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000437908
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 403
2 Offered February 4, 2000
3 On the death of William T. Ham, Jr.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Rhodes, Abbitt, Albo, Amundson, Barlow, Black, Bloxom, Bryant, Byron, Callahan, Cantor,
6 Clement, Councill, Cox, Cranwell, Crittenden, Davis, Day, DeBoer, Deeds, Devolites, Diamonstein,
7 Dickinson, Dillard, Drake, Dudley, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Hull, Jackson, Joannou,
8 Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, S.C., Kilgore, Marshall, McClure, McDonnell, McEachin, McQuigg,
9 Melvin, Morgan, Nixon, O'Brien, Parrish, Phillips, Purkey, Reid, Robinson, Rollison, Scott, Stump,

10 Tata, Tate, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres, Wardrup, Watts, Williams and Woodrum
11 ––––––––––
12 WHEREAS, William T. Ham, Jr., emeritus professor of medical bioengineering at Virginia
13 Commonwealth University's Medical College of Virginia, died on September 2, 1998; and
14 WHEREAS, William T. Ham, Jr., was educated at the University of Virginia, earning his bachelor of
15 science degree in engineering, master of science in physics, and in 1935 earned his doctor of philosophy
16 in physics; and
17 WHEREAS, in 1940 Dr. Ham conducted research at the University of Virginia in ultracentrifuge
18 technology for the Manhattan Project; and
19 WHEREAS, during World War II, Dr. Ham served his country in the United States Marine Corps in
20 the South Pacific; and
21 WHEREAS, while employed at the Health Physics Division of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory,
22 Dr. Ham contributed to the assessment of the radiation doses received by the survivors of the atomic
23 bombs in Japan; and
24 WHEREAS, Dr. Ham was instrumental in the establishment of the Health Physics Society, a
25 professional society for health physics, served on its board of directors, was appointed the organization's
26 president for two terms, and participated actively in the Virginia Chapter of the Health Physics Society;
27 and
28 WHEREAS, Dr. Ham served the Commonwealth as a member of the Radiation Advisory Board and
29 was named in 1969 to the President's Electromagnetic Radiation Management Advisory Committee; and
30 WHEREAS, Dr. Ham was recognized for his research, in collaboration with the Department of
31 Ophthalmology, on the effects of high-intensity light and lasers on the eye at the Medical College of
32 Virginia; now, therefore, be it
33 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly note with
34 great sadness the death of William T. Ham, Jr., a leader, teacher, and distinguished scientist; and, be it
35 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
36 for presentation to the family of William T. Ham, Jr., as an expression of the General Assembly's
37 abiding respect for his memory and his many accomplishments.
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