
VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY -- 2000 SESSION

CHAPTER 834

An Act to amend and reenact § 46.2-833 of the Code of Virginia, relating to traffic lights; detention of
violators.

[H 487]
Approved April 9, 2000

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That § 46.2-833 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 46.2-833. Traffic lights.
A. Signals by traffic lights shall be as follows:
Steady red indicates that moving traffic shall stop and remain stopped as long as the red signal is

shown, except in the direction indicated by a lighted green arrow.
Green indicates the traffic shall move in the direction of the signal and remain in motion as long as

the green signal is given, except that such traffic shall yield to other vehicles and pedestrians lawfully
within the intersection.

Steady amber indicates that a change is about to be made in the direction of the moving of traffic.
When the amber signal is shown, traffic which has not already entered the intersection, including the
crosswalks, shall stop if it is not reasonably safe to continue, but traffic which has already entered the
intersection shall continue to move until the intersection has been cleared. The amber signal is a warning
that the steady red signal is imminent.

Flashing red indicates that traffic shall stop before entering an intersection.
Flashing amber indicates that traffic may proceed through the intersection or past such signal with

reasonable care under the circumstances.
B. The driver of any motor vehicle may be detained for a violation of this section if the detaining

law-enforcement officer is in uniform, displays his badge of authority, and (i) has observed the violation
or (ii) has received a radio message from another law-enforcement officer who observed the violation.
In the case of a person being detained based on a radio message, the message shall be sent immediately
after the violation is observed, and the observing officer shall furnish the license number or other
positive identification of the vehicle to the detaining officer.


