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2002 SESSION

INTRODUCED

022957946
HOUSE BILL NO. 464
Offered January 9, 2002
Prefiled January 8, 2002
A BILL to amend and reenact § 55-248.7 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the Virginia Residential
Landlord Tenant Act; terms and conditions of rental agreement.

Patrons—Suit, Cosgrove and Welch
Referred to Committee on General Laws

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That §55-248.7 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§55-248.7. Terms and conditions of rental agreement; copy for tenant.

A. A landlord and tenant may include in a rental agreement, terms and conditions not prohibited by
this chapter or other rule of law, including rent, charges for late payment of rent, term of the agreement
and other provisions governing the rights and obligations of the parties.

B. A landlord shall provide the tenant with a notice, signed by the tenant as an addendum to the
rental agreement or, in the absence of a rental agreement, in a document to be signed by the tenant,
that the landlord provides no insurance coverage for the loss of the tenant's personal property or for
any relocation costs in the event of a natural or man-made disaster as defined in 8§ 44-146.16. The
notice shall also consist of the following printed statement in capitalized letters, in ten-point, boldface
type:

TENANT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING HIS OWN INSURANCE POLICY TO COVER
THE LOSS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY OR FOR RELOCATION COSTS IN THE EVENT OF A
FIRE OR NATURAL OR MAN-MADE DISASTER.

BC. In the absence of a rental agreement, the tenant shall pay as rent the fair rental value for the use
and occupancy of the dwelling unit.

GD. Rent shall be payable without demand or notice at the time and place agreed upon by the
parties. Unless otherwise agreed, rent is payable at the place designated by the landlord and periodic
rent is payable at the beginning of any term of one month or less and otherwise in equal installments at
the beginning of each month.

BE. Unless the rental agreement fixes a definite term, the tenancy shall be week to week in case of a
roomer who pays weekly rent, and in al other cases month to month.

EF. If the rental agreement contains any provision whereby the landlord may approve or disapprove
a sublessee or assignee of the tenant, the landlord shall within ten business days of receipt by him of the
written application of the prospective sublessee or assignee on a form to be provided by the landlord,
approve or disapprove the sublessee or assignee. Failure of the landlord to act within ten business days
shall be deemed evidence of his approval.

FG. A copy of any written rental agreement signed by both the tenant and the landlord shall be
provided to the tenant within one month of the effective date of the written rental agreement. The failure
of the landlord to deliver such a rental agreement shall not affect the validity of the agreement.

GH. No unilateral change in the terms of a rental agreement by a landlord or tenant shall be valid
unless (i) notice of the change is given in accordance with the terms of the rental agreement or as
otherwise required by law and (ii) both parties consent in writing to the change.
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