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INTRODUCED

006482464
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 164
2 Offered January 24, 2000
3 Commending the Very Reverend Constantine Nicholas Dombalis.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Martin, Barry, Bolling, Byrne, Chichester, Colgan, Couric, Edwards, Forbes, Hanger, Hawkins,
6 Holland, Houck, Howell, Lambert, Lucas, Marsh, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Miller, Y.B., Mims,
7 Newman, Norment, Potts, Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Rerras, Reynolds, Saslaw, Schrock, Stolle, Stosch,
8 Ticer, Trumbo, Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams; Delegates: Joannou, Abbitt, Armstrong,
9 Blevins, Bloxom, Brink, Broman, Bryant, Byron, Cantor, Clement, Cox, Davis, Deeds, Devolites,

10 Diamonstein, Dillard, Drake, Grayson, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Harris, Howell, Hull,
11 Ingram, Jackson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C., Jones, S.C., Katzen, Keister, Landes, Larrabee,
12 Louderback, May, McClure, McDonnell, McEachin, Moran, Morgan, Moss, Nixon, O'Brien, Orrock,
13 Parrish, Phillips, Pollard, Purkey, Putney, Reid, Rhodes, Rollison, Ruff, Rust, Sherwood, Shuler,
14 Stump, Suit, Tata, Tate, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres, Wagner, Wardrup, Ware,
15 Weatherholtz, Williams and Woodrum
16 ––––––––––
17 WHEREAS, the Very Reverend Constantine Nicholas Dombalis, Dean Emeritus of the Saints
18 Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Richmond, was chosen to receive the 2000 First
19 Freedom Award, on the occasion of the 214th anniversary of the passage of the Virginia Statute for
20 Religious Freedom; and
21 WHEREAS, throughout his 40-year tenure with the church, Richmond's Greek Orthodox community
22 has flourished, and the legendary Greek Festival has grown from a weekend celebration of Greek culture
23 to the largest festival of its kind in the United States; and
24 WHEREAS, Father Dombalis helped author the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights" as a
25 delegate to the 38th session of the United Nations in 1983 and was later appointed to the White House
26 Conference for Religious Leaders; and
27 WHEREAS, Father Dombolis has demonstrated his commitment to religious freedom through his
28 service as a member of the Council for America's First Freedom Board of Trustees, the Governor's
29 appointee to the Virginia Middle East Commission, the United States Commissioner to UNESCO, and as
30 a presidential appointee to both the United States Civil Rights Commission and the United States
31 Holocaust Memorial Council; and
32 WHEREAS, in 1995, Father Dombalis founded the Richmond International Airport Interfaith Chapel,
33 the first chapel of its kind to be opened in the United States, where more than a dozen faiths are
34 represented; now, therefore, be it
35 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly
36 commend the Very Reverend Constantine Nicholas Dombalis for his continuing efforts to uphold the
37 Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom and congratulate him for his selection as a recipient of the 2000
38 First Freedom Award; and, be it
39 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
40 presentation to the Very Reverend Constantine Nicholas Dombalis as an expression of the General
41 Assembly's appreciation for his work on behalf of religious freedom for all Americans.
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