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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 286
2 Offered January 25, 2008
3 Celebrating the life of Jo Ann Davis.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Pogge, Abbitt, Albo, Alexander, Amundson, Armstrong, Athey, BaCote, Barlow, Bell,
Bouchard, Bowling, Brink, Bulova, Byron, Caputo, Carrico, Cline, Cole, Cosgrove, Cox,
Crockett-Stark, Dance, Ebbin, Eisenberg, Englin, Fralin, Frederick, Gear, Gilbert, Griffith, Hall,
Hamilton, Hargrove, Hogan, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, Hull, Iaquinto, Ingram, Janis,
Joannou, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, S.C., Kilgore, Landes, Lewis, Lingamfelter, Lohr, Loupassi,
Marsden, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., Massie, Mathieson, May, McClellan, Melvin, Merricks,
Miller, J.H., Miller, P.J., Moran, Morgan, Morrissey, Nichols, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon, Oder,
Orrock, Peace, Phillips, Plum, Poindexter, Poisson, Purkey, Putney, Rust, Saxman, Scott, E.T., Scott,
J.M., Shannon, Sherwood, Shuler, Sickles, Spruill, Suit, Tata, Toscano, Tyler, Valentine, Vanderhye,
Ward, Ware, O., Ware, R.L., Watts and Wright; Senators: Barker, Blevins, Colgan, Cuccinelli,
Deeds, Edwards, Hanger, Herring, Houck, Howell, Hurt, Locke, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, McDougle,
McEachin, Miller, J.C., Miller, Y.B., Newman, Norment, Northam, Obenshain, Petersen, Puckett,
Puller, Quayle, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Smith, Stolle, Stosch, Stuart, Ticer, Vogel, Wagner,
Wampler, Watkins and Whipple

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Jo Ann Davis, a dedicated and energetic four-term Representative for Virginia's First
7 Congressional District, died on October 6, 2007, in her Gloucester home after a valiant fight against
8 breast cancer; and
9 WHEREAS, the first elected Republican woman in Congress from Virginia, Jo Ann Davis came from

10 humble roots and worked her way up to the halls of the United States Congress; and
11 WHEREAS, a successful real estate broker, Jo Ann Davis began her political career in 1997 when
12 she won election to the House of Delegates; just three years later she was elected to the House of
13 Representatives, where she was known for being honest, very hard working, and independent-minded;
14 and
15 WHEREAS, during her tenure in the House of Representatives, Jo Ann Davis served as chair of the
16 House subcommittee that deals with federal workers' benefits and served on the House Intelligence
17 Committee, the House Armed Services Committee, and the House Foreign Affairs Committee; and
18 WHEREAS, Jo Ann Davis was a strong advocate for the many military bases and related industries
19 in her district, and her first piece of legislation, passed by the House in 2001, increased the life
20 insurance benefit paid to survivors of military members killed on duty; and
21 WHEREAS, Jo Ann Davis sponsored legislation in 2002 to rebuild the United States Navy fleet to
22 no fewer than 375 vessels, including 15 aircraft carrier battle groups, and secured $169 million for
23 construction on the Navy's next-generation aircraft carrier, CVN-21; and
24 WHEREAS, Jo Ann Davis also worked tirelessly on behalf of federal employees, pushing the Bush
25 administration to speed up federal hiring procedures and to create a more equitable system for
26 compensating federal law-enforcement officers and insisting on legislative safeguards aimed at protecting
27 basic employee rights; and
28 WHEREAS, closer to home, Jo Ann Davis fought for legislation to allow Virginia to regulate the
29 trash shipped in from other states and to remove environmentally hazardous ships from the James
30 River's "ghost fleet"; and
31 WHEREAS, a woman of great principle, clear judgment, and an indomitable spirit, Jo Ann Davis
32 will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by her husband of 33 years, Chuck Davis; their sons
33 Christopher and Charles; and numerous other family members, friends, and colleagues; now, therefore,
34 be it
35 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
36 note with great sadness the loss of Jo Ann Davis, an outstanding public servant and a fine Virginian;
37 and, be it
38 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
39 for presentation to the family of Jo Ann Davis as an expression of the General Assembly's respect for
40 her memory.
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