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Prefiled January 13, 2009
A BILL to amend and reenact 88 3.2-6574 and 3.2-6578 of the Code of Virginia, relating to companion
animals.

Patron—McDougle
Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 3.2-6574 and 3.2-6578 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 3.2-6574. Sterilization of adopted dogs and cats; enforcement; civil penalty.

A. Every new owner of a dog or cat adopted from a releasing agency and any owner reclaiming his
dog or cat from a releasing agency after more than one impoundment of that same animal shall cause
to be sterilized the dog or cat pursuant to the agreement required by subdivision 2 of subsection B of
this article.

B. A dog or cat shall not be released for adoption from a releasing agency unless:

1. The animal has aready been sterilized; or

2. The individua adopting the animal or reclaiming the animal from a subsequent impoundment
signs an agreement to have the animal sterilized by a licensed veterinarian: (i) within 30 days of the
adoption, if the animal is sexualy mature; or (ii) within 30 days after the animal reaches six months of
age, if the animal is not sexually mature at the time of adoption.

C. A releasing agency may extend for 30 days the date by which a dog or cat must be sterilized on
presentation of a written report from a veterinarian stating that the life or health of the adopted animal
may be jeopardized by sterilization. In cases involving extenuating circumstances, the veterinarian and
the releasing agency may negotiate the terms of an extension of the date by which the animal must be
sterilized.

D. Nothing in this section shall preclude the sterilization of a sexually immature dog or cat upon the
written agreement of the veterinarian, the releasing agency, and the new owner.

E. Upon the petition of an animal control officer, humane investigator, the State Veterinarian or a
State Veterinarian's representative to the district court of the county or city where a violation of this
article occurs, the court may order the new owner to take any steps necessary to comply with the
requirements of this article. This remedy shall be exclusive of and in addition to any civil penalty that
may be imposed under this article.

F. Any person who violates subsection A or B of this section shall be subject to a civil penalty not
to exceed $50.

§ 3.2-6578. Exemptions.

This article shall not apply to:

1. An owner reclaiming his dog or cat from a releasing agency if it is the first impoundment for such
dog or cat;

2. A releasing agency within a locality that has adopted a more stringent mandatory sterilization
ordinance; and

3. A loca governing body that has disposed of an anima by sale or gift to a federa agency,
state-supported institution, agency of the Commonwealth, agency of another state, or licensed federal
dedler having its principal place of business located within the Commonwealth.
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