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2008 SESSION

INTRODUCED

081753600
HOUSE BILL NO. 55
Offered January 9, 2008
Prefiled December 5, 2007
A BILL to amend and reenact § 1-511 of the Code of Virginia, relating to English as the official
language of the Commonwealth.

Patrons—Lingamfelter and Wright; Senator: Ruff
Referred to Committee on Rules

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That § 1-511 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 1-511. English designated the official language of the Commonwealth.

A. English shall be designated as the official language of the Commonwealth. Except as provided by
federal law, no state agency or local government shall be requited to provide and neo state ageney or
local government shall be prohibited from or otherwise assist in providing any documents, information,
literature or other written materials in any language other than English.

B. Nothing contained in subsection A shall be construed to prohibit any state agency or local
government from providing or assisting in the provision of any documents, information, literature or
other written materials in any language other than English in connection with:

1. Foreign language instruction,

2. The administration of justice in the courts of the Commonwealth,

3. Law-enforcement purposes, or

4. The provision of health care services.
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