
2007 SESSION

INTRODUCED

072518788
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 347
2 Offered January 10, 2007
3 Prefiled January 8, 2007
4 Requesting the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry and the Secretary of Education to establish a
5 farm-to-school task force to develop a plan for implementing a Farm-to-School Program in Virginia.
6 Report.
7 ––––––––––

Patron––Potts
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Rules

10 ––––––––––
11 WHEREAS, the General Assembly has determined that childhood obesity has become a significant
12 health concern; and
13 WHEREAS, the need exists to promote healthy lifestyles within our public schools and across the
14 Commonwealth; and
15 WHEREAS, a number of states, including New York, have established, by statute, farm-to-school
16 programs "to facilitate and promote the purchase" of homegrown farm products by the educational
17 institutions within the state; and
18 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth's fruit and vegetable growers have the ability to provide quality
19 farm-fresh food products to schools, universities, and other educational institutions under the jurisdiction
20 of the State Department of Education; and
21 WHEREAS, the health benefits for our children are paramount, and promoting the purchase of
22 Virginia farm products is vital to our economy; now, therefore, be
23 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That a Farm-to-School Task Force be
24 established to develop a plan for implementing a Farm-to-School Program in Virginia. In developing its
25 plan, the Task Force shall study the best method for providing information to the Department of
26 Education and interested school districts and other educational institutions regarding the availability of
27 Virginia farm products, including the names and contact information of farmers, farm organizations, and
28 businesses that market Virginia farm products.
29 The Task Force shall consist of total of 12 members to be appointed as follows: six nonlegislative
30 citizen members to be appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry of whom two shall
31 represent Virginia fruit growers, two shall represent vegetable growers, and two shall represent other
32 Virginia agricultural interests; and two nonlegislative members to be appointed by the Secretary of
33 Education, one of whom shall be a current purchasing officer with a urban school division and one of
34 whom shall be licensed dietitian or nutritionist employed by a local school board. The Chairman of the
35 Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources and the Chairman of the House
36 Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources shall serve as members of the Task Force.
37 The Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry and the Secretary of Education shall serve ex officio with
38 voting privileges.
39 The Task Force shall elect a chairman and vice chairman from among its membership.
40 Legislative members shall receive such compensation as provided in § 30-19.12. Legislative members
41 shall also be reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their
42 duties as provided in § 2.2-2825. Funding for the costs of compensation and expenses of the members
43 shall be provided by the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry and the Secretary of Education.
44 Technical assistance shall be provided to the Task Force by the Department of Agriculture and
45 Consumer Services and the Department of Education. All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide
46 assistance to the Task Force for this study, upon request.
47 The Secretary of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Secretary of Education shall complete
48 their meetings by November 30, 2007, and shall submit to the Governor and the General Assembly an
49 executive summary and a report of its findings and recommendations for publication as a House or
50 Senate document. The executive summary and report shall be submitted as provided in the procedures of
51 the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative documents and reports
52 no later than the first day of the 2008 Regular Session of the General Assembly and shall be posted on
53 the General Assembly's website.
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