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1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact § 32.1-263 of the Code of Virginia, relating to vital records; filing of
3 death certificates.

4 [H 159]
5 Approved

6 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
7 1. That § 32.1-263 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
8 § 32.1-263. Filing death certificates; medical certification; investigation by medical examiner.
9 A. A death certificate, including, if known, the social security number or control number issued by

10 the Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to § 46.2-342 of the deceased, shall be filed for each death
11 which occurs in this Commonwealth with the registrar of the district in which the death occurred within
12 three days after such death and prior to final disposition or removal of the body from the
13 Commonwealth, and shall be registered by such registrar if it has been completed and filed in
14 accordance with the following requirements:
15 1. If the place of death is unknown, but the dead body is found in this Commonwealth, a death
16 certificate shall be filed in the registration district in which the dead body is found in accordance with
17 this section. The place where the dead body is found shall be shown as the place of death. If the date of
18 death is unknown, it shall be determined by approximation, taking into consideration all relevant
19 information, including but not limited to, information provided by the immediate family regarding the
20 date and time that the deceased was last seen alive, if the individual died in his home; and
21 2. When death occurs in a moving conveyance, in the United States of America and the body is first
22 removed from the conveyance in this Commonwealth, the death shall be registered in this
23 Commonwealth and the place where it is first removed shall be considered the place of death. When a
24 death occurs on a moving conveyance while in international waters or air space or in a foreign country
25 or its air space and the body is first removed from the conveyance in this Commonwealth, the death
26 shall be registered in this Commonwealth but the certificate shall show the actual place of death insofar
27 as can be determined.
28 B. The licensed funeral director or person, funeral service licensee, office of the state anatomical
29 program, or next of kin as defined in § 54.1-2800 who first assumes custody of a dead body shall file
30 the certificate of death with the registrar. He shall obtain the personal data, including the social security
31 number of the deceased or control number issued to the deceased by the Department of Motor Vehicles
32 pursuant to § 46.2-342, from the next of kin or the best qualified person or source available and obtain
33 the medical certification from the person responsible therefor.
34 C. The medical certification shall be completed, signed and returned to the funeral director within 24
35 hours after death by the physician in charge of the patient's care for the illness or condition which
36 resulted in death except when inquiry or investigation by a medical examiner is required by § 32.1-283
37 or § 32.1-285.1.
38 In the absence of the physician or with his approval, the certificate may be completed and signed by
39 an associate physician, the chief medical officer of the institution in which death occurred, or the
40 physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent, if such individual has access to the medical
41 history of the case and death is due to natural causes.
42 D. When inquiry or investigation by a medical examiner is required by § 32.1-283 or § 32.1-285.1,
43 the medical examiner shall investigate the cause of death and shall complete and sign the medical
44 certification portion of the death certificate within 24 hours after being notified of the death. If the
45 medical examiner refuses jurisdiction, the physician last furnishing medical care to the deceased shall
46 prepare and sign the medical certification portion of the death certificate.
47 E. If the cause of death cannot be determined within 24 hours after death, the medical certification
48 shall be completed as provided by regulations of the Board. The attending physician or medical
49 examiner shall give the funeral director or person acting as such notice of the reason for the delay, and
50 final disposition of the body shall not be made until authorized by the attending physician or medical
51 examiner.
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