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A BILL to amend and reenact 88 22.1-271.2, 22.1-300, and 32.1-46 of the Code of Virginia, relating to
immunizations and certificates by nurses and physicians.
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Referred to Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 22.1-271.2, 22.1-300, and 32.1-46 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as
follows:

§22.1-271.2. Immunization requirements.

A. No student shall be admitted by a school unless at the time of admission the student or his parent
or guardian submits documentary proof of immunization to the admitting official of the school or unless
the student is exempted from immunization pursuant to subsection C. If a student does not have
documentary proof of immunization, the school shall notify the student or his parent or guardian (i) that
it has no documentary proof of immunization for the student; (ii) that it may not admit the student
without proof unless the student is exempted pursuant to subsection C; (iii) that the student may be
immunized and receive certification by a licensed physician, registered nurse or an employee of a loca
health department; and (iv) how to contact the local health department to learn where and when it
performs these services. Neither this Commonwealth nor any school or admitting official shall be liable
in damages to any person for complying with this section.

Any physician, registered nurse or local health department employee performing immunizations shall
provide to any person who has been immunized or to his parent or guardian, upon request, documentary
proof of immunizations conforming with the requirements of this section.

B. Any student whose immunizations are incomplete may be admitted conditionally if that student
provides documentary proof at the time of enrollment of having received at least one dose of the
required immunizations accompanied by a schedule for completion of the required doses within ninety
days.

The immunization record of each student admitted conditionally shall be reviewed periodicaly until
the required immunizations have been received.

Any student admitted conditionally and who fails to comply with his schedule for completion of the
required immunizations shall be excluded from school until his immunizations are resumed.

C. No certificate of immunization shall be required for the admission to school of any student if (i)
the student or his parent or guardian submits an affidavit to the admitting official stating that the
administration of immunizing agents conflicts with the student's religious tenets or practices; or (ii) the
school has written certification from a licensed physician or a local health department that one or more
of the required immunizations may be detrimental to the student's health, indicating the specific nature
and probable duration of the medical condition or circumstance that contraindicates immunization.

D. The admitting official of a school shall exclude from the school any student for whom he does
not have documentary proof of immunization or notice of exemption pursuant to subsection C.

E. Every school shall record each student's immunizations on the school immunization record. The
school immunization record shall be a standardized form provided by the State Department of Health,
which shall be a part of the mandatory permanent student record. Such record shall be open to
inspection by officials of the State Department of Health and the local health departments.

The school immunization record shall be transferred by the school whenever the school transfers any
student's permanent academic or scholastic records.

Within thirty calendar days after the beginning of each school year or entrance of a student, each
admitting official shall file a report with the local health department. The report shal be filed on forms
prepared by the State Department of Health and shall state the number of students admitted to school
with documentary proof of immunization, the number of students who have been admitted with a
medical or religious exemption and the number of students who have been conditionally admitted.

F. The requirement for mumps immunization as provided in § 32.1-46 shall not apply to any child
admitted for the first time to any grade level, kindergarten through grade twelve, of a school prior to
August 1, 1981.

The requirement for Haemophilus Influenzae Type b immunization as provided in § 32.1-46 shall not
apply to any child admitted to any grade level, kindergarten through grade twelve.

G. The Board of Health shall promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this section
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in congruence with rules and regulations of the Board of Health promulgated under 8 32.1-46 and in
cooperation with the Board of Education.

§22.1-300. Tuberculosis certificate.

As a condition to employment, every public school employee, including without limitation teachers,
cafeteria workers, janitors and bus drivers, shall submit a certificate signed by a licensed physician, or
by a registered nurse licensed pursuant to Article 2 (8 54.1-3016 et seq.) of Chapter 30 of Title 54.1 and

by a local hedth department, stating that such employee appears free of communicable
tuberculosis. Such certificate shall be based on recorded results of such skin tests, X rays and other
examinations, singly or in combination, as are deemed necessary by a licensed physician that have been
performed within the twelve months period immediately preceding submission of the certificate. After
consulting with the local health director, any school board may require the submission of such
certificates annually, or at such intervals as it deems appropriate, as a condition to continued
employment.

§ 32.1-46. Immunization of children against certain diseases; authority to share immunization records.

A. The parent, guardian or person standing in loco parentis of each child within this Commonwealth
shall cause such child to be immunized by vaccine against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough and
poliomyelitis before such child attains the age of one year, against Haemophilus influenzae type b before
he attains the age of thirty months, and against measles (rubeola), German measles (rubella) and mumps
before such child attains the age of two years. All children born on or after January 1, 1994, shall be
required to receive immunization against hepatitis B before their first birthday. All children shall also be
required to receive a second dose of measles (rubeola) vaccine in accordance with the regulations of the
Board. The Board's regulations shall require that all children receive a second dose of measles (rubeola)
vaccine prior to first entering kindergarten or first grade and that all children who have not yet received
a second dose of measles (rubeola) vaccine receive such second dose prior to entering the sixth grade.
All children born on or after January 1, 1997, shall be required to receive immunization against varicella
zoster (chicken pox), not earlier than the age of twelve months. Children who have evidence of
immunity as demonstrated by laboratory confirmation of immunity or a reliable medical history of
disease are exempt from such requirement. After July 1, 2001, all children who have not yet received
immunization against hepatitis B shall receive such immunization prior to entering sixth grade.

The parent, guardian or person standing in loco parentis may have such child immunized by a
physician or registered nurse or may present the child to the appropriate local health department, which
shall administer the required vaccines without charge.

B. A physician, registered nurse or local health department administering a vaccine required by this
section shall provide to the person who presents the child for immunizations a certificate which shall
state the diseases for which the child has been immunized, the numbers of doses given, the dates when
administered and any further immunizations indicated.

C. The vaccines required by this section shall meet the standards prescribed in, and be administered
in accordance with, regulations of the Board.

D. The provisions of this section shall not apply if:

1. The parent or guardian of the child objects thereto on the grounds that the administration of
immunizing agents conflicts with his religious tenets or practices, unless an emergency or epidemic of
disease has been declared by the Board, or

2. The parent or guardian presents a statement from a physician licensed to practice medicine in
Virginia which states that the physical condition of the child is such that the administration of one or
more of the required immunizing agents would be detrimental to the health of the child.

E. For the purpose of protecting the public health by ensuring that each child receives
age-appropriate immunizations, any physician, licensed ingtitutional health care provider, loca or district
health department, and the Department of Health may share immunization and child locator information,
including, but not limited to, the month, day, and year of each administered immunization; the child's
name, address, telephone number, birth date, and social security number; and the parents names. The
immunization information; the child's name, address, telephone number, birth date, and social security
number; and the parents names shall be confidential and shall only be shared for the purposes set out in
this subsection.



