the
170 locality, of their active membership, and no member shall be issued more than one such license free of
171 charge,
172 12. All vehicles having a situs for the imposition of licensing fees under this section in the locality,
173 13. Vehicles owned or leased by deputy sheriffs; however, no deputy sheriff shall be issued more
174 than one such license free of charge,
175 14. Vehicles owned or leased by police officers; however, no police officer shall be issued more than
176 one such license free of charge,
177 15. Vehicles owned or leased by officers of the State Police; however, no officer of the State Police
178 shall be issued more than one such license free of charge,
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179 16. Vehicles owned or leased by salaried firefighters; however, no salaried firefighter shall be issued
180 more than one such license free of charge,
181 17. Vehicles owned or leased by salaried emergency medical technicians; however no salaried
182 emergency medical technician shall be issued more than one such license free of charge, or
183 18. Vehicles with a gross weight exceeding 10,000 pounds owned by museums officially designated
184 by the Commonwealth.
185 The governing body of any county, city, or town issuing licenses under this section may by
186 ordinance provide for a 50 percent reduction in the fee charged for the issuance of any such license
187 issued for any vehicle owned or leased by any person who is 65 years old or older. No such discount,
188 however, shall be available for more than one vehicle owned or leased by the same person.
189 The governing body of any county, city, or town issuing licenses free of charge under this subsection
190 may by ordinance provide for (i) the limitation, restriction, or denial of such free issuance to an
191 otherwise qualified applicant, including without limitation the denial of free issuance to a taxpayer who
192 has failed to timely pay personal property taxes due with respect to the vehicle and (ii) the grounds for
193 such limitation, restriction, or denial.
194 The situs for the imposition of licensing fees under this section shall in all cases, except as
195 hereinafter provided, be the county, city, or town in which the motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer is
196 normally garaged, stored, or parked. If it cannot be determined where the personal property is normally
197 garaged, stored, or parked, the situs shall be the domicile of its owner. In the event the owner of the
198 motor vehicle is a full-time student attending an institution of higher education, the situs shall be the
199 domicile of such student, provided the student has presented sufficient evidence that he has paid a
200 personal property tax on the motor vehicle in his domicile.
201 B. The revenue derived from all county, city, or town taxes and license fees imposed on motor
202 vehicles, trailers, or semitrailers shall be applied to general county, city, or town purposes.
203 C. A county, city, or town may require that no motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer shall be locally
204 licensed until the applicant has produced satisfactory evidence that all personal property taxes on the
205 motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer to be licensed have been paid and satisfactory evidence that any
206 delinquent motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer personal property taxes owing have been paid which
207 have been properly assessed or are assessable against the applicant by the county, city, or town. A
208 county, city, or town may also provide that no motor vehicle license shall be issued unless the tangible
209 personal property taxes properly assessed or assessable by that locality on any tangible personal property
210 used or usable as a dwelling titled by the Department of Motor Vehicles and owned by the taxpayer
211 have been paid. Any county and any town within any such county may by agreement require that all
212 personal property taxes assessed by either the county or the town on any vehicle be paid before
213 licensure of such vehicle by either the county or the town.
214 C1. The Counties of Dinwiddie, Lee, and Wise may, by ordinance or resolution adopted after public
215 notice and hearing and, with the consent of the treasurer, require that no license may be issued under
216 this section unless the applicant has produced satisfactory evidence that all fees, including delinquent
217 fees, payable to such county or local solid waste authority, for the disposal of solid waste pursuant to
218 the Virginia Water and Waste Authorities Act (§ 15.2-5100 et seq.), or pursuant to § 15.2-2159, have
219 been paid in full. For purposes of this subsection, all fees, including delinquent fees, payable to a county
220 for waste disposal services described herein, shall be paid to the treasurer of such county; however, in
221 Wise County, the fee shall be paid to the county or its agent.
222 D. The Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William and towns within them and any
223 city may require that no motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer shall be licensed by that jurisdiction unless
224 all fines owed to the jurisdiction by the owner of the vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer for violation of the
225 jurisdiction's ordinances governing parking of vehicles have been paid. The provisions of this subsection
226 shall not apply to vehicles owned by firms or companies in the business of renting motor vehicles.
227 E. If in any county imposing license fees and taxes under this section, a town therein imposes like
228 fees and taxes on vehicles of owners resident in the town, the owner of any vehicle subject to the fees
229 or taxes shall be entitled, on the owner's displaying evidence that he has paid the fees or taxes, to
230 receive a credit on the fees or taxes imposed by the county to the extent of the fees or taxes he has paid
231 to the town. Nothing in this section shall deprive any town now imposing these licenses and taxes from
232 increasing them or deprive any town not now imposing them from hereafter doing so, but subject to the
233 limitations provided in subsection D of this section. The governing body of any county and the
234 governing body of any town in that county wherein each imposes the license tax herein provided may
235 provide mutual agreements so that not more than one license plate or decal in addition to the state plate
236 shall be required.
237 F. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection E of this section, in a consolidated county wherein a
238 tier-city exists, the tier-city may, in accordance with the provisions of the agreement or plan of
239 consolidation, impose license fees and taxes under this section in addition to those fees and taxes
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240 imposed by the county, provided that the combined county and tier-city rates do not exceed the
241 maximum provided in subsection A of this section. No credit shall be allowed on the fees or taxes
242 imposed by the county for fees or taxes paid to the tier-city, except as may be provided by the
243 consolidation agreement or plan. The governing body of any county and the governing body of any
244 tier-city in such county wherein each imposes the license tax herein may provide by mutual agreement
245 that no more than one license plate or decal in addition to the state license plate shall be required.
246 G. Any county, city, or town may by ordinance provide that it shall be unlawful for any owner or
247 operator of a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer (i) to fail to obtain and, if any required by such
248 ordinance, to display the local license required by any ordinance of the county, city or town in which
249 the vehicle is registered, or (ii) to display upon a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer any such local
250 license, required by ordinance to be displayed, after its expiration date. The ordinance may provide that
251 a violation shall constitute a misdemeanor the penalty for which shall not exceed that of a Class 4
252 misdemeanor and may, in the case of a motor vehicle registered to a resident of the locality where such
253 vehicle is registered, authorize the issuance by local law-enforcement officers of citations, summonses,
254 parking tickets, or uniform traffic summonses for violations. Any such ordinance may also provide that
255 a violation of the ordinance by the registered owner of the vehicle may not be discharged by payment of
256 a fine except upon presentation of satisfactory evidence that the required license has been obtained.
257 Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a county, city, or town to issue a decal or any other
258 tangible evidence of a local license to be displayed on the licensed vehicle if the county's, city's, or
259 town's ordinance does not require display of a decal or other evidence of payment. No ordinance
260 adopted pursuant to this section shall require the display of any local license, decal, or sticker on any
261 vehicle owned by a public service company, as defined in § 56-76, having a fleet of at least 2,500
262 vehicles garaged in the Commonwealth.
263 H. Except as provided by subsections E and F, no vehicle shall be subject to taxation under the
264 provisions of this section in more than one jurisdiction. Furthermore, no person who has purchased a
265 local vehicle license, decal, or sticker for a vehicle in one county, city, or town and then moves to and
266 garages his vehicle in another county, city, or town shall be required to purchase another local license,
267 decal, or sticker from the county, city, or town to which he has moved and wherein his vehicle is now
268 garaged until the expiration date of the local license, decal, or sticker issued by the county, city, or town
269 from which he moved.
270 I. Purchasers of new or used motor vehicles shall be allowed at least a 10-day grace period,
271 beginning with the date of purchase, during which to pay license fees charged by local governments
272 under authority of this section.
273 J. Beginning October 1, 1992, the treasurer or director of finance of any county, city, or town may
274 enter into an agreement with the Commissioner whereby the Commissioner will refuse to issue or renew
275 any vehicle registration of any applicant therefor who owes to such county, city or town any local
276 vehicle license fees or delinquent tangible personal property tax or parking citations issued only to
277 residents of such county, city, or town. Before being issued any vehicle registration or renewal of such
278 license or registration by the Commissioner, the applicant shall first satisfy all such local vehicle license
279 fees and delinquent taxes or parking citations and present evidence satisfactory to the Commissioner that
280 all such local vehicle license fees and delinquent taxes or parking citations have been paid in full. The
281 Commissioner shall charge a reasonable fee to cover the costs of such enforcement action, and the
282 treasurer or director of finance may add the cost of this fee to the delinquent tax bill or the amount of
283 the parking citation. The treasurer or director of finance of any county, city, or town seeking to collect
284 delinquent taxes or parking citations through the withholding of registration or renewal thereof by the
285 Commissioner as provided for in this subsection shall notify the Commissioner in the manner provided
286 for in his agreement with the Commissioner and supply to the Commissioner information necessary to
287 identify the debtor whose registration or renewal is to be denied. Any agreement entered into pursuant to
288 the provisions of this subsection shall provide the debtor notice of the intent to deny renewal of
289 registration at least 30 days prior to the expiration date of a current vehicle registration. For the
290 purposes of this subsection, notice by first-class mail to the registrant's address as maintained in the
291 records of the Department of Motor Vehicles shall be deemed sufficient. In the case of parking
292 violations, the Commissioner shall only refuse to issue or renew the vehicle registration of any applicant
293 therefor pursuant to this subsection for the vehicle that incurred the parking violations. The provisions of
294 this subsection shall not apply to vehicles owned by firms or companies in the business of renting motor
295 vehicles.
296 K. The governing bodies of any two or more counties, cities, or towns may enter into compacts for
297 the regional enforcement of local motor vehicle license requirements. The governing body of each
298 participating jurisdiction may by ordinance require the owner or operator of any motor vehicle, trailer,
299 or semitrailer to display on his vehicle a valid local license issued by another county, city, or town that
300 is a party to the regional compact, provided that the owner or operator is required by the jurisdiction of

E
N
R
O
L
L
E
D

SB
890E

R



6 of 7

301 situs, as provided in § 58.1-3511, to obtain and display such license. The ordinance may also provide
302 that no motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer shall be locally licensed until the applicant has produced
303 satisfactory evidence that (i) all personal property taxes on the motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer to be
304 licensed have been paid to all participating jurisdictions and (ii) any delinquent motor vehicle, trailer, or
305 semitrailer personal property taxes that have been properly assessed or are assessable by any
306 participating jurisdiction against the applicant have been paid. Any city and any county having the urban
307 county executive form of government, the counties adjacent to such county and towns within them may
308 require that no motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer shall be licensed by that jurisdiction or any other
309 jurisdiction in the compact unless all fines owed to any participating jurisdiction by the owner of the
310 vehicle for violation of any participating jurisdiction's ordinances governing parking of vehicles have
311 been paid. The ordinance may further provide that a violation shall constitute a misdemeanor the penalty
312 for which shall not exceed that of a Class 4 misdemeanor. Any such ordinance may also provide that a
313 violation of the ordinance by the owner of the vehicle may not be discharged by payment of a fine and
314 applicable court costs except upon presentation of satisfactory evidence that the required license has
315 been obtained. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to vehicles owned by firms or
316 companies in the business of renting motor vehicles.
317 L. In addition to the taxes and license fees permitted in subsection A, counties, cities, and towns may
318 charge a license fee of no more than $1 per motor vehicle, trailer, and semitrailer. Except for the
319 provisions of subsection B, such fee shall be subject to all other provisions of this section. All funds
320 collected pursuant to this subsection shall be paid pursuant to § 51.1-1204 to the Volunteer Firefighters'
321 and Rescue Squad Workers' Service Award Fund to the accounts of all members of the Fund who are
322 volunteers for fire departments or rescue squads within the jurisdiction of the particular county, city, or
323 town.
324 § 46.2-1157. Requirement of inspection; well-drilling machinery, antique motor vehicle or antique
325 trailer excepted.
326 The Superintendent may compel, by proclamation of the Governor or otherwise, the owner or
327 operator of any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer registered in Virginia and operated or parked on a
328 highway within this Commonwealth to submit his vehicle to an inspection of its mechanism and
329 equipment by an official inspection station, designated for that purpose, in accordance with § 46.2-1158.
330 No owner or operator shall fail to submit a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer operated or parked on
331 the highways in this Commonwealth to such inspection or fail or refuse to correct or have corrected in
332 accordance with the requirements of this title any mechanical defects found by such inspection to exist.
333 The provisions of this section requiring safety inspections of motor vehicles shall also apply to
334 vehicles used for fire fighting; inspections of fire-fighting vehicles shall be conducted pursuant to
335 regulations promulgated by the Superintendent of State Police, taking into consideration the special
336 purpose of such vehicles and the conditions under which they operate.
337 Each day during which such motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer is operated or parked on any
338 highway in this Commonwealth after failure to comply with this law shall constitute a separate offense.
339 However, no penalty shall be imposed on any owner or operator for operation of a motor vehicle,
340 trailer, or semitrailer after the expiration of a period fixed for the inspection thereof, over the most direct
341 route between the place where such vehicle is kept or garaged and an official inspection station, for the
342 purpose of having it inspected pursuant to a prior appointment with such station.
343 Further, no penalty shall be imposed on any owner or operator of a truck, tractor truck, trailer, or
344 semitrailer for which the period fixed for inspection has expired while the vehicle was outside the
345 Commonwealth and that penalty is for operation of such vehicle (i) from a point outside the
346 Commonwealth to the place where such vehicle is kept or garaged within the Commonwealth or (ii) to a
347 destination within the Commonwealth where such vehicle will be (a) unloaded within 24 hours of
348 entering the Commonwealth, (b) inspected within such 24-hour period, and (c) after being unloaded, will
349 be operated only to an inspection station or to the place where it is kept or garaged within the
350 Commonwealth.
351 Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, a new motor vehicle, as defined in § 46.2-1500, that
352 has been inspected in accordance with an inspection requirement of the manufacturer or distributor of
353 the new motor vehicle by an employee who customarily performs such inspection on behalf of a motor
354 vehicle dealer licensed pursuant to § 46.2-1508 shall be deemed to have met the safety inspection
355 requirements of the section without a separate safety inspection by an official inspection station. Such
356 inspection shall be deemed to be the first inspection for the purpose of § 46.2-1158, and an inspection
357 approval sticker furnished by the Department of State Police at the uniform price paid by all official
358 inspection stations to the Department of State Police for an inspection approval sticker may be affixed to
359 the vehicle as required by § 46.2-1163.
360 The provisions of this section shall not apply to any vehicle for transporting well-drilling machinery
361 licensed under § 46.2-700 or to any antique motor vehicle or antique trailer as defined in § 46.2-100 and
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362 licensed pursuant to § 46.2-730.
363 Notwithstanding the penalty provisions of § 46.2-1171, a violation of this section constitutes a traffic
364 infraction. The court may, in its discretion, dismiss a summons issued under this section where
365 correction of vehicle or safety equipment defects or proof of compliance with this section is provided to
366 the court subsequent to the issuance of the summons to appear, but such dismissal shall not operate to
367 relieve the vehicle owner or operator from the court costs provided.
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