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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That §§ 22.1-323.2, 37.1-189.1, 63.2-1737, and 66-24 of the Code of Virginia are amended and
reenacted and that the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 22.1-16.3 as
follows:

§ 22.1-16.3. Cooperation with other state agencies regarding students placed in group homes or
residential facilities having educational programs.

A. In addition to the requirement to cooperate with other state departments in licensing and
certification of residential schools for students with disabilities, the Department of Education shall
cooperate with other state departments in fulfilling their respective licensing and certification
responsibilities and in reducing and simplifying the regulations involved in the licensing and
certification of group homes and residential facilities for children when such homes or facilities include
an educational program. The Board shall promulgate regulations allowing the Department of Education
to so assist and cooperate with other state departments.

B. The Board's regulations shall address the services required to be provided in such homes and
facilities as it may deem appropriate to ensure the education and safety of the students. In addition, the
Board's regulations shall include, but shall not be limited to (i) specifications for the structure and
accommodations of such homes or facilities according to the needs of the children to be placed; (ii)
rules concerning allowable activities, local government and home- or facility-imposed curfews, and
study, recreational, and bedtime hours; and (iii) a requirement that each home or facility have a
community liaison who shall be responsible for facilitating cooperative relationships with the neighbors,
the local school division, local law enforcement, local government officials, and the community at large.

§ 22.1-323.2. Cooperation of Department with other state departments.
A. The Department of Education shall cooperate with other state departments in fulfilling their

respective licensing and certification responsibilities and in reducing and simplifying the regulations
involved in the licensing and certification of residential schools for students with disabilities. The Board
may shall promulgate regulations allowing the Department of Education to so assist and cooperate with
other state departments.

B. The Board's regulations shall address the services required to be provided in such residential
schools as it may deem appropriate to ensure the education and safety of the students. In addition, the
Board's regulations shall include, but shall not be limited to (i) specifications for the structure and
accommodations of such homes or facilities according to the needs of the students; (ii) rules concerning
allowable activities, local government- and facility-imposed curfews, and study, recreational, and
bedtime hours; and (iii) a requirement that each facility have a community liaison who shall be
responsible for facilitating cooperative relationships with the neighbors, the school system, local law
enforcement, local government officials, and the community at large.

§ 37.1-189.1. Cooperation of Department with other state departments.
A. The Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services shall assist

and cooperate with other state departments in fulfilling their respective licensing and certification
responsibilities and in reducing and simplifying the regulations involved in such licensing and
certification. The State Board may shall promulgate regulations which will that shall allow the
Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services to so assist and
cooperate with other state departments.

B. The Board's regulations shall address the services required to be provided in group homes and
residential facilities for children as it may deem appropriate to ensure the health and safety of the
children. In addition, the Board's regulations shall include, but shall not be limited to (i) specifications
for the structure and accommodations of such homes and facilities according to the needs of the
children to be placed; (ii) rules concerning allowable activities, local government- and home- or
facility-imposed curfews, and study, recreational, and bedtime hours; and (iii) a requirement that each
facility have a community liaison who shall be responsible for facilitating cooperative relationships with
the neighbors, the school system, local law enforcement, local government officials, and the community
at large.

§ 63.2-1737. Cooperation of Department with other state departments concerning children's residential
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facilities.
A. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this subtitle, the Department shall cooperate with other

state departments in fulfilling their respective licensing and certification responsibilities and in reducing
and simplifying the regulations involved in such licensing and certification. The Board may shall adopt
regulations for the interdepartmental regulation of children's residential facilities, including group homes,
that shall allow the Department to assist and cooperate with other state departments in fulfilling their
respective licensing and certification responsibilities and in reducing and simplifying the regulations
involved in such licensing and certification. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter,
licenses issued to children's residential facilities pursuant to cooperative efforts described in this section
may be issued for periods of up to thirty-six 36 successive months.

B. The Board's regulations for the interdepartmental regulation of children's residential facilities
shall address the services required to be provided in such facilities as it may deem appropriate to
ensure the health and safety of the children. In addition, the Board's regulations shall include, but shall
not be limited to (i) specifications for the structure and accommodations of such facilities according to
the needs of the children; (ii) rules concerning allowable activities, local government- and
facility-imposed curfews, and study, recreational, and bedtime hours; and (iii) a requirement that each
facility have a community liaison who shall be responsible for facilitating cooperative relationships with
the neighbors, the school system, local law enforcement, local government officials, and the community
at large.

C. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, any facility licensed by the Commissioner as
a child-caring institution as of January 1, 1987, and that receives no public funds shall be licensed under
minimum standards for licensed child-caring institutions as adopted by the Board and in effect on
January 1, 1987. Effective January 1, 1987, all children's residential facilities shall be licensed under the
interdepartmental regulations for children's residential facilities.

§ 66-24. Cooperation of Department with other state departments; community group homes and other
residential facilities for certain juveniles; licensure; personnel.

A. The Department of Juvenile Justice shall cooperate with other state departments in fulfilling their
respective licensing and certification responsibilities and in reducing and simplifying the regulations
involved in the licensing or certification of children's residential facilities. The Board shall promulgate
regulations that shall allow the Department to so assist and cooperate with other state departments.

B. The Department is authorized to establish and maintain such a system of community group homes
or other residential care facilities as the Department may from time to time acquire, construct, contract
for or rent for the care of juveniles in direct state care, pending development of more permanent
placement plans. Any community group home or other residential care facility that the Department may
contract for or rent for the care of juveniles in direct state care shall be licensed or certified in
accordance with the regulations of the Board.

Such Any more permanent placement plans shall consider adequate care and treatment, and suitable
education, training and employment for such juveniles, as is appropriate.

C. The Department is further authorized to employ necessary personnel for such community group
homes or other residential care facilities or to contract with private entities for their operation.

D. The Board shall adopt such promulgate regulations for the operation of licensure or certification
of community group homes or other residential care facilities that contract with or are rented for the
care of juveniles in direct state care pursuant to subsection B.

The Board's regulations shall address the services required to be provided in such facilities as it may
deem appropriate to ensure the welfare and safety of the juveniles. In addition, the Board's regulations
shall include, but need not be limited to (i) specifications for the structure and accommodations of such
facilities according to the needs of the juveniles to be placed in the home or facility; (ii) rules
concerning allowable activities, local government- and group home- or residential care facility-imposed
curfews, and study, recreational, and bedtime hours; and (iii) a requirement that each home or facility
have a community liaison who shall be responsible for facilitating cooperative relationships with the
neighbors, the school system, local law enforcement, local government officials, and the community at
large.


