
2006 SESSION

ENROLLED

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 437

Commending the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia.

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, March 10, 2006
Agreed to by the Senate, March 11, 2006

WHEREAS, the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia was founded in 1981 by
Carrol Anderson, Sr., and was opened to the public in its current location in historic Jackson Ward in
the City of Richmond in 1991; and

WHEREAS, the museum building at 00 Clay Street has a rich history, beginning as a house built in
1832 by German descendant Adolph Dill, and is distinguished by its Federal and Greek architectural
styles; and

WHEREAS, Maggie L. Walker, the nation's first female, African-American bank president, supported
the Council of Colored Women's purchase of the house in 1922; and

WHEREAS, in 1932 the museum building housed the Jackson Ward branch of the Richmond Public
Library and was named for Rosa D. Bowser, the first African-American, female school teacher in
Richmond; and

WHEREAS, the Black History Museum and Cultural Center's mission is to be the permanent
repository for visual, oral, and written records and artifacts commemorating the immeasurable
contributions and rich culture of African Americans in Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the Black History Museum and Cultural Center's dedicated and knowledgeable staff
provides a respected statewide resource on the many facets of black history through exhibitions,
discussions, celebrations, and special activities; and

WHEREAS, because of the scarcity of written records of the black experience and culture, the
Museum collects and preserves rare documents, limited editions, prints, art, and photographs for its
prominent Black History Archives program; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly
commend and congratulate the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia on its valuable
work and continuing efforts to preserve the diverse history and culture of African Americans in Virginia;
and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
for presentation to the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia as an expression of the
General Assembly's best wishes for success in all of its endeavors in the future.
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