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CHAPTER 165

An Act to amend and reenact § 22.1-26 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the establishment of certain
joint schools.
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That §22.1-26 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§22.1-26. Joint and regiona schools; regional public charter schools.

A. Two or more school boards may, with the consent of the State Board, establish joint or regional
schools, including regional public charter schools as defined in § 22.1-212.5, comprehensive schools
offering al-day academic programs and career and technical education, and regional residential charter
schools for at-risk pupils, for the use of their respective school divisions and may jointly purchase, take,
hold, lease, convey and condemn both real and persona property for such joint, regional, or regional
public charter schools. The school boards, acting jointly, shall have the same power of condemnation as
other school boards except that land so condemned shall not be in excess of thirty 30 acres for the use
of any one joint or regiona school. The title to all property acquired for such purposes shall vest jointly
in the school boards in such respective proportions as the school boards may determine, and the schools
shall be managed and controlled by the school boards jointly, in accordance with such regulations as are
promulgated by the State Board. However, the regulations in force at the time of the adoption of a plan
for the operation of a joint, regional, or regiona public charter school shall not be changed for such
joint, regional, or regional public charter school by the State Board without the approva of the school
boards. The school boards operating a regiona public charter school shall determine the school division
to which any regional public charter school is assigned for the purposes of any restrictions on the
number of public charter schools imposed by § 22.1-212.11.

B. Consistent with the provisions of this section, two or more school boards may, with the consent of
the Sate Board, establish joint or regional schools, including regional public charter schools, to serve
as high schools offering, in addition to a comprehensive high school curriculum, specialized training to
students desiring to pursue careers in law enforcement, fire fighting, emergency and rescue services, and
other occupations addressing public safety and welfare. Such schools may be designed to incorporate
the instructional services of retired or disabled emergency, fire, rescue, and law-enforcement personnel
and internships with local agencies and organizations providing such emergency, fire, rescue, and
law-enforcement services.



