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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 449
Offered February 28, 2002
On the death of Lieutenant Commander Robert R. Elseth.

Patrons—Dillard, Abbitt, Albo, Almand, Amundson, Armstrong, Athey, Barlow, Baskerville, Bell, Black,
Bland, Bloxom, Bolvin, Brink, Broman, Bryant, Byron, Callahan, Carrico, Christian, Cole, Cosgrove,
Councill, Cox, Crittenden, Darner, Devolites, Drake, Dudley, Gear, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton,
Hargrove, Hogan, Howell, Hull, Hurt, Ingram, Janis, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C.,
Jones, S.C., Keister, Kilgore, Landes, Lingamfelter, Louderback, Marrs, Marshall, D.W., Marshall,
R.G., May, McDonnell, McDougle, McQuigg, Melvin, Miles, Moran, Morgan, Nixon, Nutter,
O'Bannon, O'Brien, Oder, Orrock, Parrish, Petersen, Phillips, Plum, Pollard, Purkey, Putney, Rapp,
Reese, Reid, Rollison, Rust, Saxman, Scott, Sears, Sherwood, Shuler, Spruill, Stump, Suit, Tata,
Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres, Wardrup, Ware, Watts, Weatherholtz, Welch, Wilkins,
Woodrum and Wright; Senators. Barry, Blevins, Bolling, Byrne, Chichester, Colgan, Deeds, Edwards,
Hanger, Hawkins, Houck, Howell, Lambert, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G.,
Miller, Y.B., Mims, Newman, Norment, Potts, Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Rerras, Reynolds, Ruff,
Sadaw, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer, Trumbo, Wagner, Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2001, terrorists launched a violent attack on the United States,
causing great destruction and horrible human suffering in New York, Virginia, and Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, the attack had a devastating effect in Virginia, home of the Pentagon and of many of
the personnel, military and civilian, who served there; and

WHEREAS, among the victims of the Pentagon attack was Lieutenant Commander Robert R. Elseth
of Burke, a 14-year veteran of service in the United States Navy who was assigned to the Naval
Command Center at the Pentagon; and

WHEREAS, a 1987 graduate of Ohio State University, Lieutenant Commander Elseth was on active
duty for 10 years, serving aboard the USS Claude V. Ricketts, the USS Donald B. Beary, and the USS
John Rodgers; and

WHEREAS, while serving as an instructor at the Surface Warfare Officer School in Newport, Rhode
Island, Lieutenant Commander Elseth was recognized as Junior Officer of the Year for Newport Naval
Ashore Commands; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Commander Elseth continued to serve as an officer in the Naval Reserve in a
number of units, including his most recent service at the Naval Command Center; and

WHEREAS, in Burke, Lieutenant Commander Elseth was active in his church as a Sunday School
teacher, coached girls' soccer, and was a founding partner of Delta Resources, Inc., a defense consulting
firm; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly note with
sadness the loss of Lieutenant Commander Robert R. Elseth, a victim of the September 11 terrorist
attacks on the United States; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
for presentation to the family of Lieutenant Commander Robert R. Elseth as an expression of the
heartfelt condolences of the General Assembly of Virginia.
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