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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1017
2 Offered February 21, 2005
3 Commending L. Karen Darner.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Ebbin, Abbitt, Albo, Alexander, Amundson, Armstrong, Athey, BaCote, Barlow, Baskerville,
Bell, Black, Brink, Bryant, Byron, Callahan, Carrico, Cline, Cole, Cosgrove, Councill, Cox, Dillard,
Dudley, Eisenberg, Fralin, Frederick, Gear, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Hogan, Howell, A.T.,
Howell, W.J., Hugo, Hull, Hurt, Ingram, Janis, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, S.C., Keister,
Kilgore, Landes, Lewis, Lingamfelter, Louderback, Marrs, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., May,
McDonnell, McDougle, McQuigg, Melvin, Miles, Miller, Moran, Morgan, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon,
Oder, Orrock, Parrish, Petersen, Phillips, Plum, Pollard, Purkey, Putney, Rapp, Reese, Reid, Rust,
Saxman, Scott, E.T., Scott, J.M., Shannon, Sherwood, Shuler, Sickles, Spruill, Stump, Suit, Tata, Van
Landingham, Van Yahres, Ward, Wardrup, Ware, O., Ware, R.L., Watts, Weatherholtz, Welch and
Wright; Senators: Ticer and Whipple

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, L. Karen Darner of Arlington, who represented the citizens of the 49th House District
7 with great skill and compassion for 13 years, retired from the General Assembly at the end of her term
8 in January 2004; and
9 WHEREAS, a native of Oklahoma and a graduate of the University of Illinois, Karen Darner was

10 elected to the House of Delegates in 1991 to fill the seat vacated by the death of Delegate Warren G.
11 Stambaugh; and
12 WHEREAS, during her tenure in the House of Delegates, Karen Darner served on the Education,
13 Transportation, and Health, Welfare and Institutions Committees; and
14 WHEREAS, Karen Darner built an enviable reputation as a champion of public education, of
15 working for the protection of children and youth and the enhancement of health care services; and
16 WHEREAS, Karen Darner served as chair of a legislative study committee on the needs of the
17 foreign born and was vice chair of the State Immigrant and Refugee Policy Council; and
18 WHEREAS, Karen Darner sponsored legislation requiring that all public school students receive free
19 textbooks and establishing a system for foreign language interpreters to be available in civil courts; and
20 WHEREAS, Karen Darner was also a strong supporter of repealing the sales tax on food and of the
21 effort to allow Virginia high school graduates whose parents are undocumented immigrants to enroll as
22 in-state students in institutions of higher education; and
23 WHEREAS, throughout her distinguished career in the House of Delegates, Karen Darner served the
24 citizens of Arlington, Alexandria, and Fairfax County with exceptional compassion, dedication, and
25 integrity; now, therefore, be it
26 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
27 commend L. Karen Darner on the completion of an outstanding career in the House of Delegates; and,
28 be it
29 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
30 for presentation to L. Karen Darner as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration and best
31 wishes for a long and fulfilling retirement.
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