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2002 SESSION

INTRODUCED

028276516
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 205
Offered January 31, 2002
On the death of Thomas F. Blackwell.

Patrons—Puckett, Barry, Blevins, Bolling, Byrne, Chichester, Deeds, Edwards, Hanger, Hawkins, Houck,
Howell, Lambert, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Miller, Y.B., Mims,
Newman, Norment, Potts, Puller, Quayle, Rerras, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer,
Trumbo, Wagner, Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams; Delegate: Stump

WHEREAS, Thomas F. Blackwell, an associate professor of law at the Appalachian School of Law
in Grundy, died on January 16, 2002; and

WHEREAS, a native of Texas, Thomas Blackwell was an honors graduate of the University of Texas
a Arlington who earned his master's degree in philosophy from Duke University and his law degree,
with highest honors, from the Duke University School of Law in 1986; and

WHEREAS, following law school, Thomas Blackwell practiced law in Dallas and taught as a lega
writing instructor a Texas Wesleyan School of Law and as a visiting assistant professor at
Chicago-Kent College of Law; and

WHEREAS, Professor Blackwell published a book of legal forms on disk for West Publishing
Company and authored several articles in lega journals; and

WHEREAS, Professor Blackwell served on the Computer-Aided Law Instruction editorial board and
on the board of the Association of Legal Writing Directors; and

WHEREAS, at the Appalachian School of Law, Professor Blackwell taught contracts, intellectua
property, legal process, and the law office management practicum; and

WHEREAS, involved in his church and the Buchanan County community, Professor Blackwell was a
devoted member of Buchanan First Presbyterian Church, where he was prominent in church music
programs; and

WHEREAS, Professor Blackwell, who served on the board of Buchanan Neighbors United and on
the Technology Committee of the Buchanan County Chamber of Commerce, was committed to serving
the community and building relationships between the community and the Appalachian School of Law;
and

WHEREAS, dedicated to his family, his profession, and his community, Thomas F. Blackwell will
be remembered with great fondness and respect by the students and staff of the Appalachian School of
Law and by the residents of Buchanan County; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
note with great sadness the untimely passing of an invaluable educator, Professor Thomas F. Blackwell;
and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
presentation to the family of Thomas F. Blackwell as an expression of the esteem in which his memory
is held by the members of the General Assembly.
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