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1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact § 24.2-651 of the Code of Virginia, relating to elections; challenging a
3 voter at the polls.

4 [S 1034]
5 Approved

6 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
7 1. That § 24.2-651 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
8 § 24.2-651. Voter who is challenged; how challenge tried.
9 Any qualified voter may, and the officers of election shall, challenge the vote of any person who is

10 listed on the pollbook but is known or suspected not to be a qualified voter.
11 The individual making the challenge shall complete and sign the following statement on a form
12 provided by the State Board:
13 "I do hereby state, subject to penalties for hindering, intimidating, or interfering with a qualified
14 voter pursuant to § 24.2-607, that I am a qualified voter of this Commonwealth or an officer of election
15 and that, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief,_________________ is not a qualified
16 voter of this precinct by reason of (please check each of the following reasons that is applicable):
17 1. The named person is not a citizen of the United States;
18 2. The named person is not now 18 years of age or, in the case of a primary election or a special
19 election held on a date other that a general election date, will not reach the age of 18 before the next
20 general election;
21 3. The named person is not a resident of the Commonwealth (or, if he has not been a resident of the
22 Commonwealth within the preceding 30 days, he is attempting to vote for an office or issue other than
23 electors of President and Vice President of the United States);
24 4. The named person is not a resident of this precinct (or he has not been a resident of this precinct
25 since the second preceding general federal election and has not continued to be a resident of this
26 county or city and this congressional district);
27 5. The named person is not a resident of the town in the case of a town election;
28 6. The named person has been disqualified from voting by the Constitution and laws of the
29 Commonwealth and this disqualification has not been removed by proper authority;
30 7. The named person is not the identical person he represents himself to be; or
31 8. The named person has voted in this election at this or another voting place (state when and where
32 the named person previously voted in this election: _________________)."
33 When any person is challenged, Upon receipt of a signed challenge from a qualified voter or officer
34 of election, an officer of election shall explain to him the challenged voter the qualifications of a voter
35 and may examine him concerning his qualifications.
36 The officers of election are hereby authorized to administer the necessary oath or affirmation to any
37 witness brought before them to testify as to the qualifications of any person offering to vote.
38 If the person being challenged insists that he is qualified and the challenge is not withdrawn, one of
39 the officers shall give him a form containing the following statement:
40 "I do hereby state, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016,
41 that I am a citizen of the United States, that I am at least 18 years of age (or will be on the ... day of
42 ....... , .... ) that I am a resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia (or that I have been a resident of
43 this Commonwealth within the preceding 30 days and am voting only for electors of President and Vice
44 President of the United States), and that, according to the best of my knowledge, information and belief,
45 I am not disqualified from voting by the Constitution and laws of this Commonwealth; that my full
46 name is .................... ; that in such name I was duly registered as a voter of this precinct; that I am
47 now or at some time since the last November general election have been an actual resident of this
48 precinct or that I have been an actual resident of this precinct at some time since the second preceding
49 general federal election and have been and continue to be a resident of this county or city and this
50 congressional district; if I am voting in a town election today, that I am currently a resident of that
51 town; that I am the identical person I represent myself to be; and that I have not voted in this election
52 at this or any voting place and will not vote in this election at any other voting place."
53 If the person challenged refuses to sign the statement, he shall not be permitted to vote. If, however,
54 he signs the statement, he shall be permitted to vote on the voting system in use at the precinct.
55 When the voter has signed the statement and is permitted to vote, the officers of election shall mark
56 his name on the pollbook with the first or next consecutive number from the voter count form, or shall
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57 enter that the voter has voted if the pollbook is in electronic form, and shall indicate on the pollbook
58 that he has signed the required statement in accordance with the instructions of the State Board.
59 If the envelope containing a voted absentee ballot has been properly signed by the voter, such ballot
60 shall not be subject to challenge pursuant to this section.


