
2004 SESSION

INTRODUCED

047121340
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 771
2 Offered January 14, 2004
3 Prefiled January 14, 2004
4 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 17.1-900 and 17.1-918 of the Code of Virginia, relating to Judicial
5 Inquiry and Review Commission; jurisdiction.
6 ––––––––––

Patrons––Hurt, Bell and Marshall, D.W.; Senator: Reynolds
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That §§ 17.1-900 and 17.1-918 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 17.1-900. Definitions and application of chapter.
13 As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
14 "Commission" means the Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission provided for in Article VI,
15 Section 10 of the Constitution of Virginia.
16 "Judge" means a justice of the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, judge of a circuit or
17 district court, member of the State Corporation Commission, or a member of the Virginia Workers'
18 Compensation Commission and includes (i) persons who have been elected or appointed to be judges
19 but have not taken the oath of office as judge as well as persons who have taken such oath, (ii) judges
20 designated under § 17.1-105, (iii) judges under temporary recall under § 17.1-106, and (iv) judges pro
21 tempore under § 17.1-109, all of whom shall be subject to investigations and proceedings under the
22 provisions of this chapter.
23 "Term" means (i) the period of time between either election or appointment of service as a judge and
24 the first taking of the oath of office, (ii) each period of time for which the person was either elected or
25 appointed as a judge, and (iii) any period of time after retirement during which the person hears cases as
26 a retired judge.
27 § 17.1-918. Transmission of certain information to Virginia State Bar, House and Senate Committees
28 for Courts of Justice, and other members of the General Assembly.
29 A. The Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission shall transmit to the appropriate District Committee
30 of the Virginia State Bar any complaint or evidence that may come to its attention with reference to the
31 alleged misconduct of a judge or, substitute judge or pro tempore judge which relates to his private
32 practice of law.
33 B. The Commission shall also transmit any evidence that it has in its possession with reference to the
34 alleged misconduct of any judge whose election is to be considered at the next session of the General
35 Assembly to (i) the House and Senate Committees for Courts of Justice and (ii) any member of the
36 General Assembly, upon request. Such evidence shall include the nature of the complaint, the current
37 status of the complaint, the duration of any suspension and the evidence supporting the probable cause
38 finding therefor, a description of any remedial course of action, and a statement concluding whether any
39 such remedial course was successfully undertaken. A copy of any evidence in whatever form so
40 transmitted shall be sent to the judge in question. Any member of the General Assembly who knowingly
41 discloses such information shall be subject to any sanctions whichthat may be imposed by the
42 Committee on Standards of Conduct.
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