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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 479
2 Offered February 25, 2008
3 Commending James E. Copp.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Hargrove, Albo, Armstrong, Bowling, Byron, Carrico, Cline, Cole, Cox, Crockett-Stark, Ebbin,
Eisenberg, Englin, Fralin, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hogan, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hull, Ingram,
Janis, Kilgore, Landes, Lingamfelter, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Massie, May, McClellan, Merricks,
Miller, J.H., Morgan, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon, Oder, Orrock, Peace, Plum, Pogge, Poindexter,
Pollard, Putney, Rust, Saxman, Scott, E.T., Shuler, Suit, Tata, Valentine and Wright; Senators:
Barker, Blevins, Colgan, Cuccinelli, Deeds, Edwards, Hanger, Herring, Houck, Howell, Hurt, Locke,
Lucas, Marsh, Martin, McDougle, McEachin, Miller, J.C., Miller, Y.B., Newman, Norment, Northam,
Obenshain, Petersen, Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Smith, Stolle, Stosch, Stuart,
Ticer, Vogel, Wagner, Wampler, Watkins and Whipple

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, James E. Copp has been an enthusiastic and effective advocate for the tourism industry
7 in Virginia for over 30 years; and
8 WHEREAS, James Copp came to Virginia in 1973 from his native Ohio to work at Paramount's
9 Kings Dominion, where he retired in 2003 as vice president for finance and administration; and

10 WHEREAS, during his more than three decades in the Commonwealth, James Copp has been a
11 driving force for the promotion of tourism in the state and an important business leader in Hanover
12 County in particular; and
13 WHEREAS, James Copp has been very active in the Virginia Hospitality and Travel Association
14 over the years, serving as chairman, secretary, and treasurer of the organization at different times and as
15 a member of the government affairs and finance committees; and
16 WHEREAS, well-known in the halls of the Capitol in Richmond, James Copp has worked tirelessly
17 with state legislators to develop strategies and promote policies that would entice even more visitors to
18 explore the state's wealth of attractions; and
19 WHEREAS, James Copp served as the chief financial officer for Richmond Region 2007, a nonprofit
20 corporation that was created to coordinate local efforts to capitalize on the boost in tourism related to
21 the 400th anniversary of the Jamestown settlement; and
22 WHEREAS, in Hanover County, James Copp has shown tremendous leadership in the business
23 community through his membership on the Bon Secours Memorial Regional Medical Center Community
24 Advisory Board, Hanover Association of Businesses and Chamber of Commerce, Hanover Business
25 Council of the Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce, Hanover Adult Center, and the Hanover
26 School Board Business Advisory Committee; now, therefore, be it
27 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
28 commend James E. Copp for his skilled and spirited advocacy on behalf of the tourism industry; and, be
29 it
30 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
31 for presentation to James E. Copp as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration and gratitude
32 for his dedication to the growth and development of tourism in the Commonwealth.
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