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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That §§ 18.2-362 and 20-40 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 18.2-362. Person marrying when husband or wife is living; penalty.
If any person, being married, shall, during the life of the husband or wife, marry another person in

this Commonwealth, or if the marriage with such other person take place out of the Commonwealth,
shall thereafter cohabit with such other person in this Commonwealth, he or she shall be guilty of a
Class 4 felony. Venue for a violation of this section may be in the county or city where the subsequent
marriage occurred or where the parties to the subsequent marriage cohabited.

§ 20-40. Punishment for violation of such prohibition; leaving Commonwealth to avoid.
If any person marry in violation of § 20-38.1 he shall be confined in jail not exceeding six months,

or fined not exceeding $500, in the discretion of the jury. If any persons, resident in this
Commonwealth, and within the degrees of relationship mentioned in that section, shall go out of this
Commonwealth for the purpose of being married, and with the intention of returning, and be married out
of it, and afterwards return to and reside in it, cohabiting as man and wife, they shall be punished as
provided in this section, and the marriage shall be governed by the same law as if it had been
solemnized in this Commonwealth. The fact of such cohabitation here shall be evidence of such
marriage. Venue for a violation of this section may be in the county or city where the subsequent
marriage occurred or where the parties to the subsequent marriage cohabited.
2. That the provisions of this act may result in a net increase in periods of imprisonment or
commitment. Pursuant to § 30-19.1:4, the estimated amount of the necessary appropriation is $0
for periods of imprisonment in state adult correctional facilities and is $0 for periods of
commitment to the custody of the Department of Juvenile Justice.


