
2000 SESSION

INTRODUCED

006412936
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 97
2 Offered January 19, 2000
3 Commending Paul E. Torgersen.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Shuler, Abbitt, Albo, Almand, Amundson, Armstrong, Barlow, Baskerville, Black, Blevins,
6 Bloxom, Bolvin, Brink, Broman, Bryant, Callahan, Christian, Clement, Councill, Cranwell,
7 Crittenden, Darner, Davis, Day, DeBoer, Deeds, Diamonstein, Dickinson, Drake, Dudley, Grayson,
8 Hamilton, Hargrove, Harris, Hull, Ingram, Jackson, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, J.C., Jones, S.C.,
9 Katzen, Keister, Landes, Larrabee, Louderback, May, McClure, McEachin, McQuigg, Melvin, Moran,

10 Morgan, Moss, O'Brien, Orrock, Parrish, Plum, Rhodes, Robinson, Rollison, Ruff, Rust, Scott,
11 Stump, Tata, Tate, Thomas, Van Yahres, Wagner, Ware, Watts, Weatherholtz, Wilkins, Williams and
12 Woodrum; Senators: Barry, Bolling, Byrne, Chichester, Colgan, Couric, Edwards, Forbes, Hanger,
13 Hawkins, Holland, Houck, Howell, Lambert, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G.,
14 Miller, Y.B., Mims, Newman, Norment, Potts, Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Rerras, Reynolds, Saslaw,
15 Schrock, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer, Trumbo, Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams
16 ––––––––––
17 WHEREAS, the end of the twentieth century will also mark the end of Paul E. Torgersen's
18 remarkable 33-year career of service to Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University; and
19 WHEREAS, with degrees from Lehigh University and Ohio State University and following six years
20 at Oklahoma State University, Paul Torgersen arrived in Blacksburg in 1967, and Virginia Tech has
21 been the beneficiary of his presence ever since; and
22 WHEREAS, as professor, as dean, as administrator, and, for the past six years, as president of
23 Virginia Tech, Paul Torgersen has been an integral part of Virginia Tech's growth into a nationally
24 respected academic and research university; and
25 WHEREAS, a professor of engineering, Paul Torgersen served as dean of the College of Engineering
26 for 20 years; and
27 WHEREAS, following two stints as acting president, Paul Torgersen, who also holds the John W.
28 Hancock, Jr., Chair in Engineering, was named Virginia Tech's 14th president in 1994; and
29 WHEREAS, continuing on the record of his predecessors, Paul Torgersen has led Virginia Tech
30 during a time of growth and increasing national recognition and respect, especially in the increasingly
31 important information technology field; and
32 WHEREAS, always first and foremost a teacher, Paul Torgersen, the 1991-92 Sporn Award winner
33 "in recognition of excellence in teaching of engineering subjects," has continued to teach at least one
34 course throughout his tenure as dean, administrator, and president of the university; and
35 WHEREAS, as president, Paul Torgersen oversaw the development of Virginia Tech's updated
36 University Plan, directed the merging of two colleges to form the College of Human Resources and
37 Education, and spearheaded the formation of the Advanced Communications and Information
38 Technology Center; and
39 WHEREAS, Paul Torgersen was also a dominant force in Virginia Tech's recent capital campaign,
40 using his excellent relations with university alumni and Virginia's corporate leaders to help raise $337
41 million, far exceeding the campaign's goal of $225 million; and
42 WHEREAS, throughout his exceptional 33-year career at Virginia Tech, Paul E. Torgersen has
43 served the university with great distinction, and Virginia Tech's unprecedented growth, success, and
44 national reputation can be credited, in large part, to the uncommon abilities of its president; now,
45 therefore, be it
46 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
47 commend Paul E. Torgersen for his exceptional career of service to Virginia Tech and the
48 Commonwealth; and, be it
49 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
50 for presentation to Paul E. Torgersen as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration and
51 gratitude for his outstanding achievements, his dedication to teaching, and his visionary leadership of
52 Virginia Tech.
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