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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 602
2 Offered March 3, 2008
3 Celebrating the life of Hunter Coleman Purdie, Jr.
4 ––––––––––

Patron––O'Bannon
5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Hunter Coleman Purdie, Jr., of Richmond, age 86, a respected citizen and an
7 outstanding educator and former band director at Douglas S. Freeman High School in Henrico County
8 for 29 years, died on February 25, 2008; and
9 WHEREAS, Hunter Purdie served his country in the United States Air Force during World War II,

10 and after the war, he earned an undergraduate degree from what is now Virginia Commonwealth
11 University and received a master's degree from the University of Virginia; and
12 WHEREAS, as a young accomplished musician, Hunter Purdie played professionally with local
13 dance bands and was one of the original members of The Continentals; he also performed with the Tony
14 Pastor Band, featuring popular singer Rosemary Clooney; and
15 WHEREAS, Hunter Purdie was a teacher at Varina High School before joining Douglas S. Freeman
16 High School as its first band director when the school opened its doors to students in 1954; and
17 WHEREAS, a versatile teacher, Hunter Purdie taught choral classes and music in addition to his
18 duties as band director; and
19 WHEREAS, possessing many musical talents, Hunter Purdie played with the Richmond Symphony,
20 arranged the Douglas S. Freeman Alma Mater and published several of his own musical arrangements,
21 and he was still active and playing bass guitar when he performed at the school's 2007 class reunion;
22 and
23 WHEREAS, Hunter Purdie retired from his distinguished career in education at Douglas S. Freeman
24 High School in the early 1980s, but he remained devoted to the school and its students; and
25 WHEREAS, Hunter Purdie will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his wife of 58 years,
26 Carolyn Upshaw Purdie, his many relatives and friends, and the students and faculty of Douglas S.
27 Freeman High School; now, therefore, be it
28 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly mourn
29 the passing of a fine educator and outstanding Virginian, Hunter Coleman Purdie, Jr.; and, be it
30 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
31 for presentation to the family of Hunter Coleman Purdie, Jr., as an expression of the General Assembly's
32 respect for his memory.
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