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Commending the Virginia Department of State Police.

Patrons—Puckett, Bell, Blevins, Chichester, Colgan, Cuccindli, Deeds, Devolites Davis, Edwards,
Hanger, Hawkins, Herring, Houck, Howell, Lambert, Locke, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, McDougle,
Miller, Newman, Norment, Obenshain, O'Brien, Potts, Puller, Quayle, Rerras, Reynolds, Ruff,
Sadaw, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer, Wagner, Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of State Police is recognized for its extraordinary service to the
citizens of the Commonwealth on the occasion of its 75th anniversary; and

WHEREAS, in 1932, the Genera Assembly gave Virginia motor vehicle inspectors the power to
enforce the Crimina Code of the Commonwealth as well as the Motor Vehicle Code, and these
inspectors were later identified as troopers and became the Virginia Department of State Police; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly established a system of motor vehicle safety inspections in 1932,
which became a model for the nation; and

WHEREAS, in 1932, the Virginia Department of State Police was issued its first fleet of
enforcement vehicles, including motorcycles and automobiles; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of State Police, independent yet supportive of other
law-enforcement and criminal justice agencies, continues to be a professional, responsive, state-of-the-art
public safety agency that provides patrol and investigative services to the citizens of the Commonwealth
of Virginia and its visitors; and

WHEREAS, the troopers of the Virginia Department of State Police daily risk their lives in the
performance of their duties in order to fulfill their pledge to serve and protect the Commonwealth's
motoring and residing public; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
commend and congratulate the Virginia Department of State Police on the occasion of its 75th
anniversary; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
presentation to Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Superintendent of the Virginia Department of State Police,
as an expression of the General Assembly's gratitude for the vital service provided by al of the
outstanding state troopers to the citizens of the Commonwealth.
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