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1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact § 54.1-3434.02 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the filling and
3 stocking of automated drug dispensing systems in hospital pharmacies by registered pharmacy
4 technicians.

5 [H 690]
6 Approved

7 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
8 1. That § 54.1-3434.02 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
9 § 54.1-3434.02. Automated drug dispensing systems.

10 A. Hospitals licensed pursuant to Title 32.1 or Title 37.1 may use automated drug dispensing
11 systems, as defined in § 54.1-3401, upon meeting the following conditions:
12 1. Drugs are placed in the automated drug dispensing system in a hospital and are under the control
13 of a pharmacy providing services to the hospital;
14 2. The pharmacist-in-charge of the pharmacy providing services to the hospital has established
15 procedures for assuring the accurate stocking and proper storage of drugs in the automated drug
16 dispensing system and for ensuring accountability for and security of all drugs utilized in the automated
17 drug dispensing system until the time such drugs are removed from the automated drug dispensing
18 system for administration to the patients;
19 3. Removal of drugs from any automated drug dispensing system for administration to patients can
20 only be made pursuant to a valid prescription or lawful order of a prescriber;
21 4. Adequate security for automated drug dispensing systems is provided, as evidenced by written
22 policies and procedures, for (i) preventing unauthorized access, (ii) complying with federal and state
23 regulations on prescribing and dispensing controlled substances, (iii) maintaining patient confidentiality,
24 and (iv) assuring compliance with the requirements of this section;
25 5. Accountability for drugs dispensed from automated drug dispensing systems is vested in the
26 pharmacist-in-charge of a pharmacy located within the hospital or the pharmacist-in-charge of any
27 outside pharmacy providing pharmacy services to the hospital;
28 6. Filling and stocking of all drugs in automated drug dispensing systems shall be performed under
29 the direction of the pharmacist-in-charge. The task of filling and stocking of drugs into an automated
30 drug dispensing system shall be performed by a pharmacist or the designee of the pharmacist-in-charge
31 a registered pharmacy technician, who shall be an employee of the provider pharmacy and shall be
32 properly trained in accordance with established standards set forth in a policy and procedure manual
33 maintained by the provider pharmacy. Delegation of filling and stocking tasks to a nonpharmacist shall
34 not be conditioned on the use of the automated drug dispensing system as a floor stock system or a
35 patient-specific drug dispensing system; however, the filling and stocking shall be performed by a
36 person who holds current certification by the National Pharmacy Technician Certification Board as a
37 pharmacy technician. The pharmacist stocking and filling the automated drug dispensing system or, if a
38 nonpharmacist is delegated this task, the pharmacist-in-charge, if the automated drug dispensing system
39 is stocked and filled by a registered pharmacy technician, shall be responsible for the proper and
40 accurate stocking and filling of the automated drug dispensing system.
41 B. Drugs placed into and removed from automated drug dispensing systems for administration to
42 patients shall be in the manufacturer's or distributor's sealed original packaging or in unit-dose containers
43 packaged by the pharmacy.
44 C. The pharmacist-in-charge in a pharmacy located within a hospital or the pharmacist-in-charge of
45 any outside pharmacy providing pharmacy services to a hospital shall be responsible for establishing
46 procedures for (i) periodically inspecting and auditing automated drug dispensing systems to assure the
47 proper storage, security, and accountability for all drugs placed in and removed from automated drug
48 dispensing systems, and (ii) reviewing the operation and maintenance of automated drug dispensing
49 systems. This monitoring shall be reviewed by a pharmacist while on the premises of the hospital and in
50 accordance with the pharmacist-in-charge's procedures and the Board of Pharmacy's regulations.
51 D. The Board of Pharmacy shall promulgate regulations establishing minimum requirements for
52 random periodic inspections and monthly audits of automated drug dispensing systems to assure the
53 proper storage, security, and accountability of all drugs placed in and removed from automated drug
54 dispensing systems and for reviewing the operation and maintenance of automated drug dispensing
55 systems.
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