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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1263
2 Offered January 9, 2008
3 Prefiled January 9, 2008
4 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 16.1-278.4, 16.1-278.5, 22.1-209.1:1, 22.1-258, 22.1-260, 22.1-261,
5 22.1-262, 22.1-265, 22.1-267, 22.1-279.3, and 22.1-279.6 of the Code of Virginia, relating to truancy
6 and school dropout prevention.
7 ––––––––––

Patron––Hall
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Education

10 ––––––––––
11 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
12 1. That §§ 16.1-278.4, 16.1-278.5, 22.1-209.1:1, 22.1-258, 22.1-260, 22.1-261, 22.1-262, 22.1-265,
13 22.1-267, 22.1-279.3, and 22.1-279.6 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
14 § 16.1-278.4. Children in need of services.
15 A. If a child is found to be in need of services or a status offender, the juvenile court or the circuit
16 court may make any of the following orders of disposition for the supervision, care and rehabilitation of
17 the child:
18 1. Enter an order pursuant to the provisions of § 16.1-278.
19 2. Permit the child to remain with his parent subject to such conditions and limitations as the court
20 may order with respect to such child and his parent.
21 3. Order the parent with whom the child is living to participate in such programs, cooperate in such
22 treatment or be subject to such conditions and limitations as the court may order and as are designed for
23 the rehabilitation of the child and his parent.
24 4. Beginning July 1, 1992, in the case of any child fourteen years of age or older, where the court
25 finds that the child is not able to benefit appreciably from further schooling, the court may excuse the
26 child from further compliance with any legal requirement of compulsory school attendance as provided
27 under § 22.1-254 or authorize the child, notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, to be employed
28 in any occupation which is not legally declared hazardous for children under the age of eighteen.
29 5. Permit the local board of social services or a public agency designated by the community policy
30 and management team to place the child, subject to the provisions of § 16.1-281, in suitable family
31 homes, child caring-institutions, residential facilities, or independent living arrangements with legal
32 custody remaining with the parents or guardians. The local board or public agency and the parents or
33 guardians shall enter into an agreement which shall specify the responsibilities of each for the care and
34 control of the child. The board or public agency that places the child shall have the final authority to
35 determine the appropriate placement for the child.
36 Any order allowing a local board or public agency to place a child where legal custody remains with
37 the parents or guardians as provided in this section shall be entered only upon a finding by the court
38 that reasonable efforts have been made to prevent placement out of the home and that continued
39 placement in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child, and the order shall so state.
40 6. Transfer legal custody to any of the following:
41 a. A relative or other individual who, after study, is found by the court to be qualified to receive and
42 care for the child;
43 b. A child welfare agency, private organization or facility that is licensed or otherwise authorized by
44 law to receive and provide care for such child. The court shall not transfer legal custody of a child in
45 need of services to an agency, organization or facility out of the Commonwealth without the approval of
46 the Commissioner of Social Services; or
47 c. The local board of social services of the county or city in which the court has jurisdiction or, at
48 the discretion of the court, to the local board of the county or city in which the child has residence if
49 other than the county or city in which the court has jurisdiction. The local board shall accept the child
50 for care and custody, provided that it has been given reasonable notice of the pendency of the case and
51 an opportunity to be heard. However, in an emergency in the county or city in which the court has
52 jurisdiction, the local board may be required to accept a child for a period not to exceed fourteen days
53 without prior notice or an opportunity to be heard if the judge entering the placement order describes
54 the emergency and the need for such temporary placement in the order. Nothing in this subdivision shall
55 prohibit the commitment of a child to any local board of social services in the Commonwealth when the
56 local board consents to the commitment. The board to which the child is committed shall have the final
57 authority to determine the appropriate placement for the child.
58 Any order authorizing removal from the home and transferring legal custody of a child to a local
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59 board of social services as provided in this subdivision shall be entered only upon a finding by the court
60 that reasonable efforts have been made to prevent removal and that continued placement in the home
61 would be contrary to the welfare of the child, and the order shall so state.
62 7. Require the child to participate in a public service project under such conditions as the court
63 prescribes.
64 B. In the case of any child subject to compulsory school attendance as provided in § 22.1-254, where
65 the court finds that the child's parent is in violation of § 22.1-254, 22.1-255, 22.1-265, or 22.1-267, in
66 addition to any penalties provided in § 22.1-263 or 22.1-265, the court shall order the parent with
67 whom the child is living to participate in such programs, cooperate in such treatment, or be subject to
68 such conditions and limitations as the court shall order and as are designed for the rehabilitation of the
69 child or the parent, or both. Upon the failure of the parent to so participate or cooperate, or to comply
70 with the conditions and limitations that the court orders, the court shall impose a fine of not more than
71 $100 for each day in which the person fails to comply with the court order.
72 If the court finds that the parent has willfully disobeyed a lawful process, judgment, decree, or court
73 order requiring such person to comply with the compulsory school attendance law, in addition to any
74 conditions or limitations that the court has ordered or any penalties provided by §§ 16.1-278.2 through
75 16.1-278.19, § 22.1-263 or 22.1-265, the court shall impose the penalty authorized by § 18.2-371.
76 C. Any order entered pursuant to this section shall be provided in writing to the child, his parent or
77 legal custodian, and to the child's attorney and shall contain adequate notice of the provisions of
78 § 16.1-292 regarding willful violation of such order.
79 § 16.1-278.5. Children in need of supervision.
80 A. If a child is found to be in need of supervision, the court shall, before final disposition of the
81 case, direct the appropriate public agency to evaluate the child's service needs using an interdisciplinary
82 team approach. The team shall consist of qualified personnel who are reasonably available from the
83 appropriate department of social services, community services board, local school division, court service
84 unit and other appropriate and available public and private agencies and may be the family assessment
85 and planning team established pursuant to § 2.2-5207. A report of the evaluation shall be filed as
86 provided in § 16.1-274 A. In lieu of directing an evaluation be made, the court may consider the report
87 concerning the child of an interdisciplinary team which met not more than ninety days prior to the
88 court's making a finding that the child is in need of supervision.
89 B. The court may make any of the following orders of disposition for the supervision, care and
90 rehabilitation of the child:
91 1. Enter any order of disposition authorized by § 16.1-278.4 for a child found to be in need of
92 services;
93 2. Place the child on probation under such conditions and limitations as the court may prescribe
94 including suspension of the child's driver's license upon terms and conditions which may include the
95 issuance of a restricted license for those purposes set forth in subsection E of § 18.2-271.1;
96 3. Order the child and/or his parent to participate in such programs, cooperate in such treatment or
97 be subject to such conditions and limitations as the court may order and as are designed for the
98 rehabilitation of the child;
99 4. Require the child to participate in a public service project under such conditions as the court may

100 prescribe; or
101 5. a. Beginning July 1, 1992, in In the case of any child subject to compulsory school attendance as
102 provided in § 22.1-254, where the court finds that the child's parent is in violation of §§ 22.1-254,
103 22.1-255, 22.1-265, or § 22.1-267, in addition to any penalties provided in § 22.1-263 or § 22.1-265, the
104 court may shall order the parent with whom the child is living to participate in such programs,
105 cooperate in such treatment, or be subject to such conditions and limitations as the court may shall order
106 and as are designed for the rehabilitation of the child and/or the parent. Upon the failure of the parent to
107 so participate or cooperate, or to comply with the conditions and limitations that the court orders, the
108 court may shall impose a fine of not more than $100 for each day in which the person fails to comply
109 with the court order.
110 b. If the court finds that the parent has willfully disobeyed a lawful process, judgment, decree, or
111 court order requiring such person to comply with the compulsory school attendance law, in addition to
112 any conditions or limitations that the court may order has ordered or any penalties provided by
113 §§ 16.1-278.2 through 16.1-278.19, 22.1-263 or § 22.1-265, the court may shall impose the penalty
114 authorized by § 18.2-371.
115 C. Any order entered pursuant to this section shall be provided in writing to the child, his parent or
116 legal custodian, and to the child's attorney and shall contain adequate notice of the provisions of
117 § 16.1-292 regarding willful violation of such order.
118 § 22.1-209.1:1. School dropout prevention programs.
119 With such funds as are appropriated for this purpose, the Board of Education shall establish a
120 program for the prevention of school dropout. All school divisions shall be eligible to receive such
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121 noncompetitive grants under the following conditions. Effective July 1, 2010, local school boards shall
122 implement school dropout prevention programs that include the following components:
123 1. The local school dropout prevention program includes components which emphasize An emphasis
124 on prevention, intervention, retrieval, and parental and community involvement;
125 2. The program includes a component specifically Instructional programs and services designed to
126 eliminate the poor academic achievement among disadvantaged students in the school divisions; and
127 3. Truancy prevention services that are supported through the collaboration, cooperation, and
128 communication of a consortia of representatives of the school division, local law enforcement, business
129 and industry, parents and the community, the faith community, and juvenile and domestic relations
130 judges and court services personnel.
131 3-4. The program includes a component for oversight Oversight and evaluation of program
132 effectiveness.
133 The Board of Education shall establish a full-time dropout prevention unit and shall employ such
134 professional and support staff as may be necessary to implement the grants programassist school
135 divisions in truancy and dropout prevention efforts, provide coordination for the statewide dropout
136 prevention program and, provide technical assistance to school divisions, and to monitor such local
137 dropout prevention programs to ensure compliance and uniformity in the interpretation and application
138 of such rules and regulations as may be adopted by the Board.
139 § 22.1-258. Appointment of attendance officers; notification when pupil fails to report to school.
140 Every school board shall have power to appoint one or more attendance officers, who shall be
141 charged with the enforcement of the provisions of this article. Where no attendance officer is appointed
142 by the school board, the division superintendent shall act as attendance officer.
143 Whenever any pupil fails to report to school on a regularly scheduled school day and no indication
144 has been received by school personnel that the pupil's parent is aware of and supports the pupil's
145 absence, a reasonable effort to notify by telephone the parent to obtain an explanation for the pupil's
146 absence shall be made by the attendance officer, other school personnel, or volunteers organized by the
147 school administration for this purpose. Any such volunteers shall not be liable for any civil damages for
148 any acts or omissions resulting from making such reasonable efforts to notify parents and obtain such
149 explanation when such acts or omissions are taken in good faith, unless such acts or omissions were the
150 result of gross negligence or willful misconduct. This subsection shall not be construed to limit,
151 withdraw, or overturn any defense or immunity already existing in statutory or common law or to affect
152 any claim occurring prior to the effective date of this law. School divisions are encouraged to use
153 noninstructional personnel for this notice.
154 Whenever any pupil fails to report to school for a total of five scheduled three consecutive school
155 days for during any part of the school year and no indication has been received by school personnel that
156 the pupil's parent is aware of and supports the pupil's absence, and a reasonable effort to notify the
157 parent has failed, the school principal or his designee shall make a reasonable effort to ensure that direct
158 contact is made, to the extent possible, with the parent, either in person or through telephone
159 conversation, by the attendance officer to obtain an explanation for the pupil's absence and to explain to
160 the parent the consequences of continued nonattendance. The attendance officer, the pupil, and the
161 pupil's parent shall jointly develop a plan to resolve the pupil's nonattendance. Such plan shall include
162 documentation of the reasons for the pupil's nonattendance.
163 If the pupil is absent an additional day after direct contact with the pupil's parent and the attendance
164 officer has received no indication that the pupil's parent is aware of and supports the pupil's absence, the
165 attendance officer shall schedule a conference within ten five school days with the pupil, his parent, and
166 school personnel, which conference may include other community service providers, to resolve issues
167 related to the pupil's nonattendance. The conference shall be held no later than fifteen 10 school days
168 after the sixth fourth absence. Upon the next absence by such pupil without indication to the attendance
169 officer or other school personnel that the pupil's parent is aware of and supports the pupil's absence, the
170 school principal or his designee shall notify the attendance officer or the division superintendent, as the
171 case may be, who shall enforce the provisions of this article by either or both of the following: (i) filing
172 a complaint with the juvenile and domestic relations court alleging the pupil is a child in need of
173 supervision or a child in need of services, or both, as defined in § 16.1-228 or (ii) instituting
174 proceedings against the parent pursuant to § 18.2-371 or § 22.1-262. In filing a complaint against the
175 student, the attendance officer shall provide the division superintendent written documentation of the
176 efforts to comply with the provisions of this section. In the event that both parents have been awarded
177 joint physical custody pursuant to § 20-124.2 and the school has received notice of such order, both
178 parents shall be notified at the last known addresses of the parents.
179 Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit in any way the authority of any attendance officer
180 or division superintendent to seek immediate compliance with the compulsory school attendance law as
181 set forth in this article.
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182 Attendance officers, other school personnel or volunteers organized by the school administration for
183 this purpose shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability in connection with the notice to parents
184 of a pupil's absence or failure to give such notice as required by this section.
185 § 22.1-260. Reports of children enrolled and not enrolled; nonattendance; social security numbers
186 required.
187 A. Within 10 days after the opening of the school, each public school principal shall report to the
188 division superintendent:
189 1. The name, age and grade of each student enrolled in the school, and the name and address of the
190 student's parent or guardian; and
191 2. To the best of the principal's information, the name of each child subject to the provisions of this
192 article who is not enrolled in school, with the name and address of the child's parent or guardian. Upon
193 receiving the list from the principal containing the names of students who are subject to the provisions
194 of this article and who are not enrolled in school, the division superintendent shall commence
195 proceedings in accordance with the provisions of § 22.1-258 to enforce compliance with the compulsory
196 school attendance law.
197 B. At the end of each school year, each public school principal shall report to the division
198 superintendent the number of students by grade level for whom a conference was scheduled as required
199 by § 22.1-258. The division superintendent shall compile such grade level information for the division,
200 including information pertaining to proceedings instituted to enforce compliance with the compulsory
201 school attendance law, and provide such information to the Superintendent of Public Instruction
202 annually.
203 C. For the purposes of this section, each student shall present a federal social security number within
204 90 days of his enrollment. The Board of Education shall, after consulting with the Social Security
205 Administration, promulgate guidelines for determining which students are eligible to obtain social
206 security numbers. In any case in which a student is ineligible, pursuant to these guidelines, to obtain a
207 social security number or the parent is unwilling to present such number, the superintendent or his
208 designee may assign another identifying number to the student or waive this requirement.
209 § 22.1-261. Attendance officer to make list of children not enrolled; duties of attendance officer.
210 The attendance officer or the division superintendent shall check the reports submitted pursuant to
211 subsection A of § 22.1-260 with the last school census and with reports from the State Registrar of Vital
212 Records and Health Statistics. From these reports and from any other reliable source the attendance
213 officer or the division superintendent shall, within five days after receiving all reports submitted
214 pursuant to subsection A of § 22.1-260, make a list of the names of children who are not enrolled in
215 any school and who are not exempt from school attendance. It shall be the duty of the attendance
216 officer, on behalf of the local school board, division superintendent or his designee to investigate all
217 cases of nonenrollment and, when no valid reason is found therefor, to notify the parent, guardian or
218 other person having control of the child to require the attendance of such child at the school within
219 three days from the date of such notice.
220 § 22.1-262. Complaint to court when parent fails to comply with law.
221 A list of persons notified pursuant to § 22.1-261 shall be sent by the attendance officer or division
222 superintendent to the appropriate school principal. If the parent (i) fails to comply with the provisions of
223 § 22.1-261 within the time specified in the notice; or (ii) fails to comply with the provisions of
224 § 22.1-254; or (iii) refuses to participate in the development of the plan to resolve the student's
225 nonattendance or in the conference provided for in § 22.1-258, it shall be the duty of the attendance
226 officer, with the knowledge and approval of the division superintendent, to make complaint against the
227 pupil's parent in the name of the Commonwealth before the juvenile and domestic relations district
228 court. If proceedings are instituted against the parent for failure to comply with the provisions of
229 § 22.1-258, the attendance officer is to division superintendent shall provide documentation to the court
230 regarding the school division's compliance with § 22.1-258. In addition thereto, such child may be
231 proceeded against as a child in need of services or a child in need of supervision as provided in Chapter
232 11 (§ 16.1-226 et seq.) of Title 16.1.
233 § 22.1-265. Inducing children to absent themselves.
234 Any person who induces or attempts to induce any child to be absent unlawfully from school or who
235 knowingly employs or harbors, while school is in session, any child absent unlawfully shall be guilty of
236 a Class 3 misdemeanor and may be subject to the penalties provided by subdivision 5 a of subsection B
237 of § 16.1-278.5 or § 18.2-371. Upon a finding that a person knowingly and willfully violated the
238 provisions of this section and that such person has been convicted previously of a violation of this
239 section, such person shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.
240 § 22.1-267. Proceedings against habitually absent child.
241 Any child permitted by any parent, guardian, or other person having control thereof to be habitually
242 absent from school contrary to the provisions of this article may be proceeded against as a child in need
243 of supervision or a child in need of services, or both, as provided in Chapter 11 (§ 16.1-226 et seq.) of
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244 Title 16.1.
245 § 22.1-279.3. Parental responsibility and involvement requirements.
246 A. Each parent of a student enrolled in a public school has a duty to assist the school in enforcing
247 the standards of student conduct and compulsory school attendance in order that education may be
248 conducted in an atmosphere free of disruption and threat to persons or property, and supportive of
249 individual rights.
250 B. A school board shall provide opportunities for parental and community involvement in every
251 school in the school division.
252 C. Within one calendar month of the opening of school, each school board shall, simultaneously with
253 any other materials customarily distributed at that time, send to the parents of each enrolled student (i) a
254 notice of the requirements of this section; (ii) a copy of the school board's standards of student conduct;
255 and (iii) a copy of the compulsory school attendance law. These materials shall include a notice to the
256 parents that by signing the statement of receipt, parents shall not be deemed to waive, but to expressly
257 reserve, their rights protected by the constitutions or laws of the United States or the Commonwealth
258 and that a parent shall have the right to express disagreement with a school's or school division's
259 policies or decisions.
260 Each parent of a student shall sign and return to the school in which the student is enrolled a
261 statement acknowledging the receipt of the school board's standards of student conduct, the notice of the
262 requirements of this section, and the compulsory school attendance law. Each school shall maintain
263 records of such signed statements.
264 D. The school principal may request the student's parent or parents, if both parents have legal and
265 physical custody of such student, to meet with the principal or his designee to review the school board's
266 standards of student conduct and the parent's or parents' responsibility to participate with the school in
267 disciplining the student and maintaining order, to ensure the student's compliance with compulsory
268 school attendance law, and to discuss improvement of the child's behavior, school attendance, and
269 educational progress.
270 E. In accordance with the due process procedures set forth in this article and the guidelines required
271 by § 22.1-279.6, the school principal may shall notify the parents of any student who violates a school
272 board policy or the compulsory school attendance requirements when such violation could result in the
273 student's suspension or the filing of a court petition, whether or not the school administration has
274 imposed such disciplinary action or filed a petition. The notice shall state (i) the date and particulars of
275 the violation; (ii) the obligation of the parent to take actions to assist the school in improving the
276 student's behavior and ensuring compulsory school attendance compliance; (iii) that, if the student is
277 suspended, the parent may be required to accompany the student to meet with school officials; and (iv)
278 that a petition with the juvenile and domestic relations court may be filed under certain circumstances to
279 declare the student a child in need of supervision or a child in need of services.
280 F. No suspended student shall be admitted to the regular school program until such student and his
281 parent have met with school officials to discuss improvement of the student's behavior, unless the school
282 principal or his designee determines that readmission, without parent conference, is appropriate for the
283 student.
284 G. Upon the failure of a parent to comply with the provisions of this section, the school board may,
285 by petition to the juvenile and domestic relations court, proceed against such parent for willful and
286 unreasonable refusal to participate in efforts to improve the student's behavior or school attendance, as
287 follows:
288 1. If the court finds that the parent has willfully and unreasonably failed to meet, pursuant to a
289 request of the principal as set forth in subsection D of this section, to review the school board's
290 standards of student conduct and the parent's responsibility to assist the school in disciplining the student
291 and maintaining order, and to discuss improvement of the child's behavior and educational progress, it
292 may order the parent to so meet; or
293 2. If the court finds that a parent has willfully and unreasonably failed to accompany a suspended
294 student to meet with school officials pursuant to subsection F, or upon the student's receiving a second
295 suspension or being expelled, it may shall order the student or his parent, or both, to participate in such
296 programs or such treatment, including, but not limited to, extended day programs, summer school, other
297 educational programs and counseling, as the court deems appropriate to improve the student's behavior
298 or school attendance. The order may also require participation in a parenting, counseling or a mentoring
299 program, as appropriate or that the student or his parent, or both, shall be subject to such conditions and
300 limitations as the court deems appropriate for the supervision, care, and rehabilitation of the student or
301 his parent. In addition, the court may order the parent to pay a civil penalty not to exceed $500.
302 H. The civil penalties established pursuant to this section shall be enforceable in the juvenile and
303 domestic relations court in which the student's school is located and shall be paid into a fund maintained
304 by the appropriate local governing body to support programs or treatments designed to improve the
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305 behavior of students as described in subdivision G 2. Upon the failure to pay the civil penalties imposed
306 by this section, the attorney for the appropriate county, city, or town shall enforce the collection of such
307 civil penalties.
308 I. All references in this section to the juvenile and domestic relations court shall be also deemed to
309 mean any successor in interest of such court.
310 § 22.1-279.6. Board of Education guidelines and model policies for codes of student conduct; school
311 board regulations.
312 A. The Board of Education shall establish guidelines and develop model policies for codes of student
313 conduct to aid local school boards in the implementation of such policies. The guidelines and model
314 policies shall include, but not be limited to, (i) criteria for the removal of a student from a class, the use
315 of suspension, expulsion, and exclusion as disciplinary measures, the grounds for suspension and
316 expulsion and exclusion, and the procedures to be followed in such cases, including (i) proceedings for
317 such suspension, expulsion, and exclusion decisions and all applicable appeals processes; (ii)
318 proceedings for enforcing compliance with the compulsory school attendance law; (iii) standards,
319 consistent with state, federal and case laws, for school board policies on alcohol and drugs, gang-related
320 activity, hazing, vandalism, trespassing, threats, search and seizure, disciplining of students with
321 disabilities, intentional injury of others, self-defense, bullying, and dissemination of such policies to
322 students, their parents, and school personnel; and (iii) (iv) standards for in-service training of school
323 personnel in and examples of the appropriate management of student conduct and student offenses in
324 violation of school board policies.
325 In accordance with the most recent enunciation of constitutional principles by the Supreme Court of
326 the United States of America, the Board's standards for school board policies on alcohol and drugs and
327 search and seizure shall include guidance for procedures relating to voluntary and mandatory drug
328 testing in schools, including, but not limited to, which groups may be tested, use of test results,
329 confidentiality of test information, privacy considerations, consent to the testing, need to know, and
330 release of the test results to the appropriate school authority.
331 In the case of suspension and expulsion, the procedures set forth in this article shall be the minimum
332 procedures that the school board may prescribe.
333 B. School boards shall adopt and revise, as required by § 22.1-253.13:7 and in accordance with the
334 requirements of this section, regulations on codes of student conduct that are consistent with, but may be
335 more stringent than, the guidelines of the Board. School boards shall include, in the regulations on codes
336 of student conduct, procedures for suspension, expulsion, and exclusion decisions and shall biennially
337 review the model student conduct code to incorporate discipline options and alternatives to preserve a
338 safe, nondisruptive environment for effective teaching and learning.
339 Each school board shall include, in its code of student conduct, prohibitions against bullying, hazing,
340 and profane or obscene language or conduct. School boards shall also cite, in their codes of student
341 conduct, the provisions of § 18.2-56, which defines and prohibits hazing and imposes a Class 1
342 misdemeanor penalty for violations, i.e., confinement in jail for not more than 12 months and a fine of
343 not more than $2,500, either or both.
344 A school board may regulate the use or possession of beepers or other portable communications
345 devices and laser pointers by students on school property or attending school functions or activities and
346 establish disciplinary procedures pursuant to this article to which students violating such regulations will
347 be subject.
348 Nothing herein shall be construed to require any school board to adopt policies requiring or
349 encouraging any drug testing in schools. However, a school board may, in its discretion, require or
350 encourage drug testing in accordance with the Board of Education's guidelines and model student
351 conduct policies required by subsection A and the Board's guidelines for student searches required by
352 § 22.1-279.7.
353 C. The Board of Education shall establish standards to ensure compliance with the federal Improving
354 America's Schools Act of 1994 (Part F-Gun-Free Schools Act of 1994), as amended, in accordance with
355 § 22.1-277.07.
356 This subsection shall not be construed to diminish the authority of the Board of Education or to
357 diminish the Governor's authority to coordinate and provide policy direction on official communications
358 between the Commonwealth and the United States government.


