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006918720
HOUSE BILL NO. 1486
Offered January 24, 2000
A BILL to amend and reenact 88 24.2-304.1 and 24.2-309.1 of the Code of Virginia and to amend the
Code of Virginia by adding in Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 24.2 a section numbered 24.2-301.1,
relating to congressional, state legidative, and local election districts and precincts; redistricting and
precinct changes; and use of United States Census population counts.

Patrons—Devolites, Albo, Black, Blevins, Bloxom, Bolvin, Broman, Bryant, Byron, Calahan, Cantor,
Cox, Davis, Dillard, Drake, Dudley, Griffith, Hamilton, Hargrove, Harris, Howell, Ingram, Jones,
S.C.,, Katzen, Kilgore, Landes, Larrabee, Louderback, Marshall, May, McClure, McDonnell,
McQuigg, Morgan, Nixon, O'Brien, Orrock, Parrish, Purkey, Putney, Reid, Rollison, Ruff, Rust,
Sherwood, Suit, Tata, Wagner, Wardrup, Ware and Weatherholtz; Senators. Barry and Forbes

Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 24.2-304.1 and 24.2-309.1 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted, and that
the Code of Virginia is amended by adding in Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 24.2 a section
numbered 24.2-301.1, as follows:

§ 24.2-301.1. Redistricting of congressional and state legidative districts; United States Census
population counts.

For the purposes of redrawing the boundaries of the congressional, state Senate, and House of
Delegates districts after the United States Census for the year 2000 and every ten years thereafter, the
General Assembly shall use the population data provided by the United States Bureau of the Census
identical to those from the actual enumeration conducted by the Bureau for the apportionment of the
Representatives of the United States House of Representatives following the United States decennial
census and shall not use Bureau of the Census population data derived from any other means, including
the use of statistical sampling, to add or subtract population by inference.

§24.2-304.1. At-large and district elections; reapportionment of districts or wards; limits.

A. Except as otherwise specifically limited by genera law or special act, the governing body of each
county, city, or town may provide by ordinance for the election of its members on any of the following
bases: (i) at large from the county, city, or town; (ii) from singleemember or multi-member districts or
wards, or any combination thereof; or (iii) from any combination of at-large, single-member, and
multi-member districts or wards. A change in the basis for eecting the members of the governing body
shall not constitute a change in the form of county government.

B. If the members are elected from districts or wards and other than entirely at large from the
locality, the districts or wards shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be so
constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to the population of the
district or ward. In 1971 and every ten years thereafter, the governing body of each such locality shall
reapportion the representation among the districts or wards, including, if the governing body deems it
appropriate, increasing or diminishing the number of such districts or wards, in order to give, as nearly
as is practicable, representation on the basis of population.

C. For the purposes of reappertioning redrawing the boundaries of districts or wards
in 3871 2001 and every ten years thereafter, the governing body of a county, city, or town shall use

of the mest recent decenntal Ynited States eensus the population data provided by the
United States Bureau of the Census for such county, city, or town identical to those from the actual
enumeration conducted by the Bureau for the apportionment of the Representatives of the United Sates
House of Representatives following the United Sates decennial census and shall not use Bureau of the
Census population data derived from any other means, including the use of statistical sampling, to add
or subtract population by inference.

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of general law or special act, the governing body of a
county, city, or town shall not reapportion the representation in the governing body at any time other
than that required following the decennial census, except as (i) provided by law upon a change in the
boundaries of the county, city, or town which results in an increase or decrease in the population of the
county, city, or town of more than one percent, (ii) the result of a court order, (iii) the result of a
change in the form of government, or (iv) the result of an increase or decrease in the number of districts
or wards other than at-large districts or wards. The foregoing provisions notwithstanding, the governing
body subsequent to the decennial redistricting may adjust district or ward boundaries in order that the
boundaries might coincide with state legislative or congressional district boundaries, however, no
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adjustment shall affect more than five percent of the population of a ward or district or 250 persons,
whichever is lesser. If districts created by a reapportionment enacted subsequent to a decennial
reapportionment are invalid under the provisions of this subsection, the immediately pre-existing districts
shall remain in force and effect until validly reapportioned in accordance with law.

§ 24.2-309.1. Election precincts; prohibiting precinct changes for specified period of time.

No county, city, or town shall create, divide, abolish, or consolidate any precincts, or otherwise
change the boundaries of any precinct, effective during the period from September 1, 1998, to June 1
May 15, 2001, except as (i) provided by law upon a change in the boundaries of the county, city, or
town, (ii) the result of a court order, (iii) the result of a change in the form of government, or (iv) the
result of an increase or decrease in the number of local election districts other than at-large districts.

If a change in the boundaries of a precinct is required pursuant to clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) above,
the county, city, or town shall comply with the applicable requirements of law, including 88 24.2-301
and 24.2-304.3, and send copies of the ordered or enacted changes to the State Board of Elections and
the Division of Legidlative Services.

This section shall not prohibit any county, city, or town from adopting an ordinance revising precinct
boundaries or submitting that ordinance to the United Sates Department of Justice in accordance with
Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, before May 15, 2001. However, no
revisions in precinct boundaries shall be implemented in the conduct of elections prior to May 15, 2001.



