Department of Planning and Budget
2001 Fiscal Impact Statement

1. Bill Number HB2387
House of Origin [ ] introduced  [] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [ ] 1n Committee X Substitute [] Enrolled

2. Patron Clement
3. Committee
4. Title Computer Information Transactions Act; consumer protection.

5. Summary/Purpose; Makes severa amendments to the Uniform Computer Information Transactions
Act (UCITA) and the Virginia Consumer Protection Act (VCPA). The bill amends UCITA's
references to other laws (including references to the VCPA), adminidtrative rules, regulations, and
procedures. The bill amendsthe VCPA'’s definition of "goods' to include "computer information”
and "informationa rights’ as defined in UCITA, and excludes from the VCPA's fees and disclosures
requirement, any transaction involving an Internet or Smilar eectronic webste.

6. Fiscd Impact Edtimatesare: Find. Seeltem 8.
7. Budget amendment necessary: No.

8. Fiscd implications: The Department of Planning and Budget expects the fiscd impact of this
legidation to be negligible. However, the legidation does make definition changes to broaden the
scope of the VCPA. Therefore, by atechnical reading of the language, an increased opportunity for
penaties under the VCPA exists. While mogt of the related pendlties are civil, under Section 59.1-
201.E., the VCPA dlowsfor a Class 2 misdemeanor under certain circumstances.  For someone
convicted of a Class 2 misdemeanor, ajudge has the option of sentencing him to timeinjail. Thereis
not enough information avallable to reliably estimate how many additiond prisonersin jail could result
from this proposal. Any increasein jail population will increase costs to the state. The
Commonwedlth pays the localities $8.00 a day for each misdemeanant held in ajail and $14.00 a
day for each state responsibleinmate. It aso funds most of the jails operating codts, e.g.
correctiona officers. The state's share of these costs on a per prisoner, per day basis varies from
locality to locdity. However, according to the Compensation Board, the estimated total State
support for loca jails averaged $30.54 per inmate, per day in FY 1999,

9. Specific agency or politicad subdivisons affected:  Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services.

10. Technica amendment necessary: No.
11. Other comments: None.
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