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2000 SESSION

INTRODUCED

006523522
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 272
Offered February 4, 2000
On the death of Jean MacArthur.

Patrons—Rerras, Barry, Bolling, Byrne, Chichester, Colgan, Couric, Edwards, Forbes, Hanger, Hawkins,
Houck, Howell, Lambert, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Miller, Y.B., Mims,
Newman, Norment, Potts, Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Reynolds, Saslaw, Schrock, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer,
Trumbo, Watkins, Whipple and Williams; Delegates: Abbitt, Albo, Armstrong, Barlow, Black,
Blevins, Bloxom, Callahan, Cantor, Christian, Clement, Councill, Cox, Crittenden, Day, Diamonstein,
Drake, Dudley, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Harris, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C., Katzen,
Kilgore, Louderback, May, McDonnell, McEachin, McQuigg, Melvin, Moss, O'Brien, Plum, Purkey,
Putney, Rhodes, Robinson, Rollison, Ruff, Rust, Scott, Spruill, Suit, Tata, Thomas, Van Landingham,
Van Yahres, Wagner, Wardrup, Ware, Watts, Weatherholtz, Williams and Woodrum

WHEREAS, Jean MacArthur, the widow of General Douglas MacArthur and the honorary chairman
of the General Douglas MacArthur Foundation in Norfolk, died in New York on January 22, 2000, at
the age of 101; and

WHEREAS, a native of Nashville and a graduate of Soule College in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, Jean
Marie Faircloth met Douglas MacArthur while on a trip to the Far East in 1935; and

WHEREAS, in 1937, Jean Faircloth and Douglas MacArthur were wed in New York, and Jean
MacArthur then accompanied her husband to the Philippines shortly before the outbreak of World War
Il; and

WHEREAS, when the Japanese attacked the Philippines in 1941, Jean MacArthur accompanied
General MacArthur to the island fortress of Corregidor, where she endured the months of daily bombing
and shelling during the Japanese siege of the idand; and

WHEREAS, finally ordered to Australia by President Roosevelt, the MacArthurs made their famous
return to the Philippines, and Jean MacArthur shortly thereafter accompanied her husband to Tokyo,
where he assumed the title of Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers and administered the
occupation of Japan; and

WHEREAS, throughout her husband's historic career, Jean MacArthur was an invaluable companion,
often becoming heavily involved in the socia duties connected with General MacArthur's prominent
position; and

WHEREAS, Jean MacArthur served as the honorary chairman of the board of directors of the
General Douglas MacArthur Foundation in Norfolk, which contains the Jean MacArthur Research
Center, dedicated in 1990 by Jean MacArthur and Mrs. George Bush; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of her public service activities, Jean MacArthur received the
Distinguished Public Service Award from the Department of Defense in 1984 and was presented the
Medal of Freedom in 1988 by President Reagan; and

WHEREAS, Jean MacArthur was interred next to her husband in the MacArthur Memoria in
Norfolk; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly note with
great sadness the passing of Jean MacArthur; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
presentation to the General Douglas MacArthur Foundation as an expression of the General Assembly's
respect for the memory of Jean MacArthur.
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