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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 432
2 Offered February 27, 2004
3 Commending Arthur R. Giesen, Jr.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Landes, Abbitt, Albo, Armstrong, Barlow, Callahan, Cosgrove, Councill, Cox, Dillard, Dudley,
Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Howell, W.J., Hull, Ingram, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, D.C.,
Kilgore, Marshall, R.G., May, McDonnell, Melvin, Morgan, Nixon, Orrock, Parrish, Phillips, Plum,
Purkey, Putney, Reid, Scott, J.M., Sherwood, Shuler, Spruill, Stump, Tata, Van Landingham, Van
Yahres, Wardrup and Watts; Senators: Bell, Blevins, Bolling, Colgan, Cuccinelli, Deeds, Devolites,
Edwards, Hanger, Hawkins, Howell, Lambert, Locke, Lucas, Martin, Miller, Mims, Newman,
Norment, O'Brien, Obenshain, Potts, Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Stolle, Stosch,
Ticer, Wagner, Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Arthur R. "Pete" Giesen, Jr., represented the citizens of the Central Shenandoah Valley
7 in the House of Delegates of Virginia for 32 years; and
8 WHEREAS, a native of Radford and a graduate of Yale University, Pete Giesen earned his master's
9 of business administration degree from Harvard University in 1956; and

10 WHEREAS, first elected to the House of Delegates in 1964, Pete Giesen at various times represented
11 the citizens of Augusta, Bath, Highland, and Rockingham Counties and the Cities of Staunton and
12 Waynesboro; and
13 WHEREAS, Pete Giesen is a former House minority leader and assistant minority leader and was at
14 the time of his retirement in 1996 a ranking member of the Appropriations, Transportation, Militia and
15 Police, and Counties, Cities and Towns Committees; and
16 WHEREAS, a mentor to many younger colleagues during his long career, Pete Giesen built an
17 admirable reputation as a mediator in the House of Delegates, able to bring legislators from both sides
18 of the aisle together on issues of importance to the Commonwealth; and
19 WHEREAS, during his tenure in the House of Delegates, Pete Giesen served on numerous
20 commissions and committees, including those that brought about improvements in treatment for the
21 mentally ill and assisted those with physical disadvantages; and
22 WHEREAS, Pete Giesen also served as mentor to Boys State and the Model General Assembly
23 while he served in the General Assembly; and
24 WHEREAS, Pete Giesen is a member of the board of the Lutheran Family Services of Virginia, the
25 Woodrow Wilson Birthplace Foundation, and the Foundation for the Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation
26 Center; and
27 WHEREAS, Pete Giesen continues to serve the citizens of numerous Virginia localities and
28 institutions as a legislative consultant and legislative coordinator for the Virginia Coalition on Aging and
29 the Virginia Association of Area Agencies on Aging; and
30 WHEREAS, over a long and distinguished career in the House of Delegates, Pete Giesen served the
31 citizens of the Shenandoah Valley and the Commonwealth with exceptional diligence, dedication, and
32 integrity; now, therefore, be it
33 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
34 commend Arthur R. Giesen, Jr., on his long and meritorious career in the House of Delegates; and, be it
35 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
36 for presentation to Arthur R. Giesen, Jr., as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration and
37 gratitude for his outstanding service to the citizens of Virginia.
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