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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 974
2 Offered February 19, 2009
3 Commending Robert S. Bowers, Jr.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Carrico, Abbitt, Albo, Alexander, Amundson, Armstrong, Athey, BaCote, Barlow, Bell,
Bouchard, Bowling, Brink, Bulova, Byron, Caputo, Cline, Cole, Cosgrove, Cox, Crockett-Stark,
Dance, Ebbin, Eisenberg, Englin, Fralin, Frederick, Gear, Gilbert, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove,
Herring, Hogan, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, Hull, Iaquinto, Ingram, Janis, Joannou, Johnson,
Jones, Kilgore, Knight, Landes, Lewis, Lingamfelter, Lohr, Loupassi, Marsden, Marshall, D.W.,
Marshall, R.G., Massie, Mathieson, May, McClellan, McQuinn, Melvin, Merricks, Miller, J.H.,
Miller, P.J., Morgan, Morrissey, Nichols, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon, Oder, Orrock, Peace, Phillips,
Plum, Pogge, Poindexter, Poisson, Pollard, Purkey, Putney, Rust, Saxman, Scott, E.T., Scott, J.M.,
Shannon, Sherwood, Shuler, Sickles, Spruill, Tata, Toscano, Tyler, Valentine, Vanderhye, Ward,
Ware, O., Ware, R.L., Watts and Wright; Senators: Barker, Blevins, Colgan, Cuccinelli, Deeds,
Edwards, Hanger, Herring, Houck, Howell, Hurt, Locke, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, McDougle,
McEachin, Miller, J.C., Miller, Y.B., Newman, Norment, Northam, Obenshain, Petersen, Puckett,
Puller, Quayle, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Smith, Stolle, Stosch, Stuart, Ticer, Vogel, Wagner,
Wampler, Watkins and Whipple

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Virginia State Police Trooper Robert S. Bowers, Jr., was the recipient of the 2005
7 Trooper of the Year Award by the International Association of Chiefs of Police, Division of State and
8 Provincial Police, and the Governor's Meritorious Service Medal for 2006; and
9 WHEREAS, Trooper Bowers was one of only four state troopers in the nation to receive such

10 prestigious recognition; and
11 WHEREAS, Trooper Bowers received the Trooper of the Year Award for his courage and
12 determination, under life-threatening conditions, to remove a dangerous criminal from the community;
13 and
14 WHEREAS, just before 1:00 a.m. on July 1, 2005, Trooper Bowers attempted to stop a speeding
15 vehicle in Hampton; the driver of the vehicle refused to stop, a pursuit was initiated, and when the
16 suspect lost control of and left the vehicle, Trooper Bowers continued to pursue the suspect on foot; and
17 WHEREAS, after the pursuit had lasted nearly a half mile, the suspect drew a revolver and fired at
18 Trooper Bowers, seriously wounding him in the upper chest and leg; Trooper Bowers returned fire,
19 expertly subdued the suspect, and subsequently crawled to a nearby house to wake the residents, who
20 summoned medical assistance; and
21 WHEREAS, Trooper Bowers graduated from the Virginia State Police Academy in July 2003, and
22 began his career with the Virginia State Police assigned to Hampton and Newport News in Chesapeake
23 Division 5, Area 46; and
24 WHEREAS, Trooper Bowers later transferred to his current patrol assignment in Chesapeake
25 Division 5, Area 47, which includes the Cities of Portsmouth, Suffolk, and Chesapeake; and
26 WHEREAS, a native of Mecklenburg County, Trooper Bowers is a graduate of Park View Senior
27 High School in South Hill; now, therefore, be it
28 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
29 note with great pride the valiant and dedicated actions of a public safety professional and native
30 Virginian, Robert S. Bowers, Jr.; and, be it
31 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
32 for presentation to Robert S. Bowers, Jr., and his family as an expression of the General Assembly's
33 high regard for his service to the Commonwealth and the citizens of Virginia.
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