Department of Planning and Budget
2003 Fiscal Impact Statement

1. Bill Number HB2752
House of Origin <] Introduced  [_| Substitute ] Engrossed
Second House [ _] In Committee [ ] Substitute [ _] Enrolled

2. Patron Plum
3. Committee Agriculture, Chesapeake, and Natural Resources
4. Title Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Species Act

5. Summary/Purpose: The bill creates the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Species Act
within the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. This bill declares the zebra mussel and
northern snakehead fish as nonindigenous aquatic nuisance species. This bill authorizes the
Board of Game and Inland Fisheries to declare other nonindigenous aquatic nuisance species
if it finds that the presence of such nonindigenous aquatic species in state waters poses or is
likely to pose a significant threat of harm.

The bill authorizes thelepartment to take measures to suppress, control, eradicate, prevent or
retard the spread of any nonindigenous aquatic species. It also provides for a civil penalty of
up to $25,000 for any person that violates the provisions of the Act, and providesutiat

person is also liable for the costs of investigation, control and eradication incurred by a state
agency or local government.

6. Fiscal Impact Estimates are not available:SEE ITEM 8.
7. Budget amendment necessaryNo.

8. Fiscal implications: The bill provides that the Board of Game and Inland Fisheries may
promulgate regulations, which will result in some minor costs related to staff time. It also
provides that the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries may conduct operations to
control or eadicate nonindigenous aquatic species. This will impose a fiscal impact on the
agency. However, while a minor oitiene situation that involves the eradication of a species
in a small lake may have only minor costs, a major outbreak of infestation wkamce
species throughout the waters of the Commonwealth would have a significant fiscal impact
on the agency, which cannot be absorbed. Considering that such events are impossible to
predict and there is no funding source designated for this bill ifiealfimpact cannot be
determined.

9. Specific agency or political subdivisions affectedDepartment of Game and Inland
Fisheries.

10. Technical amendment necessaryNo.



11.Other comments: HB 2814 is an identical bill introduced by Delegate Scott
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