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CHAPTER 127

An Act to amend and reenact 88 17.1-255, 17.1-256 and 17.1-258 of the Code of Virginia and to
repeal 817.1-258.1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to electronic filing of documents.

[H 1845]
Approved March 16, 2003

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 17.1-255, 17.1-256 and 17.1-258 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as
follows:

§17.1-255. Definition.

As used in this article, "electronic filing of documents’ means the filing or recordation with a circuit
court clerk of written information as defined in § 1-13.32, in the form of electronic sighals; with a
chedit court elerk: Electronie fiing of documents may beaeeemp#shedwaaneleetﬁemenetwem—sadq
as the globa wformation system known as the l-ntemet for the purpose of creating an "electronic
record" as defined in subdivision 7 of § 59.1-480.

§ 17.1-256. Electronic filing of documents authorized.

A clerk of a circuit court may establish a system for electronic filing or recordation of documents as
herein provided pursuant to Chapter 42.1 (8§ 59.1-479 et seq.) of Title 59.1. Any elerk requesting

from the Fechnology Trust Fund under 8-171-279 to establish an electronic filing system must
submit a plan for Hmplementation to the Councl of tnformation Management; or HS SUEcessor agency of
office, for technical review, unless the clerk uses a system developed or authorized by the Supreme
Court of Virginias Once established, federal; state; and local governmental entities; or political
sobdivisions thereoh; and gquasi-gevernmental agenetes, corperations; oF agtherities; chluding but net
Hmited to Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and \#H-DA— any person, as defined in subdivision 11 of
§ 59.1-480, may electronically file land records, instruments, judgments, and U.C.C. financing
statements; and any ether. Electronic filing of papers in civil or criminal actions appreved shall be
governed by Rule 1:17 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia. Fhe Supreme Court shall adopt
rules governing electronic filing in sueh agtiens:The circuit court clerk shall enter into an agreement
with each entity whieh person whom the clerk authorizes to file documents electronicaly, specifying the
recelving station to be used and the eectronic filing procedures to be followed, including, but not
limited to, security procedures, as defined in Chapter 42.1 (§ 59.1-479 et seq.) of Title 59.1, for
transmitting notarized documents. Fhe place of filing is the recelving station desighated by the ecireuit
court clerk to which dectronic information is transmitted: A circuit court clerk may also enter into an
agreement with banks; mortgage companies or other lending institutions or thelr assignees or persons ofr
entities etherwise adthorized to act on their behalf for the purpose of electronically recording certificates
of satisfaction and assignments of the underlying netes secured by previeusy recorded deeds of trust:

§ 17.1-258. Signature; when effective as originals.

A. H the sender of an electronically fled document fHes an atfidavit of authenticity along with the
electronic filing and the dectronic record; as defined in the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act
(8 59.1-479 et seqp. of the Code of Virgiia), and ncludes one or more electronic signatures, as defined
m%%%%%ﬁm%&gﬂmwmmﬂmm
original signature shall be deemed to be satistied: The requirement of an affidavit of adthenticity may
mqwmed&#mmsgnawedmesendqw%agmedupmseeuﬂw%eed%asdehﬂedmme
Uniform Electronic Transactions Aet:

B- If the electronically filed document contains an electronic signature pursuant to the Uniform
Electronic Transactions Act (8§ 59.1-479 et seg.), any statutory requirement for an original signature shall
be deemed to be satisfied.

G B. Any dtatutory requirement for a document to be notarized shall be deemed satisfied by the
appropriately executed electronic signature of such notary.

2. That §17.1-258.1 of the Code of Virginia is repealed.



