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The 2017 session is the 2nd year of a two year session cycle. 
Bill numbers begin with House Bill 1392 and Senate Bill 782.  

The 2017 General Assembly Session

This is also the day 
that the Joint Rules 
committee will meet 
and submit the  
resolution that sets 
exact dates for 
session.
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In an odd session year, House members can only introduce a total of 15 bills. 

Senate members submit unlimited numbers of prefiled bills. 

All prefiled bills, House and Senate, must be submitted by 10 a.m. on the first day of 
session. 

After Prefiling (After session begins)

House members have a 5 bill limit. Senate members have an 8 bill limit.

Members Have Bill Limits

• SESSION CONVENES – Wednesday, January 11, it is 46 days long. 
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Who’s New in 2017?
House

Senate
District 1: Monty Mason  (moved from 
Replacing John Miller              House)

District 5: Lionell Spruill, Sr. (moved from
Replacing Kenneth Alexander       House)

District 9: Vacant        
Vacated by Donald McEachin who is moving 
to U.S. Congress VA 4th District

District 22: Vacant        
Vacated by Thomas Garrett who is moving 
to U.S. Congress VA 5th District

District 77: Vacant 
Vacated by Lionell Spruill who moved to the 
Senate

District 85: Vacant
Vacated by Scott Taylor who is moving to U.S. 
Congress VA 2nd District

District 93: Vacant
Vacated by Monty Mason who moved to the 
Senate
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• SESSION CONVENES – Wednesday, January 11 

Log-in and use Lobbyist in a Box today!  No new bills after January 20th!

Friday, January 20 – Bill cut off.
Final date members can submit any

legislation for introduction.

What are the Significant Dates in the 2017 
Session? (Based on previous odd-year sessions) 

• BILL CROSSOVER – Tuesday, February 7 – when each body has to 
have completed work of its own legislation 
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HB 1163 (2016) - Passes the Senate, on to the Governor

Saturday, February 25, 2017 - Last day of the 2017 session Sine 
die.  Most always occurs on Saturday unless the session is 
extended by an operating resolution.
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* New in 2015!  History 
now shows when:

Bill was communicated to 
the Governor 
and 
Action deadline date. 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 - Reconvene session  

Significant Dates in the 2017 Session – (Continued) 



*NEW in 2015 the Virginia Law Portal
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Code of Virginia - Update your links! 
Use http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode
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*NEW - 2016 Updates 
All Changes to the Code of VA in the Previous 
Session Year

Click 2016 Updates…

Click Title 2.2… 
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*NEW - 2016 Updates 
Example - Changes in Title 2.2

Only the sections of 
Title 2.2 that were 
added or amended in 
the 2016 session 
show.  How can you 
track what will be 
updated in Title 2.2 in 
2017 ?
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*NEW in 2016 
Bills Amending a Code Section  

Click Bills amending this Section

Click full text link to the introduced bill…

Click the Code section being amended…
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Bills Amending a Code Section

Note what is called 
“Breadcrumb” 
navigation 
throughout the 
new site. 

Click Bills amending this Section…

View Bill(s) in the upcoming, 2017 
session, that are amending this 
Section…
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Law Portal – Not Just the Code of Virginia but 
other resources as well.

Virginia Administrative CodeVirginia Administrative Code

Constitution of VirginiaConstitution of Virginia

ChartersCharters

AuthoritiesAuthorities

CompactsCompacts

Uncodified ActsUncodified Acts

Outlines the Structure of State Government

Governs Activities of Administrative Agencies of Government

Document that Lays Out Privileges, Rights of Self Government

Serves a Public Interest, Public Purpose, Shall Promote the Health, Safety, Welfare, 
Convenience or Prosperity of the People of the Commonwealth

Acts of Special Application to Persons, Things or Places, Not Part of the 
Code of Virginia, Limited in Duration of Time and Effect

Interstate Agreement Between Two or More Signatory States That is Approved by 
Congress. 
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Law Portal - HELP

Click this link to get 
help! 



*NEW in 2016 the Virginia Budget Portal
Overview
The Virginia State Budget Portal is a public website that makes Virginia’s budget 
information easier to navigate and search. The portal offers an easy-to-use 
interface to view Budget Bills, Budget Amendments, and Committee Reports 
related to the budget, present and in the past. 

With the new portal, the 
State Budget link will 
remain on LIS year 
round.  

Navigate other years 
using this drop down.   
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Virginia Budget Portal - Options for specific 
items, including an item’s amendments. 

Click the Item number to 
open it…

View this Item’s amendments! 

View previous, or next 
Item…print, create pdf or 
email the item too!
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Virginia Budget Portal 
View an Item’s Amendments 
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Dynamic Search Results Filtering…

…and much, much more!

Virginia Budget Portal - Searching

Sort by…Budget Item Order, 
(sequential order) or 
Relevance.

Use drop down to select to search the 
Budget or Budget Amendments or 
Committee Reports. The words “legislative assistant” was 

found 27 times in HB29 and HB30 in 2016.  
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Budget Portal - HELP

Click this link to get 
help! 
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Reports to the General Assembly

If you are tasked with 
submitting a
Report document or a 
House or Senate Document 
click 
Publication Guidelines 
for full instructions.   
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Reports Site – Liaison Manual

Click this link to get a pdf 
copy of the Liaison 
Officers Manual. 

This manual is 
published every year 
by the first day of 
session.  Every 4 years 
(new Governor) it is 
published once at the 
beginning of session 
and then again at the 
end of session.  
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Visit the LIS Help Center

Planned launch of new Reports to the General Assembly set 
for Fall 2017, before the 2018 session.   



Lobbyist-in-a-Box (LIAB) 2017
• If you are using an account that existed last year your profile names 

show in 2017. Those profiles contain continued/carried over bills. 

* Reminder – the first new bill numbers for the 2017 session are:
HB 1392        SB 782

• If you click back to the 2016 session year you will see profile names, 
with all the bills you tracked last year.  

• Continued bills were acted on, in committee, on December 1.   All  
continued bills failed.  You may want to remove those failed bills from 
your 2017 profiles.

• Personal Notes on bills you tracked last year are still intact.  Add new 
notes to new bills in 2017. 

• Be sure to make new bookmarks and favorites linking to the new 
2017 session year in your web browser.
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• The members of the Committee -in public session- study, discuss, 
and vote on the bill.  

Bills in Committee - Visit the Members, 
Attend Committee Meetings

The Clerk of the Senate 
refers all Senate bills upon 

introduction.  

The Speaker of the House refers all house bills. House bills 
are introduced with the status Committee referral pending.  
House bills should begin to be referred around December 16, 
if not before.  24



House Committees – Agendas and Reports
Senate Committees – Dockets

For schedules of when 
bills will before a House

committee,  check 
Agendas and Committee 

reports.  
There will be no docket 

links on House 
Committees this year.  

For schedules of when bills 
will before a Senate

committee, check dockets. 
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House Committees – Agendas 
*New in 2016 – Separate Notification in LIAB
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House Committees – Agenda E-mail Notice 
27
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Click the link provided in the 
email to the House Agenda



Add Bills to Your Profile Indexed by Subject

1) Click a subject to display a 
list of bills by that subject.  

These are the same subjects 
you will find under the 

Cumulative Index on the LIS 
home page.

Next screen

3) Click submit to add 
bill(s) to your profile.

2) Click 
box on 
bill(s) 

you want 
to add…
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*NEW in 2015 - Cumulative Index

Old  Index View

New Index View

Search by Subject, by Patron, by Bill Type, 
by Bill Status or by Code Section 
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Login from LIS Home
Change Password there!

Enter your old login data
here…

Enter your new
password(s) here,
then click
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Legislative Information System
http://lis.virginia.gov

DLAS Help Desk
804-786-9631 
E-mail support@dlas.virginia.gov

Virginia Interactive for account information or to request 
an additional Login ID
https://vi.virginiainteractive.org/vi/premium-liab.shtml
(804) 318-4133
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