
2002 SESSION

ENGROSSED

028645882
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 455
2 Offered February 28, 2002
3 Commending Inova Health System.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Petersen, Albo, Almand, Black, Bolvin, Brink, Callahan, Darner, Devolites, Dillard, Hull, May,
McQuigg, Moran, Parrish, Plum, Reese, Rollison, Rust, Van Landingham and Watts

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Inova Health System in Northern Virginia was deeply involved in the response to the
7 attacks on September 11, 2001, and in the diagnosis and treatment of those exposed to anthrax in
8 October of 2001; and
9 WHEREAS, on September 11, Inova Health System treated 27 patients injured in the attack on the

10 Pentagon at its Alexandria, Mount Vernon, and Franconia-Springfield facilities; and
11 WHEREAS, within moments of the crash at the Pentagon, Inova AirCare was on the scene to
12 transport patients, and AirCare 2, the system's back-up helicopter, transported needed supplies to the
13 scene for use in patient triage; and
14 WHEREAS, Inova Blood Donor Services collected more than 2,000 units of blood in the first week
15 following the attacks, and a portion of the donations was sent to New York and New Jersey to help
16 injured patients; and
17 WHEREAS, the Inova Institute of Research and Education contacted the Food and Drug
18 Administration to allow usage of a new drug––in its final phase of testing––in a successful attempt to
19 save the life of Virginia State Police Trooper Michael Middleton; and
20 WHEREAS, more than a month after the September 11 attacks, Inova Health System played a
21 leading role in the initial diagnosis and treatment of patients exposed to anthrax at the Brentwood Postal
22 Facility; and
23 WHEREAS, Inova Fairfax Hospital emergency room physician Cecele Murphy diagnosed the first
24 inhalation anthrax patient on October 19, 2001, before the source of the anthrax was known; and
25 WHEREAS, within two days, the hospital diagnosed the second anthrax case, and Inova physicians
26 soon developed protocols for hospitals to follow in screening postal workers and other potential
27 inhalation anthrax cases; and
28 WHEREAS, in collaboration with infectious disease specialists from Kaiser Permanente, Inova
29 physicians published an anthrax case study in the Journal of the American Medical Association, an
30 article that was published faster than any other case study in the journal's history; and
31 WHEREAS, Inova Fairfax Hospital held three press conferences to educate the public on key anthrax
32 information, including the fact that it is not contagious and that patients in and visitors to hospitals are
33 safe; and
34 WHEREAS, Inova Health System continued to take the lead in producing and distributing anthrax
35 information to inform the public via information hotlines, websites, the press, and public meetings; and
36 WHEREAS, throughout the turbulent Fall of 2001, the medical professionals and staff of Inova
37 Health System responded to emergency situations with great dispatch, diligence, courage, and
38 professionalism; now, therefore, be it
39 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly
40 commend Inova Health System for its quick and effective response to the events of September 11 and
41 the anthrax incidents in October 2001; and, be it
42 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
43 for presentation to Inova Health System as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration and
44 gratitude for its dedication to the health and welfare of the citizens of Northern Virginia.
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