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In accordance with the provisions of 88 30-19.03 through 30-19.03:1.1 of the Code of
Virginia, the staff of the Commission on Local Government offers the following analysis of the
above-referenced hill:

I. Bill Summary

HB 517 adds an eye examination conducted by an optometrist or opthamologist to the
preschool health enrollment requirements for kindergarten or el ementary school. Local hedth
departments are required to offer such examinations at no charge for indigent children. Currently,
only aphysical examination is required for enrollment in kindergarten or e ementary school, and
local health departments must conduct the physical examination at no cost for indigent children.
Thishbill issmilar to HB 170 - Hargrove.

Il. Fiscal Impact Analysis

According to the Virginia Department of Health, the provision of preschool physica
examinations to indigent children by local health departmentsis one component of the required
services that qualify for cost sharing under the State-local cooperative program. At the present time,
if eye problems are discovered as part of the preschool physical examination, then the local heath
department refers the child to a specialist for further testing.

While the Commission on Local Government received only alimited number of fisca
impact estimates from loca governments, State officials estimate that the local share for the cost of
adding preschool eye exams for indigent children could average between $120,000 and $200,000
for al counties and cities. For example, both Rappahannock and Bath Counties estimated that they
each would incur increased annual operating costsin the range of $5,000 or less.

[11. Conclusion

HB 517 is expected to have aminimal fiscal impact for most local governmentsin the
Commonweslth.



