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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 2555
2 Offered January 10, 2007
3 Prefiled January 9, 2007
4 A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding in Chapter 11 of Title 2.2 an article numbered 8,
5 consisting of sections numbered 2.2-1182 through 2.2-1186, relating to the Department of General
6 Services; Green Buildings Act; report.
7 ––––––––––

Patrons––Ebbin, Moran, Amundson, Brink, Bulova, Marsden, Marshall, D.W., Phillips, Plum, Scott,
J.M., Sickles, Toscano, Tyler and Ware, O.; Senator: Edwards

8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on General Laws

10 ––––––––––
11 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
12 1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding in Chapter 11 of Title 2.2 an article numbered
13 8, consisting of sections numbered 2.2-1182 through 2.2-1186, as follows:
14 Article 8.
15 Green Buildings Act.
16 § 2.2-1182. Short title; findings.
17 A. This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Green Buildings Act."
18 B. The General Assembly finds that:
19 1. Energy costs for public buildings are skyrocketing and will likely continue to increase.
20 2. Use of energy generated by the combustion of fossil fuels contributes substantially to the problems
21 of pollution and global warming.
22 3. Public buildings can be built and renovated using high-performance methods that save energy
23 costs, preserve the environment, and make workers and students more productive.
24 § 2.2-1183. Definitions.
25 As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
26 "LEED certified" means the United States Green Building Council Leadership in Energy and
27 Environment Design green building rating standard.
28 "SFI certified" means Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified wood products.
29 "FSC certified" means Forestry Stewardship Council certified wood products.
30 § 2.2-1184. Building standards; exemption.
31 A. Any state agency authorized by the General Assembly to undertake a major facility project located
32 on state-owned land, shall build to LEED silver certification standards, unless granted an exemption by
33 the Director of the Department of General Services. Such projects shall not be required to obtain
34 official LEED silver certification. For the purposes of this article both SFI and FSC certified wood
35 products shall be considered acceptable for compliance with LEED standards.
36 B. Application of the requirement to build to LEED silver certification standards to major facility
37 projects shall proceed in the following manner:
38 1. New construction projects of 150,000 square feet or more entering the design phase between July
39 1, 2007, and June 30, 2008.
40 2. New construction projects of 100,000 square feet or more entering the design phase between July
41 1, 2008, and June 30, 2009.
42 3. New construction projects of 50,000 square feet or more entering the design phase between July
43 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010.
44 4. New construction projects of 25,000 square feet or more entering the design phase after July 1,
45 2010.
46 C. The provisions of this article shall not apply to any construction project of a public school
47 district.
48 § 2.2-1185. Administration; monitoring.
49 A. The Department of General Services shall promulgate such regulations as are necessary to
50 enforce this article. Such regulations shall include criteria for determining when a project qualifies for
51 an exemption from the LEED silver certification standard and the building standards that may be
52 imposed on projects that are granted exemptions.
53 B. The Department shall monitor and document ongoing operating savings that result from major
54 facility projects designed and constructed consistent with the LEED silver certification standards.
55 C. The Director shall evaluate requests for exemptions in consultation with the Secretary of Natural
56 Resources.
57 § 2.2-1186. Report.
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58 On or before December 1 of each year, the Department shall provide to the Governor and General
59 Assembly (i) a description of projects granted exemptions from the LEED silver certification standard
60 and the reasons for exemptions and (ii) recommendations for changes in policy.


