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INTRODUCED

028313688
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 469
2 Offered March 4, 2002
3 Celebrating the life of Jessie M. Rattley.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Crittenden, Abbitt, Albo, Almand, Amundson, Armstrong, Athey, Barlow, Baskerville, Bell,
Black, Bland, Bloxom, Bolvin, Brink, Broman, Bryant, Byron, Callahan, Carrico, Christian, Cole,
Councill, Cox, Darner, Devolites, Dillard, Drake, Dudley, Gear, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove,
Hogan, Howell, Hull, Hurt, Ingram, Janis, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C., Jones, S.C.,
Keister, Kilgore, Landes, Lingamfelter, Louderback, Marrs, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., May,
McDonnell, McDougle, McQuigg, Melvin, Miles, Moran, Morgan, Nixon, O'Bannon, O'Brien, Oder,
Orrock, Parrish, Petersen, Phillips, Plum, Pollard, Purkey, Putney, Rapp, Reese, Rollison, Rust,
Saxman, Scott, Sears, Sherwood, Shuler, Spruill, Stump, Suit, Tata, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van
Yahres, Wardrup, Ware, Watts, Weatherholtz, Woodrum and Wright; Senators: Barry, Blevins,
Bolling, Byrne, Chichester, Colgan, Deeds, Edwards, Hanger, Hawkins, Houck, Howell, Lambert,
Lucas, Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Miller, Y.B., Mims, Newman, Norment, Potts,
Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Rerras, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer, Trumbo, Wagner,
Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Jessie M. Rattley, for 20 years a pioneering political leader in the City of Newport
7 News, died on March 2, 2001; and
8 WHEREAS, a native of Birmingham, Alabama, Jessie Rattley graduated from Fairfield High School
9 in 1947, then entered Hampton Institute, from which she graduated with honors in 1951; and

10 WHEREAS, Jessie Rattley began her teaching career at Huntington High School, then, in 1952,
11 founded the Peninsula Business College, which provided an opportunity for young people and adults to
12 be trained for success in the business world; and
13 WHEREAS, in seeking employment opportunities for her students, Jessie Rattley began her lifelong
14 commitment to civil rights, political involvement, and public service; and
15 WHEREAS, in 1970, Jessie Rattley became the first African-American and the first woman to be
16 elected to the Newport News City Council, and she followed up that stunning victory by winning the
17 highest vote totals in her reelection campaigns in 1974, 1978, 1982, and 1986; and
18 WHEREAS, in 1976, Jessie Rattley was elected vice-mayor of Newport News and in 1986, at the
19 time of her reelection to her fifth term in office, she was elected mayor, the first African-American and
20 the first woman to hold that position; and
21 WHEREAS, continuing her trailblazing ways at the state and national levels, Jessie Rattley became
22 the first African-American elected president of the Virginia Municipal League and was the first
23 African-American and the first woman elected president of the National League of Cities, which
24 represents more than 15,000 municipalities across the country; and
25 WHEREAS, during her distinguished career in public service, Jessie Rattley served on innumerable
26 committees, commissions, task forces, and delegations at the state, national, and international levels; and
27 WHEREAS, for her outstanding service to Newport News, the Commonwealth, and the nation, Jessie
28 Rattley was honored by, among many others, the National League of Cities, the U.S. Conference of
29 Mayors, Old Dominion University, Hampton University, the NAACP, and the National Conference of
30 Christians and Jews; and
31 WHEREAS, in 1990, Jessie Rattley returned to her career as an educator, first as a fellow at the
32 Institute of Politics, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, and then at her alma
33 mater, Hampton University, where she was serving as a senior lecturer in the political science
34 department at the time of her death; and
35 WHEREAS, over the course of a truly extraordinary career of public service, Jessie Rattley served a
36 number of constituencies with honor, dignity, effectiveness, and singular devotion; now, therefore, be it
37 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
38 note with great sadness the loss of a pioneering Newport News political leader, Jessie M. Rattley; and,
39 be it
40 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
41 for presentation to the family of Jessie M. Rattley as an expression of the General Assembly's deep and
42 abiding respect for her lifetime of service to the citizens of Virginia.
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