
2003 SESSION

INTRODUCED

033595577
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 649
2 Offered January 8, 2003
3 Prefiled January 8, 2003
4 Designating National Marrow Awareness Month in Virginia.
5 ––––––––––

Patrons––Christian, Albo, Almand, Amundson, Athey, Baskerville, Bland, Bloxom, Bolvin, Broman,
Byron, Callahan, Carrico, Cline, Cosgrove, Cox, Crittenden, Darner, Devolites, Drake, Griffith,
Hamilton, Hargrove, Hogan, Hugo, Hurt, Ingram, Jones, D.C., Keister, Kilgore, Landes, Lingamfelter,
Louderback, Marshall, D.W., May, McDonnell, McDougle, McQuigg, Melvin, Moran, Morgan,
Nixon, O'Bannon, Oder, Orrock, Parrish, Plum, Purkey, Putney, Reid, Rollison, Rust, Saxman,
Sherwood, Shuler, Spruill, Tata, Weatherholtz and Wright

6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Rules
8 ––––––––––
9 WHEREAS, every day, more than 300 people in the United States are diagnosed with leukemia,

10 lymphoma, myeloma, or other bone-marrow treatable cancer; and
11 WHEREAS, in 2001, more than 60,000 Americans died from these cancers, many of whom could
12 have benefited from bone marrow transplants; and
13 WHEREAS, the National Marrow Donor Program, a nonprofit organization founded in 1986,
14 facilitates unrelated donor stem cell transplants for patients with life-threatening blood diseases who do
15 not have matching donors in their families; and
16 WHEREAS, with a diverse registry of more than 4.5 million potential donors, the National Marrow
17 Donor Program has provided transplants to more than 13,000 patients; and
18 WHEREAS, the National Marrow Donor Program has also developed educational and recruitment
19 initiatives, increased the number of minority transplant recipients, and developed patient advocacy
20 services; and
21 WHEREAS, the National Marrow Donor Program has succeeded in increasing the number of
22 transplants in each year of its existence, to a total of 1,743 in 2001, and more than 1,000 in the first
23 half of 2002; and
24 WHEREAS, the need for more potential donors is critical to increasing the number of transplants and
25 thereby decreasing the number of deaths caused by marrow-related blood diseases; and
26 WHEREAS, the National Marrow Donor Program sponsors National Marrow Awareness Month each
27 November to recognize the donors, patients, and others who make marrow and blood stem cell
28 transplants possible; now, therefore, be it
29 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
30 designate the month of November, in 2003 and in each succeeding year, as National Marrow Awareness
31 Month in Virginia; and, be it
32 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the General Assembly urge the citizens of the Commonwealth to learn
33 about marrow donation programs and to volunteer for the National Marrow Donor Program.
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